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R U L E S 

THAT CONCERN 

ALL SERVANTS IN GENERAL. 

TT Then your mafter or lady calls a 
' ' fervant by name, if that fervant be 
not in the way, non^ of you are to anfwer, 
for then there will be no end of your 
drudgery : and mafters themlelves allow, 
that if a fervant comes when he is called, 
it is fufEcient. 

When you have done a fault, be always 
pert and infolent, and behave yourfelf as if 
you were the injured perfon ; this will im- 
mediately put your mafter 'or lady off their 
mettle. 

If you lee your mafter wronged by any 
of your fellow-fervants, be fure to conceal 
it for fear of being called a tell-tale : how- 
ever there is one exception in cale of a fa- 
vourite fervant, who is juftly hated by the 
whole family ; who therefore are bound in 
prudence to lay all the faults they can 
upon the favourite. 

B The 
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2 RULESTHAT CONCERN 

The cook, the butler, the groom, the 
market-man, and every other fervant who 
is concerned in the expences of the family, 
ihould ad: as if his matter's whole eftate 
ought to be applied to that fervant's parti- 
fcular bufinefs. For inftance, if the cook 
computes his matter's ettate to be a thou- 
fand pounds a year, he reafonablyconcludes, 
that a thoufand pounds a year will afford 
meat enough, and therefore he need not 
bp fparing; the butler makes the fame 
judgment, fo may the groom and the 
coachman, and thus every branch of ex- 
pence will be filled to your matter's hon- 
our. 

When you are chid before company 
(which with fubmiflion to our matters and 
ladies is an unmannerly practice) it often 
happens that fome ttranger will have the 
good nature to drop a word in your excufe ; 
in fuch a cafe you will have a good title to' 
juttify yourfelf, and may rightly conclude, 
that whenever he chides you afterwards on 
other occalions, he may be in the wrong; 
in which opinion you will be the better 
confirmed by ttating the cafe to your fel- 
low-fervants in your own way, who will 

cer- 
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ALL SERVANTS IN GENERAL. 3 

ctrtaihly decide in your favoui-: therefore 
as I hiave faid before, whenever you are 
chidden, complain as if you were injured. 
It often happens^ that fervants fent on 
meflages are apt td ftay out foraewhat 
longer than the meflage requires, perhaps 
two, four, fix, or eight hours, or fome flich 
trifle, for the temptaticai to be fure was 
great, and flefh and blood cannot always 
refill : when you return, tke iilafter fiorms, 
the lady fcolds ; flripping, cudgelling, and 
turning off is the word. But here you 
ought to be provided with a fett of excufes, 
enough to ferve on all occafions : for in- 
ftance, your uncle came fourfcore miles to 
town this morning on purpofe to fee you, 
and goes bg.ck by break of day to-morrow : 
a brother-fervant, that borrowed money of 
you when he was out of place, was running . 
away to Ireland i you were taking leave 
of an old fcUow-fervant, who wasfhipping 
for Barbados : your father fent a cow to 
you to fell, and you could not get a chap- 
man till nine at night : you were taking 
leave of a dear coufin, who is to be hanged 
next Saturday : you wrencht your foot 
againfl: a ftone, and were forced to ftay 

B 2 three 
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4 RULES THAT CONCERN 

three hours in a fhop, before you could 
ftir a ftep: fome naftinefs was thrown on 
you out of a garret- window, and you were 
afliamed to come home before you were 
cleaned, and the linell went off; you were 
preffed for the fea-fervice, and carried be- 
fore a juftice of peace, who kept you three 
hours before he examined you, and you 
got off with much a-do : a bailiff by mif- 
take feized you for a debtor, and kept you 
the whole evening in a fpunging-houfe ; 
you were told your mafter had gone to a 
tavern, and came to fome mifchance, and 
your grief was fo great that you enquired 
for his honour in a hundred taverns be- 
tween Pall-mall and Temple-bar, 

Take all tradefmens parts againft your 
mafter, and when you are fent to buy any 
thing, never offer to cheapen it, but gene- 
roufly pay the full demand. This is highly 
to your matter's honour ; and maybe fome 
(hillings in your pocket ; and you are to 
confider, if your mafter hath paid too 
much> he can better afford the lofs than a 
poor tradefman. 

Never fubmit to ftir a finger in any 
bufinefs, but that for which you were par- 
ticularly 
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ALL SERVANTS IN GENERAL. $ 

ticularly hired. For example, if the groom 
be drunk, or abfent, and the butler be or- 
dered to fhut the ftable door, the anfwer 
is ready, An pleafe your honour, I don't 
underftand horfes : if a comer of the hang- 
ing wants a fingle n^il to fiiften it, and the 
footman be direded to tack it up, he may 
fay, he doth not underftand that fort of 
Work, but his honour may fend for the 
upholfterer. 

Mafters and ladies are ufually quarrel- 
ling with the fervants for not (hutting the 
doors after them : but neither mafters nor 
ladies conlider, that thofe doors muft be 
open before they can be ftiut, and that the 
labour is double to open and fhut the 
doors ; therefore the beft, and fhorteft, and 
eafieft way is to do neither." But if you are 
fo often teized to fliut the door, that you 
cannot eafily forget it, then give the door 
liich a clap as you go out, as will fhake 
the whole room, and make every thing 
rattle in it, to put your mafter and lady iri 
mind that you obferve their diredions. 

If you find yourfelf to grow into favour 
with your mafter or lady, take fome op- 
portunity in a very mild way to give diem 

B 3 warn- 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



6 RULES THAT CONCERN 

warning, and when they afk the rcafon, 
and feem loth to part with you, anfwer 
that you would rather liv^ with them than 
any body elfe, but a poor fervant is not to 
be blamed if he ftrives to better himfelf ; 
that fervice is no inheritance, that your 
work is great, and your wages very fmall. 
Upon which, if your mailer hath any ge- 
nerofity, he will add five or ten {hillings 
a quarter, rather than let you go : but if 
you are baulked, and have no mind to go 
ofF, get fbme fellow^fervant to tell your 
mailer, that he hath prevailed upon you 
to ilay. 

Whatever good bits you can pilfer jn 
the day, fave them to junket with your 
fellow-fervaiits at night, and take in the 
butler, provided he will give you drink. 
. Write your own name, and your fweet^ 
heart's, with the fmoak of a candle on the 
roof of the kitchen, or the fervants hall, 
to ihew your leaming.' 

If you are a young fightly fellow, when- 
ever you whifper your miilrefs at the ta- 
ble, run your nofe full in 'her cheek ; or 
if your breath be good, breathe full in 
her face ; this I have known to have had 

y Google 
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ALL SERVANTS IN GENERAL. 7 

very good confequences in fome fami- 
lies. 

Never come, till you have been called 
three or four times ; for none but dogs 
will come at the iirft whiftle: and when 
the mafter calls Whos there f no lervant 
is bound to come ; for Whos there is no 
body's name. 

When you have broken all your earthen 
drinking veflels below flairs (which is ufu- 
•ally done in a week) the copper pot will 
do as well ; it can boil milk, heat porf idge, 
hold fmall-beer, or in cafe of neceflity, 
ferve for a Jordan; therefore apply it in- 
difFerently to all thefe ufes; but never wafli 
or fcour it, for fear of taking off the tin. 

Although you are allowed knives for 
the fervants hall at meals, yet you oi^ght 
to fpare them, and make ufe only of your 
matter's. 

Let it be a conftant rule, that no chair, 
ftool, or table, in the fervants hall, or the 
kitchen, fhall have above three leg?, which 
hath been the ancient ^dconflmit pradice 
in all the families I ever knew, and is faid 
to be founded upon two realbns ; firft to 
ihew that fervants are ever in a tottering 

B 4 con- 
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8 RULES THAT CONCERN 

condition ; fecondly, it was thought a point 
of humihty, that the fervants chairs and 
tables fhoiild have at leaft one leg fewer 
than thofe of their mafters. I grant there 
hath been an exception to this rule with 
regard to the cook, who by old cuftom 
was allowed an eafy chjiir to fleep in after 
dinner j and yet I have feldom feen them 
with above three legs. Now this eprtdemi- 
cal lamenefs of fervants chairs is by phi- 
lofophers imputed to two caufes, which 
are obferved to make the greateft revolu- 
tions in ftates and empires •, I mean love 
and war. A ftool, a chair, or a table is the 
iirft weapon taken ijp in a general romp- 
ing or fkirmifh; and after a peace, the 
chairs, if they be not very ftrong, are apt 
to fuffer in the conduct of an amour, the 
cook being ufually fat and heavy, and the 
buder a little in drink. 

I could never endure to fee maid fer- 
vants fo ungenteel as to wdk the ftreets 
with their petticoats pinned up ; it is a 
foolifh excufe to alledge, their petticoats 
will be dirty, when they have fo eafy a re^ 
medy as to walk three or four times down 
a clean pair of ftairs after they come home. 

When 
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ALL SERVANTS IN GENERAL. 9 

When you ftop to tattle with fome 
crony fervant in the fame ftreet, leave your 
own ftreet-door open, that you may get 
in without knocking when you come back; 
otherwife your miftrefs may know you are 
gone out, and you muft be chidden. 

I do jnoft earneftly exhort you all to una- 
nimity and concord : but miftake me not: 
you may quarrel with each other as much 
as you pleafe, only always bear in mind, 
that you have a common enemy, which is 
your mafter and lady, and you have a 
common caufe to defend. Believe an old 
praditioner; whoever but of malice to a 
iellow-fervant, carries a tale to his mafter, 
{hall be ruined by a general, confederacy 
againft him. 

The general place of rendezvous for all 
the fervants both in winter and fummer,* is 
theiiitchen j there the grand afiairs of the 
family ought to be confulted; whether 
they concern the ftable, the dairy, the 
pantry, the laundry, the cellar, the nur cry, 
the dining-room, or my lady's chattiber : 
there as in your own proper element, you 
can laugh, and fcjuall, and romp, in full 
fecurity, 

When 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



10 RULES THAT CONCERN 

When any fervant comes home drunk, 
and cannot appear, you mull all join in 
telling your mafter, that he is gone to bed 
very fick ; upon which your lady will be 
fo good-natured, as to order fome comfort- 
able thing for the poor man or maid. 

When your mafter and lady go abroad 
together, to dinner, or on a vifit for the 
evening, you need leave only one fervant 
in the houfe, unlelsyou have a black-guard 
boy to anfwer at the door, and attend the 
children if there be any. Who is to ftay 
at home is to be determined by fhort and 
long cuts, and the flayer at home may be 
comforted by a vifit from a fweet-heart, 
without danger of being caught together. 
Thefe opportimities muft never be mifled, 
becaule they come but fbmetimes ; and 
all is fafe enough while there is a fervant 
in the houfe. 

When your mafter or lady comes home, 
and wants a fervant who happens to be 
abroad, your anfwer muft be, that he had 
but juft that minute ftept out, being fent 
for by a coufin who was dying. 
• If your mafter calls you by name, and 
you happen to anfwer at the fourth call, 

you 
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ALL SERVANTS IN GENERAL, ii 

you need not hurry yourfelf ; and if you be 
chidden for flaying, you may lawfully fay, 
you came no fooner, becaufe you did not 
know what you were called for. 

When you are chidden for a fault, as 
you go out of the room, and down flairs, 
mutter loud enough to be plainly heard j 
this will make him believe you are inno^ 
cent. 

Whoever comes to vifit your mafter or 
lady when they are abroad, never burthen 
your memory with the, perfon's name, for 
indeed you have too many other things to 
remember. Befides it is a porter's bufinefs, 
and your matter's fault he does not keep 
one ; and who can remember names ? and 
you will certainly miflake them, and you 
cq.n neither write nor read. 

If it be poflible, never tell a lye to your 
mafter or lady, unlefs you have fome hopes 
that they cannot find it out in lefs than 
half an hour. When a fervant is turned off, 
all his faults muft be told, although moft 
of them were never known by his mafter 
or lady; and all mifchiefs done by otliers, 
charge to him. [Inftance them.] And 
when they afk any of you, why you never 
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12 RULES THAT CONCERN 

acquainted them before ? the anfwer is, fir, 
or madam, really I was afraid it would 
make you angry ; and befides, perhaps you 
might think, it was malice in me. Where 
there are litde matters and mifles in a 
houfe, they ate ufually great impediments 
to the diverfions of the fervants ; the only 
remedy is to bribe them with^(?(%^^W/Vj-, 
that they may not tell tales to papa and 
mamma. 

I advife you of the fervants, whofe ma- 
tter Hves in the country, and* who expedt 
vales, always to ttand rank and file when 
a ttranger is taking his leave ; fo that he 
mutt of neceflity pafs between you, and 
he mutt have more confidence, or lefs 
money than ufual, if any of you let him 
efcape, and according as he behaves him- 
felf, remember to treat him the next time 
he comes. 

If you are fent with ready money to 
buy any thing at a fhop, and happen at 
that time to be out of pocket, fink the 
money, and take up the goods on your 
matter's account. This is for the honour of 
your matter and yourfelf ; for he becomes 
a man of credit at your recommendation. 

When 
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ALL SERVANTS IN GENERAL. 13 

When your lady fends for you up to her 
chamber to give you any orders, be fure 
to ftand at the door, and keep it open, 
fiddling with the lock all the while fhe is 
talking to you, and keep the button in 
your hand, for fear you fhould forget to 
fhut the door after you. 

If your mafter or lady happen once in 
their lives to accufe you wrongfully, you 
are a happy fervant, for you have nothing 
more to do, than for every fault you conir- 
mit while you are in their fervice to put 
tiiem in mind of that falfe accufation, and 
proteft yourfelf equally innocent in the 
prefent cafe. 

When you have a mind to leave your 
mafter, and are too bafliful to break the 
matter for fear of offending him, the beft 
way is to grow rude ^d fancy of a fudden, " 
and beyond your ufual behaviour, till he 
finds it neceflary to turn you off, and when 
you are gone, to revenge yourfelf give 
him and his lady fuch a charader to all 
your brother-fervants who are out of place, 
that none will venture to offer their fervice. 

Some nice ladies who are afraid of 
catching cold, having obferved that the 

maids 
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14 RULES THAT CONCERN 

maids aad fellows below flairs often for- 
get to fhut the door after them, as they 
come in, or go out into the back yards, 
have contrived that a. pulley and a rope 
with a large piece of lead at the end, 
fhould be fo fixt, as to make the door fhut 
of itfelf, and require a ftrong hand to open 
it, which is an immenfe toil to fervants, 
whofe bufinefs may force them to go in 
and out fifty times in a morning : but in- 
genuity can do much, for prudent fervants 
have found out an efFed:ual remedy againfk 
this infupportable grievance by tying up 
the pulley in fuch a manner, that the 
weight of the lead fhall have no effed; 
however as to my own part, I would ra- 
ther chufe to keep the door always open 
by laying a heavy flone at the bottom of it. 
The fervants candlefHcks are generally 
broken, for notliing can lafl for ever. But 
you may find out many expedients ; you 
may conveniently flick your candle in a 
bottle, or with a lump of butter againfl 
the wainfcot, in a powder-horn, or in an 
old fhoe, or in a cleft flick, or in the barrel 
of a piftol, or upon its own greafe on a 
table, in a coffee-cup, or a drinking-glafs, 

a horn 
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ALL SERVANTS IN GENERAL. 15 

horn can, a tea-pot, a twifted napkin, a 
muftard-pot, an inkhorn, a marrowbone, 
a piece of dough, or you may cut a hole 
in the loaf, and ftick it there. 

When you invite the neighbouring fer- 
vants to junket with you at home in an 
evening, teach them a peculiar viray of tap- 
ping or fcraping at the kitchen-window, 
which you may hear, but not your mafter 
or lady, whom you muft take care not to 
difturb or frighten at fuch unfeafonable 
hours. 

Lay all faults upon a lap-dog, or fa- 
vourite cat, a monkey, a parrot, a child; 
or on the fervant who was laft turned off: 
by this rule you will excufeyourfelf, do no 
hurt to any body dfe, and feve your ma- 
fter or lady from the trouble and vexation 
of chiding. 

When you want proper inftruments for 
any work you are about, ule all expedients 
you can invent, rather than leave your 
work undone. For inftance, if the poker 
be out of the way, or broken, ftir the fire 
with the tongs ; if the tongs be not at 
hand, ufe the muzzle of the bellows, the 
wrong end of the fire-fhovel, the handle 

of 
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i6 RULES THAT CONCERN ' 

^ of *thp fire brufli, the end of a mop, or 
. your mailer's cane. If you want paper to 
fmgt a fowl, tear the firft book you fee 
about the houfe. Wipe your fhoes, for 
want of a clout, with the bottom of a 
curtain, or a damafk napkin. Strip your 
livay lace for garters. If the butler wants 
a Jordan, he may ufe the great filver cup. 

There are feveral ways of putting out 
candles, and you ought to be inftruded 
in them all : you may run the candle end 
againft the wainfeot, which puts the fnuff 
out immediately : you may lay it on the 
ground, and tread the fiiuff out with your 
foot : you may hold it upfide down, until . 
it is choaked with its own greafe; or cram 
it into the locket of the candleftick : you 
may- whirl it round in your liand till it 
goes out : when you go to bed, after you 
have made water, you may dip the candle 
end intq the chamber pot : you may fpit 
on your finger and thumb, and pinch me 
fnuff till it goes out. The cook may run 
the candle's nofe into the meal tub, or the 
groom into a veflel of oats, or a lock <^ 
hay, or a heap of litter : the houfe-maid 
may put out her candle by running it a- 

gainft 
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gainftalooking-glafs, which nothing cleans 
fo well as candle-fnufF : but the quickeft 
and beft of all methods is, to blow it out 
with your breath, which leaves the candle 
clear, and readier to be lighted. 

There is nothing fo perhicious in a &• 
mily as a tell-tale, againft whom it muft 
be die principal bufinefs of you all to unite: 
whatever office he ferves in^ take all op- 
portunities to fpoil the buiinefs he is about, 
and to crofs himfelf in every thing. For 
inftance, if the butler be a tell-tale, break 
his glafles whenever he leaves the pantry- 
door open; or lock the cat or the maftifF 
in it, who will do as well : miflay a fork 
or a Ipoon fb as he may never find it. If it 
be the cook, whenever fhe turns her back, 
throw a lump of foot, or a handful of fait, 
in fhe pot, or fmoaking coals into the drip- 
ping-pan, or daub the roall meat with the 
back of the chimney, or hide the key of 
the jack. If a footman be fufpeded, let the 
cook daub the back of his new livery; or 
when he is going up with a difli of foup, 
-^ let her follow him fofdy with a ladle full, 
and dribble it all the way up ftairs to the 
dining room, and then let the houfe-maid 

C make 
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make fuch a noife, that Ker lady may hear 
it. The waiting-maid is very likely to be 
guilty of this fault in hopes to ingratiate 
herfelf : in this cafe the laundrefs muft be 
lure to tear her fmocks in the wafhing, 
and yet walh them but half; and, when 
fhe complains, tell all the houfe that fhe 
fweats fo much, and her flefh is fo naRy> 
that fhe fouls a fmock more in one hour» 
than the kitchen-maid doth in a week. 



DIREC- 
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DIRECTIONS 

TO 

SERVANTS. 

CHAP. I. 
DireSiiom totbe^\3Th%Vi, 

TN my diredions to fervants, I find from 
■■' my long obfervation, that you buders 
are the principal perfons concerned. 

Your bufinefs being of the greateft va- 
riety, and requiring the greateft exadtnejfs, 
I ihall as vf^ as I can recoiled run through 
the feveral branches of your olEce, and or- 
der my inftrudtions accordingly. 

In waiting at the fide-board, take all 
pofiible care to faveyour o^<^n trouble, and 
your matter's drinking-glaflb: therefore, 
firft, fince thofe who dine at the fame ta- 
ble are fiippofed to be friends, let them aU 
drink out of the fame glafs without walh- 
ing, which will fave you much pains, a$ 
well as the hazard of breaking them. Give 
no perfon any liquor until he hath called 

C2 for 
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for it thrice at* leaft ; by , which meafts, 
fbme out of modefty, and others but of 
forgetfulnefs, will call thfe feldomer, and 
thus your niafter's liquor be faved. 

If any one defires a glafs of bottled ale, 
firft fhake the bottle, to fee whether any 
thing be in it ; then tafte it, to fee what 
liquor it is, that you may not be miftaken j 
and laftly, wipe the mouth of the bottle 
with the palm of your hand to fhew your 
cleahlinefs. 

Be more careful to have the cork in the 
belly of the bottle than in the mouth; 
and, if the cork be mufty, or white fryers 
in your liquor, your mafter will fave the 
more. 

If an humble companion, a chaplain, a 
tutor, or a dependent coufin happen to be 
at ^able, whom you find to be little re- 
garded by the mafter, and the company, 
which nobody is readier to difcover and 
obferve than we fervants, it muft be the 
bufinefs of you and the footman, to follow 
the example of your betters, by treating 
him many degrees worfe than any of the 
reft, and you cannot pleafe your mafter 
better, or at leaft your lady. 

If 
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If any one calls for fmall-beer towards 
the end of dinner, do not give yburfelf 
the. pains of going down to the cellar, -but 
gather the droppings and leavings out of* 
the feveral cups and glafles and falvers 
into one; but turn your back to the com- 
pany for fear of being obferved. On the 
contrary, when any one calls for ale to- 
wards the end of dinner, fill the largeft 
tankard-cup top-full, by which you will 
have- the^'greateft part left to oblige your 
fellow-fervants, without the fin of ftealihg 
from your mafter. 

There is likewife a perquifite fiiU as ho- 
neft, by which you have a chance of get- 
ting every day the beft part of a bottle of 
wine for yourfelf; for you are to fuppofe, 
that gentlefolks will not care for the re- 
mainder of a bottle; therefore always fet 
a frefh one before theni after dinner, al- 
though there hath not been above a glafs 
drank of the other. 

Take Ipecial care that your bottles be 
not mufty before you fill them; in order to 
which, blow ftrongly. into the mouth of 
^very botde, and then if you fmell nothing 
but your own breath, immediately fill it. 

C3 If 
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If yda ait fent down in hafte to draw 
aiiy drink, aiid find it will not mn, do not 
be iat the trouble of opening a vent, but 
fclow ftroiigly into the foflet, and j^ou will 
find itimtiiediately pour into your mouth; 
ot take out the vent, but do not ftay to 
p^ it in agaifl, for fear your maft^^ Ihould 
want you. 

If you are curious to tafk fome crf'your 
tftafter's dioice bottles, em|^ as many df 
them juft below the neck as ivill make 
the quantity you want ; but then take 
care to fill them up again with clean wa- 
ter, that you may not ieffen your mafter's 
^quc»-. 

Thesre is an excellent invention found 
out of late years in the management <^ale 
and finall-beer at the fide-board : for in- 
f^ce, a gentleman calls for a glafs of ale 
and drinks but half; another calls for 
rmall-beer : you immediately turn out the 
remainder of the ale into the tankard, and 
fill the glafe with fmall-beer, and fo back- 
wards and forwards, as long as dinner laftis, 
hy which you anlwer three great ends : 
rirft, you kve yourfelf the trouble of 
waihifligj md consequently tfee danger of 

breaking 
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breaking your glares : Secondly, you are 
fure not to be miftakfcn in giving gentle- 
men the liquor they call for: And laftly, 
by this method you are certain that no- 
thing is loft. 

Becaufe butlers are apt to forget to bring 
up their ale and beer time enough, be Aire 
you remember to have up yours two hours 
before dinner ; and place them in the fun- 
ny part of the room, to let people fee that 
you have not been negligent. 

Some butlers have a way of decanting 
(as they call it) bottled ale, t>y which they 
iofe a good part of the bottom : let your 
method be to turn the bottle diredly up- 
fide down, which will make die liquor 
appear double the quantity; by this means, 
you will be fore not to Iofe one drop, and 
the froth will c(Miceal the muddinefs. 

Clean your plate, wipe your knives, 
and rub the dirty tables, with the napkins 
and table-cloths ufed that day ; for it is 
but one wafliing, and befides it will fav€ 
you wearing out the coarfe rubbers; and 
(in rewMxl of fuch good hufoandry, my 
judgment is, that you may lawfully make 

.€ 4 ufe 



Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



>4 ' DIRECTIONS TO 

ufe of the fineft damafk napkins for nightr 
caps for yourfelf, 

, When you plean your plat^, leave the 
wliiting plainly to be feen in all the chinks^ 
for fear your lady fliould not believe you 
had pleaned it; 

There is nothing vi^herein th? ^11 of 
% butler more appears, than in the mar 
nagement of candles, wji^reof although 
fome part may fall to t|ie Ihare of the Or 
ther fervants, yet you being the principd 
perfon concerned, I fhaU dired my in- 
ftrujStions upon this article to you only, 
leaving to your fellovi^-feryants to ^pply 
tliem upon occafion, 

Firft, to avoid burning day-rlight, and 
to favc your maftey's candles, never briiig 
them Vip tijl half an hour after it be dark, 
although they are called foj- n^ver fo ofte;i. 

Let your fockets be full of greafe to the 
brim, witli the old fnuifat the top, an^l 
then ftick on your frefh candles. It is true, 
this may endanger their faUing, l^ut the 
candles will appear fo much the longer and 
handfpmer before company. At other times, 
fdr variety,, put your candles loofe in the 
focketSjto fliew thpy are clean to the bottom. 

Whei^ 
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When yoyr candle is .too, big for the 
focket, melt it to a right fize in the fire; 
and to hide the foioke, wrap it in paper 
Jialf way up. 

You cannot but obferye of late ye^urs 
the great eictravpgance among the gentry 
upon the articles of candles, which a good 
butler, ought by all . means to difcouragi^ 
both to iave his own pains and his mafter'§ 
money: this m^y be contrived feveral 
ways :. elpe<pially when you ar^ prd^ed 
to put candles into the fconces. 

Sconces are great wafters of candles, 
^nd you, who ^f always to confider the 
advantage of your mafter, fhould do youf 
Utmpft to difcourage theqi ; th^eforeyour 
bufinefs muft be to prels the candle with 
both ybur hands' into the ibeket, Co as to 
make it leaa in fuch a manner, that die 
greafe may drop all iipon the floor, if fome 
lady's head-drefs or gentleman's perriwig 
be riot regdy to intercept it : you may like- 
wi^ ftick th? c^dle fo loofe, that it will 
fall upon the gl^s of the iconce, and break 
,it into ihattersj this will fave your mafter 
. |nai>y a fair penny in the. year, both in 
p^pjil^ aQ4 to the glafsrman, and yourfelf 

piuch 
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much labour; (cut the iccnces ipoiled can- 
not be ufed. 

Never let the candles bum too low, 
but give them, as a lawful perquilite, to 
your friend the cook to increafe her 
kitchcn-ftuff ; or if this be not allowed in 
youf houfe, give them in charity to the 
poor neighbours, who often run on your 
errands. 

When you cut bread for a toaft, do not 
ftand idly watching it, but lay it on the 
coals, and mind your other bufinefs, then 
come back, and if you find it toafted quite 
through, fcrape off the burnt fide, and 
ferve it up. 

When you drefs up your fide-board, fet 
the beft glafles as near the edge of the ta- 
He as you can ; by which means they will 
caft a double luftre, and make a much 
finer figure ; and the c<Mifec[uence can be 
at moft, but the breaking half a dozen, 
which is a trifle in your ihafter's pocket. 

Wafli the glades with your own water, 
to fave your mafter « fait. 

When any fait is Ipilt on 4lie table, do 
not let it be loft, but when dinner is done, 
fdd up the table-cloth with the fait in itj 

then 
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then fliake the &k out into the falt-cdkr 
to ferve next day: but the fhortcft and 
fureft way is, when you remove the doth, 
to wrap the knii^es, forks, ipoons, fait- 
cellars, broken bread, and Icraps of meat 
altogeth^ in the table-clodi, by which 
you will be fure to lofe nothing, unlc& 
you think it better to fhake them out of 
the window amongft the beggars, that 
they may with more convenience eat the 
icraps. 

Leave the dr^ of wine, ak, and other 
liquors in the bottles : to rince theni is 
but lofs of time, iuice all will be done at 
once in a general wafhing; and you will 
have a better excufe for l»csking them. 

If your jnafter hath many mufty, or very 
foul and crufted bottle^ I advife you, iti 
point of obnfcienoe, thatthofe may be the 
firft you truck at the neirt ale-hioule for 
ale or brandy. 

When a meilage is lent to your mafter, 
be kind to your brother-iervant who brings 
it ; give him the beft liquor in your keep- 
ing, for your mafter's h<5nour; and at 
the ifirft c^pormttity he wili dO ^e lame 

to you. 

After 
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After filppCT, if it be dark, cany your 
l^ateahd china together inthef^ne bafket, 
to fave candle-light, for you know your 
pantry well enough to put them up in the 
dark. 

When company is exped:cd at dinner, 
or in the evenings, be fure to be abroad, 
that nothing may be got which is under 
your key, by which your mafter will fave 
-his Hquor, and not wear out his plate. 

I come now to a moft important part 
of your oeconomy, the bottUng of a hogf- 
head of wine, wherein I recommend three 
virtues, cleanliness, frugality, and brother- 
ly love, I^et your corks be of the longefl 
kind you can get; which will fave fome , 
-wine in the neck of every bottle: as to 
/your botdeis, chufe the fmaJleft you can 
find, which wiU increafe the number of 
dozens, and pleafe your .mafter; for a 
bottle of wine is always a bottle of wine< 
wheth^ it hold moreor lefs; and if your 
mafter hath his proper. numb?r of dozens, 
he cannot complain. 

Every bottle muft be firft rinced_with 
wirje, for fear of any moiftureleft in the 
wafhin^ : fome out of ^ niiftaken thrift, 

wiU 
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Will rince a dozen bottles witib the fame 
wine ; but I would advife you, for more 
caution, to change the wine at every fe- 
cond botde : a gjll may be enough. HaVe 
bottles ready by to fave it ; and it will be 
a good perquisite either to fell or drink 
with the cook. 

- Never draw your hogfliead tod low ; 
nor tilt it for fear of difturbing your liquon 
When it begins to run flow, and before 
the wine grows cloudy, fhake the hogf^ 
head, and carry a glafs of it to your nia- 
fter, who will praife you for your difcre- 
tion, and give you all the reft as a pefquifite 
to your place : you may tilt the hogfhead 
the next day, and in' a fortnight get a 
dozen or two of good clear wine to dif- 
pdfe of as you pleale. 

In bottling wine, fill your mouth full 
of corks, together with a large plug of 
tobacco, which will give to the wine the 
true tafte of the weed, fo delightful to all 
good judges in drinking. 

When you are ordered to decant a fiif- 
picious bottle, if a pint be out, give your 
hand a dextrous fhake, and fhew it in a 
aglafs, that it begins to be muddy. 

When 
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When a hogOiead of wine or any other 
Hquor is to be bottled off, wafh your bot— 
ties immediately before you begin; but, 
be fure not to drain them, by wfech good 
mana^ment your mafter will lave Ibme 
gallons in every hpglhead. 

This is the time, that in honour to your 
mafter you ought to {hew your kindnefs 
to your fellow-fervants, and efpecially to 
the cook; for what fignifies a few ilag<xis 
out of a whole hogftiead? But make them 
be drank in your prefence, for fear they 
fhould be given to other folks, and fo your 
mafter be wronged: but advife them, if 
they get drunk, to go to bed, and leave 
word they are fick; which laft caution I 
would have all the fervants obferve, bod^ 
male and female. 

If your mafter finds the hogfhead to 
fallfhortof his expe^tion, what is plainer, 
than that the veffel leaked : that the wine- 
cooper had not fiilled it in proper time j 
that the merchant cheated Jiina with « 
hogfhead below the common meafure ? 

When you are to get water on. for tea 
after dinner (which in many femiUes is 
part of your office) to fave firing, and t^ 

make 
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make more hafte, pour it into tlie tea^ * 
kettle from the pot where cabbage or fiih 
have been bcaling, which will make it 
much wholclbmcr by curing the add and > 
corroding quality of the tea. 

Be faying of your candles, and let thofe 
in the fconces of the hall, the Aairs, and 
in the lanthom, bum down into the fbck- 
ets, until they go out of themfelves, for 
which your mafter and lady will commend 
your thrifdnefs, as fbon as they fhall fmell 
thefnufF. . 

If a gentleman leaves a fnuff-box or 
pick-tooth-cafe on the table after dinner^ 
and goeth away, look upon it as part of 
your vails ; for £0 it is allowed by all fer- 
vants, and you do no wrong to your mafler 
or lady. 

If you ferve a country 'Iquire, when 
gentlemen and ladies cxane to dine at 
your houfe, never fail to make their fer- 
vants drunk, and eipecially the coachman, 
for the honour of your mafter, to which 
in all your a6ticBis you raoft have a Spe- 
cial regard, as beii^ the beft judge : for 
the honour of every family is depofited 
in the hands of the cook, the buder, and 

the 
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the groom, as I fliall hereafter dcmdii-^ 
ftrate. 

8niiff the candles at fupper as they ftand 
on thfe table, which is much the fecureft 
wayjbecaufe, if the burning Ihuff hap-^ 
pens to get out of the IhuiFers, you have 
a chance that it may fall into a difh of 
foup, fack-poflet, rice-milk, or the like, 
where it will be immediately extinguifhed. 
with very little ftink. 

When you have fnuffed the candle, al- 
ways leave the fnuifers open, for the fnnff 
will of itfelf bum away to afhes, and can- 
not fall out and dirty the table, when you 
fiiuiF the candks again. 

That the fait may -He fmooth in the: 
falt-cellar, prefs it down with your moid 
palm. 

When a gentleman is going away after 
dining with your matter, be fiirc to ftand 
full ill view, and follow him to the door, 
and as you have opportunity look full in 
his face, perhaps it may bring you a fhil- 
ling; but, if the gentleman hath lain there 
a night, get the cook, the houfe-maid, 
the flable-men, the fculHon^ and the gar-- 
diner, to accompany you, and to fland in 

his 
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his wfty to the H^ in a line on each iicje 
of him: if the gentkman petforms han4n 
fom^y^ "it will do him honour, an4 <?oft 
your jsafter nothing." 

You need not wipe yovr knife to cu| 
bread for the iaWe> becaufe in cuttipg a 
i^9 (M* two jit will wipe itfelf. 

Put your fm^r into every bottie to ff^ 
wbete itb? fnUj which ip the fy«eft wgyi 
for feeling h*th no f^low. 

When yom go down to the c^ar t9 
4ftw ale or fin^l-baej^, take care to ;ohr 
ierve diriei^y the foUowiipg method ? hf^ 
ithe ye^ -betwewa the :5Bgff' and thij«# 
pf your right hand, with ?he. paj^ #pi- 
wards, l^n hold the eaedJe bciCwe^ jiour 
Bn^m* hut a Uflth hasm^ l^^yards the 
fljouth of th^ veflel; then take out the 
i^ggpt m^ ymx left hand, and clap thf 
jHMat !(j»f it in yi>w mouth, and ke&p your 
left hmd to watch accidents ; when the 
Vf^ is lull, withdraw the Jj>iggpt frooR 
y<PRir tnoulSi, well wetted wkh ipittk, 
whkSi being o^ a ilin^ confiftence wiU 
make it fticfc ftfter in the fo0et : if any 
tM9W ditops inlio thei?effel you i»ay eafily 

J> (if 
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(if you thiiik of it) remove it witli a fpoon, 
or rather with your finger. 

Always lock up a cat in the clofet 
where you keep your china plates, for fear 
the mice may fteal in and break them. 

A good butler always breaks off the 
point of his bottle*fcrew in two days by 
trying which is hardeft, the point of the 
fcrew, or the neck of the bottle i in this 
cafe, to fupply the want of a fcrew, aftef 
the ftump hath torn the cork in pieces, 
make ufe of a filver fork, and when the 
Scraps of the cork are almofl drawn out, 
flirt the mouth of the bottle into the ciftern 
three or four tunes until you quite clear it. 

If a gentleman dines often with your 
mafter, and gives you nothing when he 
goes away, you may ufe feveral methods 
to fhew him ibme marks of your difplea- 
iure, and quicken his memory : if he calls 
fcM: bread or drink, you may pretend not 
to hear, or fend it to another who called 
after him : if he aflcs for wine, let him ftay 
a while, and then fend him fmall-beer ; 
give him always foul glafles ; fend him a 
fpoon when he wants a knife; wink at the 
footman to leave him without a plate: by 

thefe. 
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thefe, and the like expedients, you may 
probably be a better man by half a crown 
befbre he leaves the houfe, provided you 
watch an opportunity of" (landing by, when 
he is going. . 

If your latjy loves play, your fortune is 

fixed for ever: moderate gaming will be 

a perquifite of ten (hillings a week ; and 

in (iich a family I would rather chufe to 

be butler than chaplain, or even rathei^ 

than be fteward : it is all ready money, 

and got without labour, unlefs your lady 

happens to be one of thofe, who either 

obligeth you to find wax-candles, or 

forcethyou to divide it with fome favourite 

fervants; but at worft, the old cards are 

your own J. and if the gamefters play deep 

or grow peevi(h, they will change the 

cards fo often, that the old ones will be a 

' confiderable advantage by felling them to 

co(Fee-houfes, or families who love play, but 

cannot afFord better than cards at fecond 

hand : when yoii attend at the fervice, be 

fure to leave new packs within the reach 

of the gamefters, which tho(e who have 

ill luck will readily take to change their 

fortune ; and now and then an old pack 

D 2 ' mingled 
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tningled with the reft will cafily pzd. Be 
fore to be very officious on play ni^ts, 
and ready with your candles to light out 
yoQT company, and hare falvers of wine at 
hand to give them when they call; but 
manage fo with the cook, that tihere be 
no fupper, becaufe it will be fo much 
laved in your matter's family ; and, be- 
caufe a fupper will confiderably lefTen your 
gains. 

Next to cards there is nothing fb pro- 
fitable to you as bottles, in which perqui- 
fit« you have no competitors except the 
footmen, who are apt to fteal and vend 
them for pots of beer : but you are bound 
to prevent any fuch abufes in your matter's 
family - the footmen are not to an:fiver for 
what are broken at a general bottling; 
and thofe may be as many as your dil^ 
cretion will make them. 

The profit of glaffes is fb very incon- 
fiderable, that it is hardly worth mention- 
ing : it confifls only in a fmall prefent 
made by the glafsman, and about, four 
fiiiHings in the pound added to the prices 
for your trouble and fkill in chufing them. 
if your matter hath a large ilock of glaf- 
• fes. 
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(es, and you or your fellow-fcrvants hap- 
pen to break any of them without your 
matter's knowledge, keep it a fecret till 
there are not enough left to ferve the tabl^ 
then tell your mafter that the glafles are 
gone; this will be but one vexation to 
him, which is much better than fretting 
CMice or twice a week; and it is the office 
of a good fervant to dilcompole his mafter 
and his lady as feldom as he can ; and here 
the cat and dog will be of great ule to 
take the blame from you. Note, that bot- 
tles miffing are fuppofed to be half ftolen 
by ftragglers and other fervants, and the 
other half broken by accident, and a ge- 
neral wafhing. 

Whet the backs of your knives until 
they are as ffiarp as the edge, which will 
have this advantage, that when gentlemen 
find them blunt on one fide, they may try 
the other; and to fhew you Ipare no pains 
in fharpening the knives, whet them lb 
long, till you wear out a good part of the 
iron, and eveh the bottom of the filver- 
handle. This doth credit to your mafter, 
for it ffiews good houfe-keeping, and the 
goldfmith may one day make you aprefent. 

D 3 Your 
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Your lady, when flic finds the fmall- 
beer or ale dead, will blame you for not 
remembring to put die peg into the vent- 
hole. This is a great miftake, nothing be- 
ing plainer, than that the peg keeps the 
air in the veflel, which fpoils the drink, 
and therefore ought to be let out ; but iif 
fhe infifts Upon it, to prevent the trouble 
of pulling out the vent, and putting it in 
a dozen times a day, which is not to be 
borne by a good fervant, leave the fpiggot 
half out at night, and you will find, with 
only the lofs of two or three quarts of li- 
quor, the vefiel will run freely. 

When you prepare your Candles, wrap 
them up in a piece of brown paper, and ib 
flick them into the fbcket : let the paper 
come halfway up the candle, which looks 
handfbme, if any body fhould come in. 

Do all in the dark to fave your ma- 
iler's candles. 



CHAP. 
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' CHAP. n. 

. DireBions to the CO OK. 

ALTHOUGH I am not ignorant, that 
it hath been a long time fince die 
cuftom began among people of quality to 
keep men cooks, and generally of the 
french nation : yet becaufe my treatife is 
chiefly calculated for the general run di 
knights, 'fquires, and gentlemen both in 
town and country, I fhall therefore apply 
to you Mrs. Cook, as a woman : however, 
a great part of what I intend may ferve 
for either fex 5 and your part naturally 
follows the former, becaufe the butler and 
you are joined in intereft ; your vails are 
generally equal, and paid when others are 
difappointed : you can junket together at 
nights upon your own progue, when the 
reft of the houfe are a-bed ; and have it 
in your power to make every fellow-fer- 
vant your friend; you can give a good bit 
or a good fup to the Httle matters and 
mifles, and gain their affedions : a quar- 
rel between you is very dangerous to yoij 
both, and will probably end in one of you 

D 4 being 
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bemg turned off; in which fatal cafe per- 
haps it will ftot be fo tefy in fome time 
to cotton with ^otho*. And now Mrs. 
Cpok, I proceed to give you my infthic- 
tioAs, which I dcfire you will get fome 
fellow-fervant in the ramily t6 read to you 
conftantly one night in every week when 
you ate going to hcd, whether you fervc 
m town or country, for my leffcns fhall 
be fitted for both. 

If your lady forgets at fupper, that tliere 
is any cold meat in the houfe, do not you 
be fo officious as to put her in mind ; it 
is plain ihe did not want it ; and if fhe re- 
colledls it the next day, fay fhe gave you 
no orders, and it is fpent ; therefore, for 
fear of telling a lye, difpofe of it with the 
butler, or any other crony, before you go 
to bed. 

Never fend up a leg of a fowl at fupper, 
while there is a cat or a dog in the houfe, 
that can be acciifed for running away with 
it 1 but if there happen to be neither, you 
inuft lay it upon die rats, or a ftrange 
greyhound. 

It is ill houfewifery to foul your kitchen 
tubbers with wiping the bottoms of the 

difhes 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



THE COOK. * 41 

diflies you fend up, fince the table-cloth 
will do as well, and is changed every 
meal. r 

Never clean your ipits after they have 
been ufedj for the greafe left upon them 
by meat is the beft thing to preie^e them 
from nift; and when you make ufe of 
them again, the fame ^^eaie will keep the 
infide of the meat moift. 

If you live in a rich family, rodHng 
and boiling are below the dignity of your 
office, and which it becomes you to be 
ignorant of; therefore leave that work 
wholly to the kitchen-wench, for fear of 
disgracing the family you live in. 

If you are employed in marketing, buy 
your meat as cheap as you can, but when 
you bring in your accounts, be tender of 
your mafter's honour, and fet down the 
higheft rate ; which bcfides is but juftice, 
for nobody can afford to fell at the fame 
rate that he buys, and I am confident that 
ybu may charge fafely; fwear that you 
gave no more, than what the butcher and 
poulterer afkcd. If your lady orders you 
to fet up a piece of meat for fuppcr, you 
ate not to underiland that you myd fet it 
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up all, therefore you may give half- to 
yourfelf and the butler. 

Good cooks cannot abide what they 
juftly call fiddling work, where abundance 
of time is fpent and little done: fuch for 
inftance, is the drefling finall birds, re- 
quiring a world of cookery and clutter, 
and a fecond or third Ipit, which by the 
way is abfblutely needlefs ; for it will be a 
very ridiculous thing indeed, if a Ipit which 
is ftrong enough to turn a firloin of berf, 
fliould not be able to turn a lark ; how- 
ever, if your lady be nice, and is afraid 
that a large Ipit will tear them, place them 
handfomely in the dripping-pan, where 
the fat of roafted mutton or beef falling 
on the birds, will ferve to bafte them, and 
fo fave both time and butter: for what 
cook of any fpirit would lofe her time in 
picking larks, wheat-ears, and other fmall 
birds ? Therefore, if you cannot get the 
■maids, or the young mifles to aflUl you, 
e'en make fhort work, and either finge <»: 
-flay them; there is no great lofs in the 
ildns, and the flefh is juft. the fame, 
• If you are employed in market, do not 
accept a treatof a beef-ftakc and a pot of 
^ ' ale 
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ale from the butcher, which I think in 
confcience is no better than wronging your 
ixiafter j.but do you always take that per- 
quilite in money if you do not go in tr«lV, 
or in poundage when you pay the bills. 

The idtchen bellows being tifually ont 
of order with ftirring the fire with the 
muzzle to fave the tongs and poker, bor- 
row the bellows out of your lady's bed- 
chamber, which being leaft ufed are com- 
monly the beft in the houfe ; and if you 
happen to damage or greafe them, you 
have a chance to have them left entirely 
for your own ufe. 

Let a black-guard boy be always about 
the houfe to fend on your errands, and go 
to market for you on rainy days, which 
will fave your cloaths, and make you ap^ 
pear more creditable to your miftrefs. 

If your miftrefs allows you the kitchen- 
ftuff, in return of her generofity take care 
to boil and roaft your meat fufficiently. 
If fhe keeps it for her own profit, do her 
juftice, and rather than let a good fire be 
wanting, enliven it now and then with the 
dripping and the butter that happens to 
tvrn to oil. 

Send 
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Send up your meat well ftuck with 
fkewers, to make it look round and plump ; 
and an iron fkcwer rightly employed now 
and then will make it look h^idlbmer. 

When you roaft a long joint of meat, 
be careful only about the middle, and 
leave the two extreme parts raw, which 
may ferve another time, and wiU alfo fave 
firing. 

When you fcour your plates and dilhes, 
bend the brim inward, (o as to make them 
hold the more. 

Always keep a large fire in the kitchen 
when there is a.fmall dinner, or the fa- 
mily dines abroad, that the neighbours 
feeing the finoak may commend your 
mafter's houfe-keeping: but, when much 
company is invited, then be as fparing as 
pomble of your coals, becaufe a great deal 
of the meat being half raw will be faved, 
and ferve next day. 

Boil your meat conftantly in pump 
water, becaufe you muft fometimes want 
river or pipe water, and then your mif- 
trefs obferving your meat of a difierent 
colour, will chide you when you are not 
in fault. 

When 
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Wh^n you have plenty <rf fowl in the 
larder, leave the door open in pity to the 
poor cat, if fhe be a good moufer. 

If you find it neceflaiytogoto market 
in a wet day, take outyourmiftrefs's riding- 
hood and cloak to fave your cloaths. 

Get three or four chair-women to at- 
tend you conftandy in the kitchen, whom 
you pay at fmall charges, only with the 
broken nieat, a few coals, and all the cin- 
ders. 

To keep troublefome fervants out of 
the kitchen, always leave the winder flick- 
ing on the jack to fall on their heads. 

If a lump of foot falls into the foup, 
and you cannot conveniently get it oiit, 
ftir it well, and it will give the foup a 
hi^french tafte. 

If you mek your butter to oil, be under 
no concern, but fend it up, for oil is a 
gentcekr fauce than trattcr. 

Scrape the bottoms of your pots and 
kettles with a filver fpoon, for fear of giv- 
ing them a tafte of copper. 

When you fend up butter for fauce, be 
fo thrifty as to let it be half water j' which 
is aifo much wholefomer. 

If 
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If your butter when it is melted tables 
of brafs, it is your mafter's fault, who will 
not allow you a filver fauce-pan; befides, 
the lefs of it will go farther, and new- tin- 
ning is very chargeable : if you have d fil- 
ver fauce-pan, and the butter fmells of 
fmoak, lay the fault upon the coals. 

Never make ufe of a fpoon in any thing 
that you can do with your hands, for fear 
of wearing out your mafter's plate. 

When you find that you cannot get 
dinner ready at the time appointed, put 
the clock back, and then it may be ready 
to a minute. 

Let a red-hot coal now and then fall 
into the dripping-pan, that the finoak of 
the dripping may afcend, and give theroaft 
meat a high tafte. 

You are to look upon the kitchen as 
your dreffing-room ; but you are not to 
wafli your hands till you have gone to 
the neceflary-houfe, and fpitted your 
meat, trufled your fowl, picked your faj* 
lad, nor indeed till after you have lent up 
your fccond courfe ; for your hands will 
be ten times fouler with the many thin^ 
you are forced to handle; but when your 

work 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



THE COOK. 47 

work is over, one waihing will ferve for 
all. 

There is but one part of yoiir drefling 
that I would admit while the victuals are 
toiling, roafting, or ftewing; I mean the 
combing your head, which lofeth no time, 
becaufe you can fiand over your cookery, 
and watch it with cme hand, while you are 
uiing your comb with the other. 

If any of the combings happen to be 
lent up with the viAuals, you may iafdy 
lay the fault upon any of the footmen 
tlmt hath vexed you : as thofe gentlemen 
are fometimes apt to be malicious, if you 
refufe them a fop in the pan, or a flice 
fi*om the Ipit, much iiiore when you dif- 
charge a ladleful of hot porridge on dicir 
legs, or fend them up to their mafters with 
a diih-clout pinned at their tails. 

In roafting and boiHng, order the kitch- 
en-maid to bring none but the large oDals, 
and lave the fmall ones for the fires above 
flairs; the firft are properefl for drefling 
meat, and when they are out, if you happen 
to mifcarry in any dilh, you may fairly lay 
the fault upon want of coals; befides, the 
dndcr-pickers will be fure to fpeakill-of 

your 
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your mafler's houfe-kecping, where they 
do not find plenty of large cinderSkiiiiict 
with irtih krgo coals : thus you may drefs 
your meat with credit, do an aiSfc of cl:^^ 
rity, raife the honour of pur mafter, and 
i&metimes ^t ihare of a pot of ale for 
your bounty to the cinder-woman. 

As foon as 3nQU have lent up the ieGOfid 
courfe, you have nothing to do (in a gneat 
family) until fiq^r: thercfisre fcour your 
hands and face, put on your hood .and 
iibarfe, and take your pkafure among your 
cronies, till nine or ten at nighL<**^But 
filine firiL 

Let there be always a flxid frjendsflap 
between you and the buder, for it is bodk 
your interefiis to be united^ the buder df^ 
ten wants a comfortable tit-bit, and you 
much oftener a cool cup of good liqpoc» 
However be cautious d him, £ar he is 
,fometimes an inoonftant kivtr, hecasakhs 
hath great advantage to a^ie the moids 
widi a ^afs of iack, or white wine sai. 
fugar. 

When you joaft a iaieaft of veal, nCf 
member your ifiveet-rhemt the butler Icokb 
a fwect-bread; therefone fet it afide -dH 

evening: 
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evemng : you can fay^ the cat or the dog 
Has run away with itj or you found it- 
t»inted, or fly-blown; and befides it 
looks as well at the table without it aa. 
"mth it. /; 

WhenyoU make the company waitlong^ 
for dinner, and the meat beover^done, 
which is generally the cafe, you may law- 
fully lay the fault upon your lady, who! 
hurried you fo- to fend up dinner, that you 
was forced to fend it up too much boiled- 
and rbafted. • 

If your dinner mifearries in almoft every" 
difh, how could you help it ? You were 
teized by the footmen coming into the 
kitchen j and to prove it true, take occa-r 
(ion to be angry, and throw a ladleful of 
broth on one or two of their liveries; be-; 
fides, Friday 2ix\6. Childermas-day 3xt two 
crofs day« in the week, and it is impdfliblc 
to have good luck on either of them ; 
therefore on thofe two days you have i. 
lawful excufe. 

: When you are in hafteto take down 
your difhes, tip them ih fuch a manner, 
'^t a dozen will fall together upon the 
(dreflfer, jufl ready for your hand. j 

:, E "To 
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To iavc time and trouble, cut your ap* 
pks and onions with the fame knife ; and 
wdl-bred gently love the tafte of an onion 
in every tmng they eat. 

Lump three or four pounds of butter 
together with your hand, then dafh it 
^gainft the wall juft over the drefler, fo as 
to have it ready to pull by pieces as you 
have occaficm for it. 

If you have a filver fauce-pan for the 
kitchen ufe, let me advife you to batter it 
well, and keep it always black; this will 
be for your mailer's honour, for it fliews 
there has been conftant good houfe-keep- 
ing: and make room f<M* the fauce-pan hy 
wri^ling it on the coals, etc. 

In the fame manner, if you are allowed 
a large filver fpoon for the kitchen, let 
half the bole of it be worn out with con- 
tinual fcraping and ftirring, and often fay 
merrily, This fpoon owes my matter no 
fervice. 

When you fend up a me6 of broth, 
watCT-gruel, or the like, to your matter in 
a morning, do not forget with your thumb 
and two fingers to put fait on the fide of 
the plate J for if you make ufe of g. fpoon, 

or 
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5r the end of a knife, there mdy be danger 
tha^ the fait would fall, and that would be 
A fign of ill luck. Only remember to lick 
yout thumb and fingers clean, before you 
iofFer to touch the fait. 

CHAP. III. 

DireBions to the¥ OOTUkH. 

YOUR employment being of a mixt 
nature, extends to a great variety of 
bufinefs, and you ftand in a fair way of 
being the favourite of your mafter or mif- 
txefs, or of the young matters and miiles 5 
you are the fine gentleman of Che family, 
with whom all the maids are in love. You . 
are fometimes a pattern of drefs to your 
mafter, and fometimes he is fb to you. 
You wait at table in all companies, and 
Confequently have the opportunity to fee 
and know the world, and to underftand 
men and manners ; I confefs your vails are 
but few, unlefs you are fent with a pre* 
fent, or attend the tea in the country ; 
but you are called Mr. in the neighbour* 
hood, and fometimes pick up a fortune; 
perhaps your mafter's daughter; and I 

E 2 have 
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have known mwiy of yoiir trijjfe to have 
good commands in the army. In town 
you have a feat referved for you in the 
play-houfe, where you have an opporto^, 
nity of becoming wits and criticks: you 
have no profefled enemy except the rabble, 
and my lady's waiting-woman, who are 
fometimes apt to call you fkip-kennel. I 
have a true veneration for your office, 
becaufe I had once the honour to be one 
of your order, which I fooliflily left by 
demeaning myfelf with accepting an em- 
ployment in the cuftom-houfe. But that 
you, my brethren, may come to better 
fortunes, I fhall here deliver my inftruc- 
tions, which have been the fruits of much 
thought and obfervation, as well as df feven 
years experience. 

In order to learn the fecrets of other 
families, tell them thofe of your mailer's ; 
thus you will grow a favourite both at 
'home and abroad, and regarded as a per* 
ion of importance. 

' Never be feen in the ftreets with a baf- 
ket or bimdle in your hands, and carry 
nothing but what you can hide in your 
pocket, otherwife you will difgrace your 

calling: 
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calling : to prevent which; always retain a 
Wack-guard boy to cany your loads ; and ^ 
if you want farthings, pay him with a 
good ilice of bread, or fcrap of meat. 

Let a flioe-boy clean your own fliocs 
firft, for fear of fouling the chamber, thai 
let him clean your mailer's; keep him on 
purpofe for that ufe, and to run o£ errands, i 
and pay him with fcraps. When you are 
lent on an errand, be lure to edge in fome: 
bufinefs of your own, either to fee your* 
liveet-heart, or drink a pot of ale with' 
fome brother-fervants, which is fo much' 
time clear gained. 

There is a great controverfy about the 
moft convenient and genteel way of hold- 
ing your plate at meals ; fome ftick it be- 
tween the fiame and the back of the chair,; 
which is an excellent expedient, where the 
make of the chair wHl allow it: others; 
for fear the pkte fhould jfall, grafp it fb 
iirmly, that their thumb reacheth to the 
middle of the hollow ; which however, if 
your thumb be diy, is no fecure method ; 
;and therefore in that cafe, I adyife yoiM" 
iwettihg the ball of it with your tongue c 
.as to that abfurd practice of letting -the 
• \ E 3 back 
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back of the plafc lye leaning on the hol- 
low of your hand, which fome ladies rc- 
coiamcnd, it is univerfally exploded, being 
liable tp fo many accidents. Others again 
are fo refined, that they hold theu- plate 
direflly under the left arm-pit, which is 
the bm fituatjon for keeping it warm ; 
but this may be dangerous in the article 
of takipg away a difh, where your plate 
may happen to fall upon fome of the 
company's heads, I confefs myfelf to have 
ol^ded againft all thefe ways, which I 
have fi-cqucntly tried; and therefore I re- 
commeiid a fourth, whidi is to flick your 
plate up to the rim inclufive, in the left 
fide between your waiftcoat and your fhirt j 
this will keep it at ha& as warm as under 
ypur arm-pit, pr o<iftcr (as the Scofs call 
it i) this will hide it &>y as ibrangers may 
tak? yo^ for a better Icrvant,. too good to 
hol^ a plate; this will fecure it hamfaBy 
ingy an4 thus di^ioled, it lies ready for 
you tp whip out in a moment ready 
wanjaed tp any gueft within your reach, 
^lio may ^^^nt it. And laflly, there is 
gfiftthcr convcnicnee in this mctho4> tha^ 
if ftRjr tjin^ during yopr waiting jroii iin4 

yoyfr 
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yourfelf going to cough Or fheeze, you 
can immediately fhatch out the plate, and 
hold the hollow part clofe to your nok or 
mouth, and thus prevent fpirdng any 
moifture from eitbo^ upon the diflies or 
the ladies head-drefs : you fee gentlemen 
and ladies obierve a hke pradice on' fuch 
an occafion, with a hat or a handerchief; 
yet a plate is lefs fouled and fboner deaned 
than either of tl^fe ; for when your cough 
or fheeze is over, it is but returning your 
plate to the lame pofitkm, and your fhirt 
will clean it in the pailage. 

Take off the lai^ft diihes,and fetthem 
on with one Imnd to fhew the ladies your 
vigour and ftrength of back; but always 
do it between two ladies, that if the difh 
happens to flip, the foup or iauce may fall 
on their clooths, and hot daub the floor : 
by this pra£kice, two of our brethren, my 
worthy friends^ got confiderable fortunes* 

Learn all the new-falhion words, and 
oaH]^s, and fiangs, and fcraps of plays that 
your memory can hold. Thus, you will 
beccnne the delist of nine ladies in. ten, 
and the envy of itiiiety-nine beaux in a 
hundred. 

E4 Take 
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; Take care, that at certain periods, dur-r i 
ing dinner elpecially, when perfons of 
quality are there, you and your brethren 
be all out of the room together, by. which: 
yxM will give yourfelves fome ea^e from, 
the fatigue of waiting, and at the fame 
time leave the company to converfe more 
freely without being conib-dned by your 
prefence. 

When you are fent on a irieflage, deli-r 
ver it in your own words, although it be 
to a duke or a duchefs, and not in the 
words of your mafter or lady j for how can 
theyunderftand what belongs to a meflage 
as well as you, who have been bred to the 
employment? But never deliver the anfwer 
till it is called for, and then adorn it with 
your own flyle. • 

. Wheii dinner is done, carry down a great 
heap of plates to the kitchen, and when 
you come to the head of the flairs, trundle 
them all before you: there is not a more 
agreeable fight or found, ei^jecially if they 
be filver, befides the trouble they feve 
you, and there they will lie ready near the 
kitchen door for the fcullion tp wafh 
them* . . - - ■. 

If 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



,THE FOOTMAN. " 57 

If ycfti are briiigirig up a joint of meat 
in a difh, and it falls out of your hand, 
before you get into the dining-room, with 
tiie meat on the ground, and the faucc' 
fpilled,^ take up the meat gently, wipe if 
with the flap of your coat,- then put it" 
again into the difh, aiid ferve it up; and 
when your lady mifles the faiice, tell her, 
it is to be fent up in a plate by itfelf. 
. When you carry up a difh of meat, dip 
your fingers in the fauce, or lick it with 
your tongue, to try whether it be good, 
and fit for ydur mafler's table. 

You are the befl judge of what ic^ 
quaintance your lady ought to bavie, an4 
thetdcMie if fhefejids you on a meflage of 
compliment or biifinefs to a family yoii 
do not like, deliver the anfwer in foch 4 
m^ner, as may breed a quarrd between 
theto riot to be -reconciled: cJr, tf a foot- 
man comes -from- -the fame feijiily -on the 
like errand, turn the anfwer fhc ordel* 
ijaa to deliver, iri'fueH a isn^neF, as the 
:other family may take it for an ailront. > 

When you are in lodgings, and no fhoe- 
-boy to be got, clean your iiiafler's fhoes 

- . : with 
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with the bottom of the curtains, a clean 
napkin, or your landlady's apron. 

Ever wear your hat in the houfe, but 
when your mafter calls ; and as foon as you 
come into his prefence, pull it off to fhew 
your manners. 

Never clean your ihoes on the fcrapcr,. - 
but in the entry, or at the foot of the 
flairs, by which you will have the credit 
of being at home almoft a minute fooner, 
and the fcraper will laft longer. 

Never aflc leave to go abroad, for then 
it will be always known that you are ab- 
fent, and you will be thought an idle ram- 
bling fellow; whereas if you go out and 
nobody obferves> you have a chance of 
coming home without bemg miffed, and 
yoii need nc* tell your fellow-fcrvants 
where you are gonCj foe they will be fure 
to hy, you w€re in the houfc but two 
minutes ago> which is the duty of allJ^r 
vants. 

Snuff the candles vnth your fingert, 
and throw the fhuff on the floor, ttueii 
tread it out to prevent flinkiog: this xne-- 
thod will vety much &ve the fnuficca from 
we^rmg out, Yqx^ ought alfp to ihwff tliem 
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cldfe to the tallow, which will make them 
run, and (o encreafe the perquifite of the 
cook's kitchen-ftufF; for fhe is the peribn 
you ought in prudence to be well with. 

While grace is faying after meat, do 
you and your brethren take the chairs 
from behind the company, Q> that when 
they go to fit a^ain, they may fall badk- 
wards, which will make them all menyj 
but be you fo difcreet as to hdd your 
laughter till you get to the kitchen, and 
th^n divert your fellow-fervants. 
. When you know your mailer is moft 
bufy in company, come in and pretend to 
fetlle about the room, and if he chides, 
feyy you thought he rung the bell. This 
will divert him from plodding on bufinefs 
too much, or fpending himfelf in talk, or 
racking his thoughts, all which are hurt" 
ful to bis conftitudon. 

If you s«^ ordered to break the claw of 
a crab or a lobfter, clap it between the 
fides of thf dining room door between 
the hii^s ; thus you can do it gradually 
without mafliing the meat, which is of- 
ten the fate pf the ftr^^t-door-key, or the 

Whe^ 
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' When you take a foul plate from any 
of the guefts, and obferve the foul kn& 
and fork lying on the plate, (hew your 
dexterity, take up the plate, and throw- 
off' the knife and fork on the table wim- 
out fhalSng off the bones or broken meat 
that are left : then the gueft, who hatk 
more time than you, will wipe the fork 
and knife already ufed. 

When you carry a glafs of liquor to any 
pCTfon who hath called for it, do not bob 
him on the fhoulder, or cry, fir, or ma- 
dam, here's the glafs; that would be un- 
fnannefly, as if you had a mind to force 
k" down one s throat ; but (land at the 
perfon s left fhoulder and wait his time ; 
and if he ftgkes it down with his elbow 
fey forgetfulnefs,* that was his fault and hot 
yours. ' - ' - 

When your miftrefs fends you for a 
hackney coach -in a wet day, come l»ck 
in the coach to fkve your cloaths and lh& 
trouble of walking; it is better the bottom 
"of her petticoats fliould be daggled vp^ith 
your dirty fhoes, than your livery be fpoil~ 

ed, and.yourfelf get acold, ' ^ ■ 

•ThefiJ 
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There is no indignity fo great to one of 
your ftation, as that of lighting your nja- 
iler in the ftreets with a lanthorn;. and 
■therefore it is very honeft poHcy to try aU 
arts how to evade iti.befides, it fhew? 
your mafter to be either poor or covetous, 
which are the two worft quaHties you can 
meet with in any fervice. When I was 
under thefe circumftances, I made ufe of 
ieveral wife expedients, which I here re- 
commend to you : fometimes I took a 
candle fb long, that it reached to the very 
top of the lanthorn and burned it: but 
my mafter after a good beating, ordered 
me to pafte it over with paper. I then 
ufed a middling candle, but ftuck it fb 
loofe in the ,focket, that it leaned towards 
pne-fide, and burned a whole quarter of 
the horn. Then I ufed a bit of candle of 
half an inch, which funk in the focket, 
and mdted the folder, and forced my 
mafter to walk half the way in the dark. 
Then he made me flick two inches of 
candle in the place where the focket was; 
after which I pretended to ftumble, put 
put the candle, and broke all the tin part 
.to pieces: at laft, he was forced to make 
!. / ufe 

I ' 
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life of a tanthom-boy out of peii[ed good 
hufbandry. 

It is much to be lamented, that gentle- 
men of our employment have but two 
hands to carry pktes, difhes, bottles, and 
the' like out of the joom at meals ; and 
the misfortune is ftill the greater, becaufe 
one of thofe hands is required to opoi the 
door, while you are encumbered with your 
load : therefore I advife, that the door may- 
be always left at jarr, fo as to open it widi 
your foot, and then you may carry out 
plates and difhes from your belly up to 
your chin, befides a good quantity of 
things under 'your arms, which will &ve 
you many a weary ftep ; but take owe 
that none of the burden falls till you are 
out of the room, and if poflible out of 
hearing. 

If you are fent to the pcrfl-office with 
a letter in a cold rainy night, ftep to the 
alehoufe and take a pot, until it is fuppof- 
ed you have done your errand, but take 
the next fair opportunity to put the letter 
in carefully, as becomes an honeft fervant. 

If you are ordere d to m akecoffeg^ 
the ladies after dinner, and the pot happens 

to 
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ft) boil over, while you are running up for 
a fpoon to ftir it, or thinking of fomething 
elfe, or ftru^ g ling with the chambpr-fnai<^ 
for a Icifi, w ipe the ^es of the pot clean 
with a Jiihclout, carry up your coffee 
boldly, and when your lady finds it too 
weak, and examines you whether it has 
not run over, deny the fed abfolutely, 
fwear you put in more coffee than ordi- 
nary, that you never ftirred an inch from 
it, that you ftroye to make it better than 
ufiial, becaufe your miftrefs had ladies 
with her, that the fervants in tlie kitchen 
will juftify what you fay : upon this, you 
will find that the other ladies will pro- 
nounce your coffee to be very good, and 
your miftrefs will confefs that her mouth 
is out of tafte, and fhe will for the future 
fufpeft herfelf, and be more cautious in 
finding fault. This I would have you do 
from a principle of confcience, for coffee is 
very unwholefom e: and out of affe(9ioa 
to your lady you oup;ht to give it her as 
weak, as polltble; and u pon this argu- 
ment, when you have a mmd to treat any 
of the maids with a difh of frefh cofiee, 
you may, and ought to fubftra£l a third 

part 
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part of the powder on account of your 
lady's health, and getting her maids good- 
will. 

If your maiter fends you with a fmall 
trifling prefent to one of his friends, be as 
careful of it as you would be.of a diamond 
ling; therefore, if the prefei^t be only half 
a dozen pippins, fend up the fervant w^ho 
received the meflage to fay, that you were 
fwdered to deliver them with your own 
hands. This will fhew your exadnefs and 
care to prevent accidents or mifliakes ; and 
the gentleman or lady cannot do lefsthan 
give you a fhilling: fo when your mailer 
receives the like prefent teach the meflen- 
ger who brings it to do the fame, and give 
your mafter hints that may flir up his ge- 
nerofity ; for brother fervants fhould aflifl 
one another, fince it is all for their ma- 
iler's honour, which is the chief point to 
be confulted by every good fervant, and of 
which he is the befl judge. - 

- When you flep but a few doors oS to 
tatde with a wench, or take a running 
pot of ale, or to fee a brother footman g07 
^ng to be hanged, leave the flreet door 
open, that you may not be forced to knock, 

and 
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&nd your mailer difcover you arc ^xie out; 
for a quarter of an hour's time can do fab 
fervice no injury; 

When you take away the remaining 
pieces of bread after dinner, put than on 
foul plates and prefs them down with 
other plates over them, fb as no body can 
touch them ; and fo they will be a good 
perquifite to the black-guard Ix^ in or- 
dinary* 

When ybu are forced to clean yoiir 
matter's flioes with your own hand, ulc 
the edge of the fharpeft cafe-knife, and 
dry them with the toes an inch froin the 
fire, becaufe wet fhoes are dangerous, and 
befides, by thele arts you will get them 
the fooner for yourlelf. 

In fome famiHes the matter often fends 
to the tavern for a bottle of wine, and you 
are the mefienger : I advife you therefore, 
to take the fmalleft bottle you can find; 
but however, make the drawer give you a 
full quart, then you will get a good fup 
for yourfelf, and your bottle will be fiUed. 
As for a cork to ftop it, you need be at no 
trouble, for the thumb wiU do as well, or 
a bit of dirty chewed paper. 

F In 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



db DIRECTIONS T6 

' In all difputes with chairmen and coach- 
men for demanding too much, when your 
mafter fends you down to chaffer with 
them, take pity of the poor fellows, and 
tell your mafter that they will not take a 
farthing lefs : it is more for your intoreft 
to get fhare of a pot of ale, than to fave a 
ftiilling for your mafter, to whom it is a 
trifle. 

When you attend your lady in a dark 
night, if fhe ufeth her coach, do not walk 
by the coach fide, fo as to tire and dirt 
yourfelf, but get up into your proper place 
behind it, and fo hold the flamtteau flop- 
ing forward over the coach roof;, and 
when it wants fnuffing, dafh it againft the 
corners. 

When you leave your lady ^t church 
on Sundays^ you have two hours fafe to 
fpend with your companions at the ale- 
houfe, or over a beef-ftake and a pot of 
beer at home with the cook, and the 
maids ; and indeed poor fervants have fo 
few opportunities to be happy, that th^ 
ought not to lofe any. 

Never wear focks when you wait at 
meals, on account of your own health, as 

well 
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well as of them who fit at table ; becaufe 
as moft ladies Hke the finell of young mens 
•toes, £> it is a fovereign remedy againfl 
the vapours. 

Chufe a fervice, if you can, where your 
livery colours are leaft tawdry and diftin- 
guiftiing : green and yellow immediately 
betray your office, and fo do all kinds of 
lace, except filver, -which will hardly fall 
to your fhare, unlels with a duke or fome 
prodigal juft come to his eftate. The co- 
lours you ought to wifh for, are blue, or 
filemot turned up with red ; which with 
a borrowed fword, a borrowed air, your 
mailer's linen^ and a natural and improved 
confidence, will give you what title you 
pleaie, where you are not known. 

When you carry diihes or other things 
out of the room at meals, fill both your 
hands as full as poflible ; for although you 
may fometimes fpill, and fometimes let fall, 
yet you will find at the year's end, you 
have made great difpatch, and favcd 
abundsHice of time. 

If your matter or miftrefs happens to 
walk the ftreets, keep on one fide, and as 
much on the level with them as you can, 

, F 2 which 
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which" people obfervinig will either think 
you do not belong to them, or that you 
are one of their companions ; but if either 
of them happen to turn back and fpeak to 
you, fo that you are under the neceility 
to take ofF your hat, ufe but your thumb 
and one finger, and fcratch your head with 
the reft. 

In winter time light the dining-room 
fire but two minutes before dinner is lerv- 
ed up, that your mafter may fee how 
iaving you are of his coals. 

When you are ordered to flir up the 
fire, clean away the a(hes from betwixt 
the bars with the fire-brufh. 

When you are ordered to call a coach, 
although it be midnight, go no farther 
than the door, for fear of being out of the 
way when you are wanted ; and there 
ftand bawling. Coach, coach, for Jialf ai^ 
hour. 

Although you gentlemen in livery have 
the misfortune to be treated fcurvily by all 
mankind, yet you make aihift to keep up 
your fpirits, and fcwnetimes arrive at con- 
fiderable fortunes. I was an intimate friend 
to one of our brethren, who was footman 

to 
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to a court lady : fhe had an honourable' 
employment, was fifter to an earl, and the 
widow of a man of quality. She obferved 
ibmething fo polite in my friend, the grace- 
fulnefs with which he tript before her 
chair, and put his hair under his hat, that- 
me made him many advances ; and one 
day taking the air in her coach with Tom 
behind it, the coachman miftookthe way, 
and ftopt at a privileged chapel, where 
the couple were married, and Tom came 
home in the chariot by his lady's fide : 
but he unfortunately taught her to drink 
brandy, of which fbe died, after having 
pawned all her plate to purchafe it, and 
Tom is now a journeyman maltfter. 

Boucher, the famous gamefter, was an- 
other of our fraternity, and when he was 
worth 50,000/. he dunned the duke of 
Buckingham for an arrear of wages in his 
fervice; and I could inftance many more, 
particularly another, whofe fbn had one 
of the chief employments at court ; and 
is fiifficient to give you the following ad- 
vice, which is to be pat and fancy to aU 
mankind, efpecially to the chaplain, the 
wnitin^-woman, and the better fort pf fer- 
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v^ts in a perfon of quality's family, and 
value not now and then a kicking, or a 
caneing ; for your infblence ^yill at laft turn 
to good account; and from wearing a 
livery, you may probaWy foon carry a pair 
of colours. 

When you wait behind a chair at meals, 
keep conftantly wriggling the back of the 
chair, that the perfon behind whom you 
ftand may know you are ready to attend 
him. 

When you carry a parcel of china plates, 
^they chance to fall, as it is a frequent 
misfortune, your excufe muft be, that a 
dog ran acrofs you in the hall; that th^ 
chamber-maid accidentally pufhed the 
door againft you ; tjbat a mop ftood acrofs 
the entry, and tript you up ; that your 
ileeve ftuck againft the key, or button of 
the lock. 

When your mafter and lady are talking 
together in their bed-chamber, and you 
have fome lufpicion that you or your fd- 
low-fervants are concerned in what they 
fay, liften at the door for the publick 
good of all the fervants, and join all to 
take proper meafures for preventing any 

inno- 
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innovations diat may hurt the commu- 
nity. 

Be not proud in prolperity : you have 
heard that fortune turns on a wheel ; if 
you have a good place, you are at the top 
of the wheel. Remember how often you 
have been ftripped, and kicked out of 
doors, your wages all taken up before- 
hand, and ipent ia tranflated red-heeled 
{hoes, fecond-hand toupees, and repaired 
lace ruffles, befides a iwinging debt to the 
ale-wife and the brandy-fhop. The neigh- 
bouring tapfter, who before would beckon 
you over to a favoury bit of ox-cheek in 
the morning, give it you gratis, and only 
fcore you up for the liquor, immediately 
after you were packed ofF in dilgrace, 
carried a petition to your matter to be 
paid out of your wages, whereof not a 
farthing was due, and then purfued you 
with baiHffs into every blind cellar. Re- 
member how loon you grew Ihabby, 
thread-bare, and out-at-heels; was: forced 
to borrow an old livery coat, to make 
your appearance while you were looking 
for a place J and fneak to every houfe 
where you have an old acquaintance to 
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ileal you a fcrap to keep life and foul 
together; and ppon the whole, were ia 
the loweft ftation of human life, which, 
as the old ballad lays, is that of a fkiprt 
kennel turned out of place ; I fay, remem-r 
ber all this now in your flourilhing con- 
dition. Pay your contributions duly to 
your late brothers the cadets, who are left 
to the wide world: take one of them as 
your dependant to fend on your lady's 
meflages, when you have a mind to go to 
the ale-houfe ; flip him out privately now 
and then a flice of bread, and a bit of cold 
meat ; your mafter can afford it ; and if 
he be not yet put upon the eftabhfhment 
for a lodging, let him lye in the ftable, or 
the coach-houfe, or under the back-ftairs, 
arid recommend him to all the gentlemen 
who frequent your houfe as an excellent 
lervant. 

To grow old in the oiEce of a foot- 
man, is the highefl of all indignities : 
therefore when you find years coming on 
without hopes of a place at court, a com- 
mand in the army, a fucceflion to the 
ftewardfhip, an employment in the reve- 
nue, (which two laft ypu cannot obtain 

without 
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without reading and writing) or running 
away with your mafter's niece or daugh- 
ter ; I diredly advife you to go upon the 
road, which is the only poft of honour 
left you : there you will meet many of 
your old comrades, and live a fhcwt life 
and a merry one, and make a figure at; 
your exit, wherein I will give you fome 
inftrudions. 

The laft advice I give you, relates to 
your behaviour when you are going to be 
hanged; which either for robbing your 
mafter, for houfe-breaking, or going upon 
the highway, or in a drunken quarrel by 
killing the firft man you meet, may very 
probably be your lot, and is owing to one 
of thefe three qualities; either a love of 
good feUowfhip, a gerterofity of mind, or 
too much vivacity of fpirits. Your good 
behaviour on this article will concern 
your whole community: deny the fadt 
with all folemnity of imprecations: a 
hundred of your brethren, if they can be 
admitted, will attend about the bar, and 
be ready upon demand to give you a good 
f:harader befpye the court : let nothing 
prevail on ypu to confefs, but the promife 
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of a pardon for difcovcring your com- 
rades : but I fuppole all this to be in vain, 
for if you eicape now, your fate will be 
the fame another day. Get a fpeech to be 
written by the beft author of Newgate : 
fome of your kind wenches will provide 
you with a Holland fhirt, and white cap, 
crowned with a crimfon or black ribbon : 
take leave chearfuUy of all your friends 
in Newgate : mount die cart with cou- 
rage; fall cMi your knees; lift up your 
eyes ; hold a book in your hands, al- 
though you cannot read a word ; deny the 
fad at the gallows; kifs and forgive the 
hangman, and fo ferewel : you fhall be 
buried in pomp at the charge of the fra- 
ternity : the iiirgeon fhall not touch a limb 
of you ; and your feme fhall continue un- 
til a fucceflbr of equal renown fucceeds 
in your place. 



chap: 
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CHAP. IV. 

DireBiom to fAe COACHMAN. ' 

YO U are ftridly bound to nothing, 
but to ilep into the box, and carry 
your mafter or. lady. 

Let your horfes be fb well trained, 
that when you attend your lady at a vifit, 
they will wait until you flip into a neicl^'' 
bouring ale-houfe to take a pot wim a 
friend. 

When you are in no. humour to drive, 
tell your mailer that the horfes have got a 
cold, that they want fhoeing, that jain 
does them hurt^ and roughens their coat, 
and rots the hamefs. This may likewife, 
be applied to the groom. 

If your mafter dines with a country 
friend, drink, as ^nuch as you can get; 
becaufe it is allowed, that a good coach- 
man never drives fo well as when he is 
drunk; and then fhew your fldll bydriv- 
iog to an inch by a precipice ; and fkyj 
you Eiev^ drive fo well as when drwJt. 

If you find any gentleman fond of one 
of your horfe?, and willing to give you a 

con- 
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confideration befide the price; perfuad? 
your mailer to fell him, becaufe he is fo 
vicious that you cannot undertake to drive 
with him, and is foundered into the bar- 
gain. 

Get a black-guard boy to watch your 
coach at the church-door on Sundays^. 
that you and your brother coachmen may 
be merry together at the ale-houfe, while 
your mafter and lady are at church. 
^ Take care tiiat your wheels be good; 
and get a new fett bought as often as you 
tM^ whether you are allowed the old as 
jrguf perquifite or not : in one cafe it will 
turn to your honeft profit, and in the o- 
ther, it will be ajuft punifhment on your 
mafter^s covetoufnefs ; and probably, the 
coachmaker will confider you too. 

C H A P. V. 

DireSiions to the GKOOM. 

YOU are the fervant, upon whom the 
care of your mafter s honour in: all 
journeys entirely depends; your breaft is 
the fole repofitory of it. If he travels the 
coui^trjr, and lodgeth at inns, every 4ram 
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<jf brandy, every pot of ale extraordinary 
that you drink, raifeth his charadter; and 
therefore his reputation ought to be dear 
to you; and I hope you will not flint 
yourfelf in either. The fmith, the fadler's 
journeyman, the cook at the inn, the 
oflJer, and the boot- catcher, ought all by 
your means to partake of your mafto-'s 
generofity : thus his fame will reach from 
one county to another ; and what is a gal- 
lon of ale, or a pint of brandy in his wor- 
fhip's pocket? And, although he ihould 
be in the number of thofe, who value their 
credit lefs than their purfe, yet your care 
of the former ought to be fo much the 
greater. His horfe wanted two removes ; 
yourhorfe wanted nails; his allowance of 
oats and beans was greater than the jour- 
ney required ; a third part may be retrench- 
ed, and turned into ale or brandy ; and 
thus his honour may be preferved by your 
difcretion, and lefs expence to him ; or if 
he travels with no other fervant, the mat- 
ter is eaiily miade up in the bill between 
you and the tapfl:er. 

Therefore as foon as you alight at the 
inn, deliver your horfes to the ftable-boy, 

and 
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and let him gallop them to the next pond; 
then call for a pot of ale^ for it is veiy fit 
that a chriftian fhould drink before a beaft. 
Leave your mafter to the care of the fer- 
vants in the inn, and your horfes to thofe 
in the ftable : thus both he and they are 
left in the propereft hands; but you are 
to provide for yourfelf ; therefore get your 
fupper, drink freely, and go to bed with- 
out troubling your mafter, who is in bet- 
ter hands than yours. The oftler is an 
honeft fellow, and loves horfes in his 
heart; and would not wrong the dumb 
creatures for the world. Be tender of your 
mafter, and order the fervants not to Wake 
him too early. Get your breakfaft before 
he is up, that he may not wait for you ; 
make the oftler tell him the roads arc 
very good, and the miles fhort ; but ad- 
vife him to ftay a little longer till the 
weather clears up, for he is afraid there 
will be rain, and he will be time enough 
after dinner. 

Let your mafter mount before you, out 
of good manners. As he is leaving the inn 
drop a good word in favour of the oftler, 
what care he took (^ the ciattle; and 

add, 
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add, that you never fiiw civiller fervants. 
Let your mafter ride on before, and do 
you ftay until your landlord has given 
you a dram ; then gallop after him through 
the town or village with fiill fpeed, for' 
fear he fliould watit you, and to fhew' 
your horfemanfhip. 

If you are a piece of a farrier, as every 
good groom ought to be, get fack, bran- 
dy, or ftrong-beer to rub your horfes heels 
every night, and be not fparing, £or (if any 
be fpent) what is left, you know how to 
difpofeit. 

Confider your matter's health, and ra- 
ther than let him take l<Hig joum^s, fay 
the cattle are weali, and fallen in their 
flefli with hard riding; tell him of 4 very 
good inn five miles nearer than he in-^ 
tended to go; or leave one of his horfe's 
fore-fhoes loofe in the mOming ; or con- 
trive that the feddle may pinch the beaft 
in his withers; ot keep him without corn 
all n^ht and morning, fo that he may tire 
on, the road; or wedge a thin plate of iron 
between the hoof and the fhoe to make 
him halt ; and all this in perfed tendemefs 
to your mafter. 

When 
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When you are going to be hired, arici 
the gentleman afks you, Whether you are 
apt to be drunk; own freely that you 
love a cup of good ale ; but that it is your 
way, drunk or fober, never to negkdt 
your horfes. 

When your matter hath a mind to ride 
out for th^ air, or for pleafure, if any pri- 
vate bufinefs of your own makes it incon- 
venient for you to attend him ; give him 
to underftand, that the horfes want bleed- 
ing or purging; that his own pad hath got 
a furfeit ; or that the faddle wants ftuf^ 
fing, and his bridle is gone to bfe mended: 
this you may honeftly do, becaufe it will 
be no injury to the horfes or your ma- 
iler ; and at the fame time fhews the : 
great care you have of the poor dumb 
creatures. 

If there be a particular inn in tlie town 
whither you are going, and where you 
are well acquainted with the oftler or 
tapfler, and the people of the houfe ; find 
fault with the other inns, and recommend 
your mafler thither ; it may probably be 
a pot and a dram or two more in your 
way, and to your mafter's honour. 

If 
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K your maftcr fends you to buy hay, 
deal with' thofe who will be the moft li- 
beral to you; for ferviee being no inhe- 
ritance, you ought not to let flip any 
lawful and cuftomary perquifite. If your 
mafter bup it himfelf, he wron^ you, 
and to teach him bis duty, be fiire to jfind 
fault with the hay as long as it lafts ; and 
if the horfcs thrive with it^ the fault i& 
yours. 

Hay and oats in the management of a 
fkilful groom wiU make excellent ale, as 
.well as brandy; but this I only hint. 

When your mafter dines, or lies at a 
gentleman's houfe in the country, although 
there be no groom, or he be gone abroad, 
or that the horfcs hare been quite neg- 
' ledfced, be fure employ fome of the fer- 
vants to hold the horfe when your mafter 
mou»ts. This I would have you do, when 
your mafter only alights to call in for a 
few minutes : for brother fervants muft 
always befriend one another, and that 
alfo concerns your mafter's hcMiour ; be- 
caufe he cannot do lefs than give a piece 
of money to him, who holds his horfe. 

G In 
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In long journeys, aflc your mailer leave 
to give ale to the horfes ; carry two quarts 
full to the liable, pour half a pint into a 
bowl, andjf they will not drink it, you 
and the olUer mull do the bell you can; 
perhaps they may be in a better humour 
at the next inn, for I would have you ne- 
ver fail to make the experiment. 

When you go to air your horfes in the 
park, or the fields, give them to a hdrfc- 
boy, or one of the black-guards, who be- 
ing Ughter than you, may be trulled to 
run races with lefs damage to the horfes, 
and teach them to leap over hedges and 
ditches, while you are drinking a friendly 
pot with your brother grooms : but fome- 
times you and they mav run races your- 
felves for the honour or your horfes, and 
of your mailers. 

Never Hint your horfes at home in hay 
and oats, but fill the rack to the top, and 
the manger to the brim, for you would 
take it ill to be Hinted yourfelf ; although 
perhaps they may not have the llomach 
to eat ; conlider, they have no tongues to 
alk. If the hay be thrown down, there is no 
lofs, for it will make litter and fave llraw. 

When 
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When yourttiafter is lea;ving a gentle- 
man s houfe in the country, where he hath 
lain a night ; then confider his honour : 
let him know how many fervants there 
are of both fexes, who expert vails ; and 
give them their cue to attend in two Unes, 
as he leaves the houfe ; but defire him not 
to truft the money vvith the butler, for 
fear he fliould cheat the reft; this will 
force your mafter to be more generous ; 
and dien you may take occafion to tell 
your mafter, that 'fquire fiich a one, whom 
you lived with laft, always gave fo much 
apiece -to the common fervants, and fo 
much to the houfe-keeper, and tlie reft, 
naming at leaft double to what he in- 
tended to give ; but be fure to tell the 
fervants what a good ofiice you did them: 
this will gain you love, and your mafter 
hc»iour. 

You. may venture to be drunk much 
oftcner than the coachman, whatever he 
pretends to alledge in his own behalf, be- 
caiife you hazard nobody's neck but your 
own ; for the horfe will probably take fo 
much care of himfelf, as to come off with 
only ^ ftrain or a (houlder^ftip. 

G 2 'When 
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When you carry your maftcr's riding- 
coat in a journey, wrap your own in it, 
and buckle them up clofe with a ftrap, 
but turn your mafter's in£ide out, to pre- 
ierve the outiide from wet and dirt ; thus, 
when it be^ns to rain, your mafter's coat 
will be firft ready to be given him ; and 
if it get more hurt than yours, he can af- 
ford it better, for yoip- livery muft always 
ferve its year's apprenticefhip. 

When you come to your inn with the 
horfes wet and dir^ after hard riding, and 
are very hot, make the oftler immediately 
plunge them into water up to their bdlies, 
and allow them to drink as much as they 
pleafe ; but be fure to gallop them full- 
fpeed a mile at leaft to dry their fkins and 
warm the water in their bellies. The oftler 
underftands his bufinefs, leave all to his 
difcretion, while you get a pot of ale and 
:ft)me brandy at the kitchen fire to com- 
fort jrour heart. 

. Jfyour horfe drop a fecfeihoe, befo 
careful to alight and take it up : then ride 
livith all the fpeed you can, (the flipc in 
your hand that every ti3;veUer may obfcrve 
your care) to .the next fijiith on the road, 

make 
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make him put it on immediately, that 
your mafter may not wait for you, and 
that the poor horfe may be as fhort a time 
as pofUble without a flioe. 

When your mafter lies at a gentleman's 
houfe, if you find the hay and oats are 
good, complain aloud of their badne& $ 
this will get you the name o£ a diligent 
fervant ; and be furc to cram the hor&s 
with as much oats as they can eat, while 
you are there, and. you may give them fb 
much the lefs for fome days at the inns, 
and turn the oats into ale. When you leave 
the gentleman's houfe, tell your mafter 
what a covetous huncy that gentleman 
was, that you got Jiothing but butter- 
milk or water to drink; this will make 
your mafter out of pity allow you a pot 
of ale the more at the next inn : but if 
you happen to get drunk in a gentleman's 
houfe, your mafter cannot be angry, be- 
caufe it coft him nothing; and fo* you 
ought to tell him as well as you can in 
your prcfent condition, and let him know 
it is both for his and the gendeman's 
honour to make a friend's fervant wel- 
come, 

G 3 A ma- 
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A mafter ought always to love his 
groom, to put him in a handfome livery, 
and to allow him a filver laced hat. Whea 
you are in this equipage, all the honours 
he receives on the road are owing to you 
alone: that he is not turned out of the 
way by every carrier, is caufed by the 
civility he receives at fccond hand from 
the refped paid to your livery. 

You may now and then lend your ma- 
iler's pad to a brother fervant, or your 
favourite maid, for a fhort jaunt, or hire 
him for a day, becaufe the horfe is fpoiled 
for want of exercife : and if your mafter 
happens to want his horfe, or hath a mind 
to fee the ftable, curfe that rogue the 
helper, who is gone out with the key. 

When you want to fpend an hour or 
two with your companions at the ale- 
houfe, and that you ftand in need of a 
reafonable excufe for your ftay, go out of 
the ftable door, or the back way, with an 
old bridle, girth, or flirrup leather in your 
pocket, and on your return come home 
by the ftreet door with the fame bridle, 
girth, or ftirrup leather dangling in your 
hand, as if you came from the faddler's, 

who^e 
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where you were getting the lame mended ; 
(if you were not mifled, all is well) but if 
you are met by your mafter, you will 
have the reputation of a careful fervant. 
This I have known pradifed with good 
fuccefe. 

CHAP. VI. 

DireSHms to the HOUSE-STEWARD, 
/^W LAND-STEWARD. 

LORD Peterborough s fteward, that 
pulled down his houfe, fold the ma- 
terials, and charged my lord with, repairs. 
Take money for forbearance from tenants. 
Renew leafes, and get by them, and fell 
woods. Lend my lord his own money. 
(Gilblas faid much of this, to whom I 
refer.) 

CHAP. vn. 

Dire&ions to theVOKTl^K. 

IF your mafter be a minifter of ftate, let 
him be at home to none but his pimp, 
or chief flatterer, or one of his penfionary 
writers, or his hired fpy, and informer, or 

G 4 his 
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his printer in ordinary, or his city folici- 
tor, or a land-jobber, or his invcnCw of 
new funds, or a ftock-jobbcr. 

CHAP, VIIL 
DireSiions to /i&f CHAMBER-MAID. 

THE nature of your employment dif- 
fers accordingto the quality, thepride, 
6r the wealth of the lady you ferve; and 
this treatife is to be applied to all forts of 
families ; fo that I find myfelf under great 
difficulty to ai^uft the biiincfs, for which 
yoii are hired. In a family where there 
is a tolerable eftate, you differ from the 
houfe-maid, and in that view I give my 
diredions. Your particular province is 
your lady's chamber, where you make the 
bed, and put things in order ; and if you 
live in the country, you take care of rooms, 
where ladies, lie who come into the houfe, 
which brings in all the vails that fall to 
your fhare. Your ufual lover, as I take 
it, is the coachman; but, if you are 
under twenty, and tolerably handfbme, 
perhaps a fpotman may caft his eyes on 
you, 

Get 
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Get your favourite footman tohdp you 
in making your lady's bed ; and if you 
&"ve a young couple, the footman and 
you, as you are turning up the bed cloaths, 
will make the prettieft obfervations in the 
world, which whifpered about will be 
very entertaining to the whole family, and 
get among the neighbourhood. 

Do not carry down the ncceflary ve^s 
for the fellows to fee, but empty them, 
out of the window, for your lady's credit. 
It is highly improper for men-fervants to 
know, that fine ladies have occafion for 
fuchutenfils; and do not fcour the cham-* 
bcr-pot, becaufe the fmeU is wholefome. 

If you happen to break any china with 
the top of the whi(k on the mantle-tree 
or the cabinet, gather up the fragments, 
put them together as well as you can, and 
place them behind the reff, fo that when 
your lady comes to difix)ver them, you 
may (afeiy fay they were broke long ago, 
before you came to the fervice. This will 
fave your lady many an hour's vexation. 

It fomctimes happens, that a looking- 
glafs is broken by the fame means; while 
you aie looking another way, as you fw^p 

thQ 
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the chamber, the long end of the brufh 
fbikes agaitift the glafs, and breaks it to 
fhivers. This is tl^e extremeft of all mis- 
fortunes, and all remedy defperate in ap- 
pearance, becaufe it is impoffible to. be 
concealed. Such a fatal accident once hap- 
pened in a great family, where I had the 
honour to be a footman ; and I will relate 
die particulars to fhew the ingenuity of 
the poor chamber-maid on fo fudden and 
dreadful an emergency, which perhaps 
may help to fharpen your invention, if 
your evil ftar fhould ever give you the like 
Qccafion ; the poor girl had broken a large 
japan glafs of great value with a ftroke 
of her brufh : fhe had not confidered long, 
when by a prodigious prefence of mind 
fhe locked the door, flole into the yard, 
brought a flone of three pound weight 
into the chamber, laid it on the hesuth 
jufl under the looking-glafs, then broke a 
pane in the fafh-window that looked into 
the fame yard, fo fhut the door, and went 
about her other affairs. Two hours after 
the lady goes into the chamber, fees the 
glafs broken, the flone lying under, and 
a whole pane in the window deflroyed j 

from 
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from all which circumftances fhe con- 
cluded, juft as the maid could have wifti- 
ed, that fome idle ftraggler in the neigh- 
bourhood, or perhaps one of the out-fer- 
vants, had through malice, accident, or 
careleflhefs, flung in the ftone and done 
the mifchief. Thus far all things went 
well, and the girl concluded herfelf out of 
danger : but it was her ill fortune, that a 
few hours after in came the parfonof the 
parifh, and the lady (naturally) told him 
the accident, which you may believe had 
much difcompofed her ; but the minifter, 
who happened to underftand mathema- 
ticks, after examining the fituation of the 
yard, the window, and the chimney, foon 
convinced the lady, that the ilone could 
never reach the looking-glafs without 
taking three turns in its flight from the 
hand that threw it; and the maid being 
proved to have fwept the room the fame 
morning, was ftridly examined, but con- 
ftantly denied that (he was guilty upon 
her falvatipn, offering to take her oath 
upon the Bible before his reverence, that 
flie was as innocent as the child tmborn; 
yet the poor wench was turned off", which 

I take 
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I talce to have been hard treatment, con- 
fidcring her ingenuity : however, this may 
be a diredion to you in the like cafe to 
contrive a ftory, that will better hang to- 
gether. For inftance, you might lay, that 
while you were at work with the mop or 
brulh, a flaih of lightening came fuddenly 
in at the window, which almoft blinded 
you; that you immediately heard the 
ringing of broken glafs on the hearth ; 
that as foon as you recovered your eyes, 
you law the looking-glafs all broken to 
pieces : or you may alledge, that obferv- 
ing the glafs a little covered with duft, 
and going very gently to wipe it, you 
fuppofe the moifture of the air had dif- 
folved the glue or cement, which made it 
fall to the ground : or as foon as the mif- 
chief is done, you may cut the cords that 
fattened the glafs to the wainfcot, and fo 
let it fall ilat on the ground 5 run out in a 
fright, tell your lady, curfe the uphol- 
fterer; and declare how narrowly you 
efcaped, that it did not fall upon your 
head. I offer thefe expedients from a de - 
fire I have to defend the innocent ; for 
innocent you certainly muft be, if you did 

not 
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not break the glais on purpofe, which t 
would by no means excufe, Except upon 
great provocations. 

Oil the tongs, poker, and fire-fhovd up 
to the topj not only to keep them from 
nifting, but likewife to prevent meddling 
people from wafting your matter's coak 
with ftirring the fire. 

When you are in hafte, fweep the duft 
into a comer of the room, but leave your 
brufh upon it, that it may not he feen, for 
that would difgrace you. 

Never wafli your hands, or put on a 
dean apron, till you have made your lady's 
bed, for fear of rumpling your apron, or 
foiling your hands again. 

When you bar the window-fhuts of 
your lady's bed-chamber at nights, leave 
open the iafhes to let in the frdh air, and 
fweeten die room againft morning. 

In the time when you leave the win- 
dows open for air, leave books, ot fome- 
thing dfe on the window-feat, jhat they 
may get air too. 

When you fweep your lady's room, 
never ftay-to pick up foul fmocks, hand- 
kerchiefs, pinners, pincufhions, tea-fpoons, 
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ribboiis, flippers, or whatever lies in yaar 
way; but ^veep all into a comer, and 
then you may take them up in a lump, 
and fave time. 

Making beds in hot weather is a very 
laborious work, and you will be apt to 
fweat ; therefore, when you find the drops 
running down from your forehead, wipe 
them off with a comer of the flieet, that 
they may not be feen on the bed. 

When your lady fends you to wafh a 
china cup, and it happen to fall, bring it 
up, and iwear you did but juft touch it 
with your hand, when it broke into t&ree 
kahes: and here I muft inform you, as 
well as all your fellow-fervants, that you 
ought never to be without an excufe ; it 
doth no harm to your mafter, and it leflens 
your fault : as in diis inftance, I do not 
commend you for breaking the cup ; it is 
certain you did not break it on purpofe ; 
and the thing is poflible, that it might 
break in your hand. 

You are fometimes defirous to fee a 
funeral, a quarrel, a man going to be 
hanged, a wedding, a bawd carted, or the 
like : as they pafs by in the ftreet, you lift 

up 
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up the fafh luddenly, there by misfortune 
it flicks: this was no fault of yours; young 
women are curious by nature ; you ha& 
np remedy but to cut the cord, and lay 
the fault upon the carpenter, unlefs no 
body {dw you, and then you are as innb- 
cent as any fervant in the houfe. ' 

Wear your lady's fmock wlien ihe has 
thrown it off^ it will do you credit, fave 
your own linen, and be not a pin the worfe. 

When you put a clean pillow-cafe on 
your lady's pillow, be fure to fallen it well 
with three corking pins, that it may not 
fall olF ii^ the night. 

When you fpread bread and butter for 
tea, be fure that all the holes in the loaf 
be left full of butter, to keep the bread 
moifl againfl dinner; and let the mark of 
your thumb be feen only upon one end of 
every flice to fhew your cleanlinefs. 

When you are ordered to open or lock 
any door, trunk, or cabinet, and mifs the 
proper key, or cannot diflinguifh it in the 
bunch; try the firfb key that you can thrufl 
in, and turii it with iW your flrength, till 
you open the lock, or break the key ; for 
your lady will reckon you a fool to come 
back and do nothing. CHAP. 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



96 DIRECTIONS. TO 

CHAP. IX. 
DireBiom to /.&« WAITING-MAID. 

TW accidents have happened to lef- 
fen the comforts and profits of your 
employment; firft, that exeaable cuilcHQ 
got among ladies of trucking then: old 
cloaths for china, or turning them to cover 
ealy chairs, or making them into patch- 
work for fcreens, ftools, cufhions, and the 
like. The fecond is, the invention of fmall 
chefts and trunks with lock and key^ 
wherein they keep the tea and fugar, with^ 
ont which it is impoffiUe for a waiting- 
maid to live : for by this means you ar|g 
forced to buy brown iugar, and pour wa^' 
ter upon the leaves, when they have \^ 
all their fpirit and tafte. I cannot contrive 
any perfed remedy againft either of theij 
two evils. As to the former, I think t^ere 
fhould be a general confederacy of all thf 
fervants in every family, for the publkk 
good, to drive thofe china huckfters'from 
the doors j and as to the latter, there is n<x 
other method to relieve youf^ves, but by 
a falib k^, which is 21 pcont both difficult 
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and dangerous to compafs ; but, as to the 
circumftancesof Jbone% in procuring one 
I am under no doubt, when your miftrcfs 
gives you fo juft a provocation by refiif- 
ing you an ancient and legal perquifite. 
The miftrefs of the tea-fhop may now and 
then give you half an ounce, but that will 
be only a drop in the bucket: therefore 
I fear you hiuft be forced like the reft of 
your fifters to run in truft, and pay for it 
out of "your wagesi as far as they will go, 
which you can eaiily make up other ways, 
if your lady be handfome, or hcrdaughters 
have good fortunes^ 

If you are in a great family, and my. 
ladyp woman, my lord may probably like 
you, altliough you are not half fo hand- 
fomfc as his oivn lady. In this cafe take 
care to get as much out of him as you can; 
and n^vCT allow Iiim the fmalleft liberty, 
not the fqueezing of your hand, unlefs he 
puts a guinea into it; fo by degrees make 
Hm.pay accordingly for every, new. at- 
tempt, doubling upon him in proportion 
to the concefEons you allow, and always 
flruggling, and threatening to cry out, or 
tell your lady, although you receive his 

H money: 
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money : fire guineas for handling your 
bread is a cheap pennyworth, although 
you feem to rcfift with all your might ; 
but never allow him the laft favour under 
a hundred guineas, or a fettlcment of 
twenty pounds a year for life. 

Infuch a family, if you are handfome, 
you will have the choice of three lovers; 
the chaplain, the fteward, and my lord's 
gentleman. I would firft advife you to 
chufe the fteward j but if you happen to 
be young with child by my lord, you 
mu^ take up with the chaplain. I like 
my lord's gendeman the leaft of the three; 
for he is uilially vain and iawcy from the 
time he throws off his Hvery ; and if. he 
mifiietha pair of colours, or a tide-waiter's 
place,- he hath no remedy but the high- 
way. 

- I muft caution you particularly againft 
my lord's eldeft fon: iP you are dextrous 
enough, it is odds that you may draw him 
in to marry you, and make you a lady : 
if he be a common rake (and he muft ht 
one or t'other) avoid him like Satan ; for 
he ftands lefs in awe of a mother, than my 
lord doth of a wife; and after ten thoufand 

promifes, 
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promifes, you will get nothing from him. 
but a big belly or a clap, and probably 
both together. 

When your lady is ill, and after a very 
bad night is getting a litde nap in tht 
morning, if a footman comes with a mef- 
fege to enquire how flie doth, do not let 
the compliment be loft, but fhakc her 
gently until {h,t wakes ; then deliver the 
meflage, receive her anfwer, and leave her 
to fleep. 

If you are fo happy as to wait on d. 
young lady with a great fortune, you muft 
be an ill manager if you cannot get five 
or fix hundred pfounds for difpofing of her. 
Fut her oft^ iti mind, that fhe is rich 
enough to make any man happy ; that 
there is no real happinels but in love ; 
that fhe hath liberty to chufe wherever fhe 
pleafeth, and not by the dircdions of pa- 
rents, who never give allowances for an 
innocent paflion j that there are a world 
of handfotae, fine, fweet young gentlemen 
in town, who would be glad to die it het 
feet; that the converfation of two lovers 
is a heaven upon earth; that love, Hke 
death, equals all conditions; that if (he 
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ihoiild call her eyes upon a young fellow 
below her in birth and eftate, his marry- 
ing her would make him a gendeman; 
that you faw yefterday on the Mall the 
prettieft enfign ; and that if you had forty 
thoufand pounds it fliould be at his fervice. 
Take care that every body fhould know 
wliat lady you live with; how great a 
favourite you are; and that Ihe always 
takes your advice. Go often to St. James's 
park, the fine fellows will foon difcover 
you, arid contrive to flip a letter into your 
fleeve or your bofom : pull it out in a fiiry, 
and throw it on the ground, unlefs you 
find at leaft two guineas along vidth it ; 
but in that cafe, feem not to find it, and 
to think he was only playing the wag with 
you: when you come home, drop the 
letter careleflly in your lady's chamber ; 
Ihe finds it, is angry ; proteft you knew 
nothing of it, only you remenaber, that a 
gentleman in the park ftruggled to kils 
you, and you believe it was he that put 
the letter into your fleeve or petticoat ; 
and indeed he was as pretty a man as ever 
j^/w^Ac faw : that flie may burn the letter if 
flie pleafeth.. If your lady be wife, flie will 

burn 
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burn fome other paper before you, and 
read the letter when you are gone down. 
You muft follow this pradice as often as 
you lafely can; but let him, who pays you 
beft with every letter, be the handfomeft 
man. If a footman prefumes to bring a 
letter to the houfe to be delivered to you 
for your lady, although it come from your 
beft cuftomer, throw it at his head ; cali 
him impudent rogue and villain, and (hut 
the door in his face: run up to your lady, 
and as a proof of your fidelity, tell her 
what you have done. 

I could enlarge very much upon this 
fubjed:, but I truft to your own difcre- 
tion. 

If you ferve a lady, who is a Httle dif - 
pofed to gallantries, you will find it a point 
of great prudence how to manage : three 
things are neceflary. Firft, how to pleafe 
your lady ; lecondly, how to prevent fuf- 
picion in the hulband, or among the fa- 
mily ; arid laflly, but principally, how to 
make it moft for your own advantage. 
To give you fiiU diredions in this im- 
portant affair would require a large vo- 
lume. AH aflignations at home are dan- 

H 3 gerous. 
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gerous both to your lady and yourfelf j 
and therefore contrive as much as po^ble, 
to have them in a third place ; elpecially 
if your lady, as it is a hundred odds, en- 
tertains more lovers than one, each of 
whom is often more jealous than a thou- 
fand hu{bands; and very unlucky ren- 
counters may often happen under the beft 
management. I need not warn you to 
employ your good offices chiefly in favour 
of thofe, whom you find moft liberal; 
yet, if your kdy fhould happen to caft an 
eye upon a handfbme footman, yovi fhould 
be generous enough to bear with hpr hu- 
mour, which is no fingularity, but a very 
natural appetite : it is ftill the fafeft of all 
home intrigues, and was formerly the leaft 
fufpeded, until of late years it hath grown 
more common. The great danger is, left 
this kind of gentry, dealing too often in 
bad ware, may happen not to be found ; 
and then your lady and you are in a v«ry 
bad way, although not altogether defpe-;- 
late. 

But to fay the truth, I confefs it is a 
great preliimption in me to offer you any 
infbii^ons in the condud of your lady's 

amours. 
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amours, wherein your whole fifterfiood is 
already fo expert, and deeply learned; 
although it be much more difHcult to 
compafs, than that a/Hftance which my 
brother footmen give their mafters on 
the like occafion ; and therefore I leave 
this aifeir to be treated by fomc abler pen; 
When you lock up a filk mantua, or 
laced head in a trunk or cheft, leave ai 
piece out, that when you open the trunk 
again, you may know where to find it. 

CHAP. X. 
DireSiions totheUOV^ E-M A I D. 

IF your mafter and lady go into the 
country for a week or more, never wafli 
the bed-chamber or dining-room until 
juft the hour before you exped: them to 
return : thus the rooms will be perfe<$tly 
clean to receive them, and you will not be 
at the trouble to wafli them fo foon again. 
I am very much offended with thofe 
ladies, who are fo proud and lazy, that 
they will not be at the pains of flepping 
into the garden to pluck a rofe, but keep 
an odious implement, fometimes in the 

H4 bed- 
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bed-chamber itfelf, or at leaft in a dark 
clofet adjoining, which they make ufe of 
to eafe their worft neceflities; and you are 
the ujdial carriers away of the pan, which 
roaketh not only the chamber, but eveii 
their cloaths, offenfive to all who come 
near. Now to cure them of this odious 
pra<Sice let me advdfe you, on whom the 
office lies to convey away this utenfil, 
that you will do it openly, down the great 
flairs, and in the prefence of the footmen ; 
and if any body knocks, to open the 
ftreet-door, while you have the veffel filled 
in your hands; this, if any thing can, will 
make your lady take the pains of evacu- 
ating her perfon in the proper place, ra- 
ther than expofe her filthinefs to all the 
men fervants in the houfe. 

Leave a pail of dirty water with the 
mop in it, a coal-box, a bottle, a broom, 
a chamber-pot, and fuch other unfightly 
things, either in a blind entry, or upon 
the darkeft part of the back-ftairs, that 
they may not be feen ; and if people break 
their fliins by trampling on them, it is 
their own fault. 

Nev€^ 
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Never empty the chamber-pots until 
they are quite full : if that happeneth in 
the night, empty them into the ftreet ; if 
in the morning, into the garden; for il; 
would be an endlefs work to go a dozen 
times from the garret ^d upper rooms; 
down to the backfide; but never wafli 
them in any other liquor .except their own: 
what cleanly girl would be dabbling in 
other folks urine? and befides the fmell of 
ftale, as I obferved before, is admirable 
againft the vapours; which, a hundred to 
one, may be your lady's cafe, 

Brufh down the cobwebs with a broom 
that is wet and dirty, which will make 
them ftick the fafter to it, and bring them 
down more efFednally, 

When you rid up the parlour-hearth 
in a morning, throw the laft night's afhes 
into a fieve; and what falls thorough, a^ 
you carry it down, will ferve inftead of 
fand for the room and the flairs. 

When you have fcoured the brafles and 
irons in the parlour chimney, lay the foul 
wet clout upon the next chair, that your 
lady may fee you have not negleded your 
^ork : p{)ferve tjxe fame rule, ,when you 

dean 
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clean the brafs locks, only with this addi- 
tion, to l^ve the marks of your fingers on 
the doors to fhew you have not forgot. 

Leave your lady's chamber-pot in her 
bed-chamber window all day to air. 

Bring up none but large coals tc. the 
dining-room and your lady's chamber ; 
they make the beft fires, and if you find 
them too big, it is eafy to break them on 
the marble hearth. 

When you go to bed, be fure take care 
of fire ; and therefore blow the candle out 
with your breath, and then thruft it under 
your bed. Note, the fmell of the fiiuff is 
very good again!): vapours, 

Perfuade the footman, who got you with 
child, to marry you before you are fix 
months gone; and if your lady afks you, 
why you would take a fellow who was 
not worth a gro^t ? let your anfwer be. 
That fervice is no inheritance. 

When your lady's bed is made, put 
the chamber-pot under it, but in fuch a 
manner, as to thruft the valance along 
with it, that it may be full in fight, and 
ready for your lady when fhe hath occafion 
to ufe it. 

Lock 
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Lock up a cat or a 4og itt fome room 
or clofet, fo as to make nich a noife aJl 
over the boufe, as may frighteji aWay the 
thieves, if any (hould attempt to br^ak or 
ileal in. * ' 

When you wafh any of the rooms tor 
wards the ftreet over night, throw the 
foul water out of the ftreet-door ; but be 
fure not to look before you, for fear thofe 
on whom th? water lights, might think 
you uncivil, and that you did it on pur- 
pdfe. If he who fuffers, breaks the win- 
dows in revenge, and your lady chides 
you, and gives pofitive orders that you 
fliould carry the pail down, and empty it 
in the fink, you have an e^fy remedy: 
when you waih an upper room, carry 
dowp the pail fo as to Jet the water drib- 
ble on th^ flairs ^J the way down to the 
kitchen ; by which not only your load 
will b^ lighter, but you wiU convince your 
la4y, that it is better to throw the water 
out of the windows, or down the ftreet- 
door Heps: befides, ,this latter praftice 
will be very diverting to you and the fa- 
mily ifj a frofty night to fee a hundred 
people felling on their nofes or back- 
fides 
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fides before your door, wheu the water is 
frozen. 

Polifli and brighten the marble-hearths 
and chininey-pieces with a clout dipt in 
greafe; nothing maketh them fhine fo 
well; and it is the bufiriefs of the ladies to 
take care of their petticoats. 

If your lady be fo nice that flie will have 
the room fcoured with freeftone, be fure 
to l^ve the marks of the freeftone fix 
inches deep round the bottom of the wain- 
fcot, that your lady may fee your obedi- 
ence to her orders. 

CHAP. XI. 

DireSiions to the DAIRY-MAID. 

FATIGUE of makiHg butter: put 
fcalding water in your chum, al- 
though in fununer, and chum clofe to the 
kitchen fire, and with cream of a week 
old. Keep cream for your fweet-heart. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII, 

DireBims to the CHILDRENS-MAID. 

IF a child be fick, give it whatever k 
wants to eat or drink, although parti- 
cularly forbid by the doftor : for what we 
long for in ficknefs will do us good ; and 
throw the phyfick out of the window ; 
the child will love you the better; but 
bid it not tell. Do the fame for your lady 
when fhe longs for any thing iii ficknefs, 
and engage it will do her good. 

If your miftrels conieth to the nurfery, 
and offers to whip a child, fnatch it out of 
her h^nds in a rage, and tell her fhe is the 
cruellefl mother you ever faw : fhe will 
chide, but love you the bett^. •t'ell the 
children flories of fpirits, when they offer 
to cry, etc. 

Be fure to wean the children, ^f. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. xm. 

DireSiions totheNVKS E. 

IF you happen to let the child fall, and 
hint it, be fure never eonfefs it ; and 
if it dies all is fafc. 

Contrive tb be with child as foon as you 
can, while you are giving fijck, that you 
may be ready for another ferviee, when 
the child you nurle dies, 6r h weaned.- 

CHAR XIV. 

IF yiou finge the linen with theifon^ mb 
tl»5 pkce with flibufj chalk, or white 
powder ; and tf nothing will doy waih it 
lb long till it be either not to be feen, or 
torn to rags. 

Abotit taring linen in wa^flig. 
When your Imen is pinned on the line, 
or on a hedge, and it rains, whip it off, 
although you tear it, etc. But the place for 
hangmg them, is on young fruit trees, 
cfpeciaUy inbloffom; the linen cannot be 
torn, and the trees give them a fine fmell. 

CHAP. 
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CHAR XV. 

DireBiom to the HOUSE-KEEPER. 

"VTOU muft dways have a ^vourite 
•*- footman whom you can depend up- 
on ; and order him to be very watchfiil 
when the fecond courfe is taken ofF, that 
it be brought fefely to your office, that 
you and the fteward may have a tit-bit 
together. 

CHAP. XVI. 

DireBions to the TUTORESS, or 
GOVERNESS. 

SA Y the children have fore eyes ; mift 
Betty won't take to her book, etc. 
Make the miiles xcaAfrencb and englijb 
novels, ziid.fr ench romances, atKi all tbe 
comedies writ in king Charles \ly and king 
Williams reigns, to foften their nature, 
and make them tender-hearted, etc. 



THE 
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To the preceding direSiims to fervants th^ 

following may he added ^ as they were both 

' written with the fame defign^ though in a 

very different manner. It will eajily be 

perceived^ that thefe are to be underjlood 

literally y and the others ironically:^ nor is^ 

it improbable^ that the thought of giving 

- them an ironical turn was conceived after 

the general dejign was formed^ and in 

fome part executed. If the literal injlruc.-- 

tion be more ufeful it mujl be confeffed^ 

that the irony is more entertaining ^ and 

if both had been completed^ the peculiar 

advantages of each would have been fo 

evident y that the pub lick would have had 

reafon to complain^ if either of them^ had 

b^en fuppreffed^ 

, lie duty ^ SEKV KHTS a^ 

BE mounted before your mafter. Wheii 
you fee him mounted, ride out be- 
fore him. When he baits at noon, enter 
the inn-gate before him, and call the oftler 
to hold your matter's horfe while he a- 
lights. Leave your mailer to the fervants 
of the inn; go you w^ith the horfes into 

the 
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the ftable ; chufe a place farthcft from the 
ftable-door ; fee the (landing be dry ; fend 
immediately for frefh ftraw; fee all the 
old hay out of the rack, and get frefh put 
in ; fee your horfes girths be loofed and 
fluffed ; take not off the bridles till they 
are cool, nor faddles in an hour ; fee their 
hoofs be well picked ; try if the heads of 
the nails be fafl, and whether they be well 
clinched ; if not, fend prefently for a finith ; 
always fland by while tlie fmith is em- 
ployed. Give the oats the lafl thing. 
Water your horfes whept you are within a 
mile of the inn. Never keep above forty 
yards before or behind your mafler, unle^ 
he commands you. Try the bats by finell- 
ing anH weighing them; fee you have 
good meafure ; (land by while your horfes 
are eating their oats. When you enter your 
evening-inn, let your horfes feet be fluffed 
with cow-dung every night. 

Obferve the feme rules, only be fiire if 
any thing be wanting for a fmith, let it 
be done over night. 

Know the time your mafler will fet out 
in. the morning : allow him a full hour 
to get himfelf ready. Contrive both at 

I mom 
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mom and noon to eat, fo that your mafter 
need not ftay for you. Do not let the 
drawer carry the bill to your mafter, bgt 
examine it firft carefully and honcftly, 
and then bring it yourfelf, and be able to 
account for every article. If the fervants 
have not been civil, tell your mafter be- 
fore their faces, when he is going to give 
them money. 

Duty of the other SERVANT, where 
there are two. 

Ride forty yards behind your mafter, 
but be mounted before him. Obfervenow 
and then whether hishorfe's flioes be right. 
When you come to an inn at noon, ^ve 
your horfe to the oflier; beftir yourfdf to 
get a convenient room for your mafter ; 
bring all his things into his room, full in. 
his fight ; enquire what is in die houfe, 
fee it yourfelf, and tell your mafter how 
you like it. Step yourfelf now and then 
into the kitchen to haften dinner or fup- 
per, andobferve whether they be cleanly. 
Tafte the ale, and tell your mafter whe- 
ther it be good or bad. If he want wine. 
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go you with the drawer and chufe a bottle 
well filled and flopped : if the wine be in 
hogflieads, defire to taftc and fmell it ; if 
it be four or not clear, or ill-tafted, let 
your mafter know it, that he may not be 
at the charge of wine not fit to be drunk. 
See the fait be dry and powdered, the bread 
new and clean, the knives fharp. At night 
obferve the lame rules: but firft chufe 
him a warm room, with a lock and key 
in order; then call immediately for the 
iheets, fee them well aired and at a large 
fire ; feel the blankets, bed, bolfter, pillow, 
whether they be dry, and whether the 
floor under the bed be damp. Let the 
chamber be that, which hath been laft lain 
in; enquire about it. If the bed itfelf be 
damp, let it be brought before a large fire, 
and air it on both fides. That you may 
forget nothing in the inn, have a fair lift 
of what you want to take out ; and when 
you put them up, compare them with 
your lift. 

You are to ftep now and then into the 
ftable to fee whether the groom performs 
his duty. 

1 2 For 
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For packing up your things, have a lift 
of linen, etc. In packing take care that no 
two hard things be together, and that they 
be wrapped up in paper or towels. Have 
a good provifion of large coarfe paper, 
and other wafte paper. Remember to put 
evfery thing in their proper places in the 
portmanteau. Stuff the fhoes and flippers 
at the toes with a fmall lock of hay ; fold 
up the cloaths fo as that they may not be 
rumpled. When your mafleris in his room 
at night, put all his things in fuch a man- 
ner as he has them at home. Learn to 
have fome fkill in cookery, that at a pinch 
you may be able to make your mafler 
eafy. 

iTje groom. Carry with you a ftimip- 
leather, an awl, twelve horfe nails, and a 
horfe's fore-fhoes, pick and an hammer, 
for fear of an accident ; and fome ends, 
and pack-thread, a bottle-fcrew, knife 
and pen-knife, needles, pins, thread, filk, 
worfted, etc. Some plaiflers and fcifJars. 

Item. The fervants to carry their own 
things. Have a pocket-book, keep all the 
bills, date the time and place j and enr 
dorfe the numbers. 

Enquire 
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Enquire in every town, if there be any 
thing worth feeing. Obferve the coun-r 
try-feats, and afk who they bel<mg to; 
and enter them, and the counties where 
they are. 

Search under your mailer's bed when 
he is gone up, left a cat or Ibmething elfe 
may be under it. 

When your matter's bed is made, and 
his things ready, lock the chamber-door, 
and keep the key till he goes to bed; then 
keep it in your pocket till mom. 

Let the fervants of the inn be fure to 
wake you above an hour before your ma- 
tter is to go, that he may have an hour to 
prepare himfelf. 

If the ottler hath been knavifli or ne- 
gligent, do not let him hold your ma- 
tter's horfe. Obferve the lame rule at a 
gentleman's houfe; if the groom hath 
not taken care of your horfes, do not let 
him hold your matter's. 

Enquire at every inn where you ttay, 
what is the bett inn in the next town you 
are to come to ; yet do not rely on that, 
but likewife as you enter into any town 
to ttay, afk the people which is the bett 

I 3 inn, 

t 
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inn, and go to that, which moft people 
commend. 

See that your mailer's boots be dried 
and well liquored over night. 



THE 
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STORY 

O F T H E 

INJURED LADY. 

Written by H e r s e l f, 

Ina LETTER to her Friend, 

With his A N S W E R. 

SIR, 

BEING ruined by the inconflancy 
and unkindnefs of a lover, I hope, a 
true and plain relation of my misfortunes 
may be of ule and warning to credulous 
maids, never to put too much truft in de- 
ceitful men. 

A gentleman * in the neighbourhood 
had two miftrefles, another and myfclf "t ; 
and he pretended honourable love to us 
both. Our three houfes flood pretty near 
one another ; his was parted from mine 
by a river $, and from my rival's by an 
old broken wall §. But before I enter into 

* England. J The Irijh-fea. 

f Scotland and Ireland. § The PtHi wall. 

I 4 the 
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the particulars of this gentleman's hard 
ufage of me, I will give a very juft impar- 
tial charader of my rival and myfelf. 

As to her perfon {he is tall and lean, 
and very ill fhaped ; fhe hath had features, 
and a worfe complexion ; flie hath a ftink-- 
ing breath, and twenty ill fmells about her 
befides ; which are yet more unfufferable 
by her natural fluttifhnefs : for flie is al- 
ways loufy, and never without the itch, 
As to h^r other qualities, fhe h^th no re^ 
putation either for virtue, honefty, truth, 
or manners : and it is no wcHider, con-^ 
ildering what her education hath been, 
Scolding and curfjng are her common 
converfation. To fum up all ; fhe is poor 
and be^arly, and gets a forty mainte-r 
nance by. pilfering wherever me comes, 
As for this gentleman, who is now Co fond 
of her, ihe ftill beareth him an invincible 
hatred ; revileth him to his face, and rail- 
eth at him in all companies. Her houfe is 
frequented by a company of rogues and 
thieves, and pickr-pockets, whom fhe en-^ 
ccAiragieth to rob his hen-roofls, fleal his 
corn and cattle, and do him all manner 
of jnifcluef, Sh? hath been known to 

come 
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come at the head of thefe rafcals, and 
beat her lover until he was fore fix)m head 
to foot, and then force him to pay for the 
trouble fhe was at. Once atteiKlod with a 
crew of ragamuffins, fhe broke into his 
houfe, turned all things topfy-turvy, and 
then fet it on fire. At the fame time fhe 
told fb many Hes among his fervants, 
that it fet them all by the ears, and his 
poor fteward * was knocked on the head ; 
for which I think, and fo doth all the 
country, that fhe ought to be anfwerable. 
To conclude her diara<5ter ; fhe is of a 
different religion, being a prefbyterian of 
the mofl rank and violent kind, and con- 
fequently having an inveterate hatred to 
the church ; yet I am fiure, I have been 
always told, that in maiiiage there ought 
to be an union of minds as well as of 
perfons. 

I will now give my own charafter, and 
jQiall do it in few words, and with modefty 
and truth. 

I was reckcmed to be as handfbme as 
my in our nd^bourhood, until I became 

♦ a, J. 

pale 
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pale and thin with grief and ill ufage. I 
am ftill fair enough, and have I think no 
very ill feature about me. They that fee 
me now, will hardly allow me ever to have 
had any great fhare of beauty ; for befides 
being fo much altered, I go always mob- 
bed, and in an undrefs, as well out of 
negled, as indeed for want of cloaths to 
appear in. I might add to all this, that I 
was bom to a good eftate, although it now 
tumeth to little account under the op- 
preflions I endure, and hath been the true. 
caufe of all my misfortunes. 

Some years ago this gentleman taking 
a fancy either to my perfon or fortune, 
made his addrefles to me ; which, bdi^ 
then young and foolifh, I too readily ad- 
mitted; he feemed to ufe me with fo 
much tendernefs, and his converiktion was 
fo very engaging, that all my conftancy 
and virtue were too foon overcome ; and 
to dwell no longer upon a theme that 
caufeth fuch bitter refledtions, I muil c<mi- 
fefs with fhame, that I was undone by 
the common arts praiStifed upon all eafy 
credulous vir^ns, half by force, and half 
by confent, after folemn vpws and pro- 

teftations 
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teftations of marriage. When he had once 
got pofleffion, he foon began to play the 
ufual part of a too fortunate lover, af- 
fe6ling on all occafions to fhew his au- 
thority, and to ad like a conqueror. Firft, 
he found fault with the government of my 
family, which I grant was none of the 
beft, confiding of ignorant illiterate crea- 
tures ; for at that time I knew but little 
of the world. In compliance to him there- 
fore, I agreed to fall into his ways and 
methods of living ; I confented that his 
fteward fhould govern my houfe, and have 
liberty to employ an under-fteward*, who 
fhould receive his diredions. My lover 
proceeded farther, turned away feveral old 
fervants and tenants, and fupplying me 
with others from his own houfe, thefe 
grew fo domineering and unreafonable, 
that there vras no quiet, and I heard of 
nothing but perpetual quarrels, which al- 
though I could not poffibly help, yet my 
lover laid all the blame and puniilunetit 
upon me ; and upon every falling-out, flill 
turned away more of my people, and flip- 

* Lord lieutenant. 

plied 
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plied mc in their ftead with a number of 
fellows and dependents of his own, whom 
he had no other way to provide for. Over- 
come by love, and to avoid noife and con- 
tention, I yielded to all his ufurpationSj 
and finding it in vain to refift, I thou^t 
it my beft policy to make my court to my 
new fervants, and draw them to my in- 
tcrefts; I fed them fi-om my own table 
with the beft I had, put my new tenants 
on the choice parts of my land, and treat- 
ed them all fo kindly, that they began to 
love me as well as their mafter. In pro- 
cefs of time all my old fovants were gone, 
and I had not a creature about, me, nor 
above one or two tenants but what were 
of his chufing; yet I had the good luck 
by gende ufage to bring over the greatcft 
part of them to my fide. When my lover 
bbferved this, he began to alter his lan- 
guage; and to thofe who enquired about 
me, he would anfwcr, that I was an old 
dependent upon his family, whom he had 
placed on {bme concerns of his own j and 
he began to ufe me accordingly, negle^- 
ing by degrees all common civility in his 
behaviour. I fhall never forget the fpeech 
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he made me one morning) which he de- 
livered with all the gravity in the world. 
He put me in mind of the vaft obligations 
I lay under to him in fending me (o many 
of his people for my own good, and to 
teach me manners : that it had coft him 
ten times more than I was worth to main- 
tain me: that it had been much better for 
him if I had been damned, or burnt, or 
fimk to the bottom of the fea : that it was 
but reafonable I fhould ftrain myfelf as far 
as I was able to reimburfe him fbme of 
his charges : that from henceforward he 
expeded his word fhould be a law to me 
in all things ; that I muft maintain a pa- 
rifh-watch againft thieves and robbers, 
and givelalaries to an overfeer, a conftable, 
and others, all of his own chuiing, whdm 
he would fend from time to time to be 
fpies upon me : that to enable me the bet- 
ter in fupporting thefe expences, my te- 
nants Ihall be obliged to carry all their 
goods crofs the river to his own town- 
market, and pay toll on both lides, and 
then fell them at half value. But becaufe 
we were a nafly fort of people, and that 
he could not endure to touch any thing 

we 
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we had a hand in, and likewife, becaufe 
he wanted work to employ his own folks, 
therefore we muft fend all our goods to 
his itiarket juft in their naturals ; the milk 
immediately from the cow, without mak- 
ing it into cheefe or butter ; the corn in 
the ear ; the grafs as it is mowed ; the 
wool as it cometh from the {heep's back; 
and bring the fruit upon the branch, that 
he might not be obliged to eat it after our 
filthy hands : that, if a tenant carried but 
a piece of bread and cheefe to eat by the 
way, or an inch of worfted to mend his 
{lockings, he fhould forfeit his whole par- 
cel: and becaufe a company of rogues 
ufually plyed on the river between us, who 
often robbed my tenants of their goods 
and boats, he ordered a waterman of his 
to guard them, whofe manner was to be 
out of the way until the poor wretches 
were plundered; then to overtake the 
thieves, and feize all as lawful prize to 
his mafter and himfelf. It would be endt- 
lefs to repeat a hundred other hardfhips 
he hath put upon me ; but it is a general 
rule, that whenever he imagines the fmall- 
eft advantage wHl redound to one of his 
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loot-boys by any new opprefllon of me 
and my whole family and eftatc, he never 
difputeth it a moment. All this hath ren- 
dered me fo very infignificant and con- 
temptible at home, that fome fervants, to 
whom I pay the greateft wages, and many 
tenants, who have the moft beneficial 
leafes, are gone over to live with him ; 
yet I am bound to continue their wages, 
and pay their rents; by which means one 
third part of my whole income is Ipent 
on his eftate, and above another third by 
his tolls and markets; and my poor te- 
nants are fo lunk and impoverifhed, that 
inAead of maintaining me fuitably to my 
quality, they can hardly find me cloaths 
to keep me warm, or provide the common 
neceflaries of life for themfelves. 

Matters being in this pofture between 
me and my lover ; I received intelligence 
that he had been for fome time making 
very preffing overtures of marriage to my 
rival, until there happened fome mifunder- 
flandings between them ; fhe gave him ill 
words, and threatened to break bff all 
commerce with him. He, on the other 
fide, having either acquired courage by 

his 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



128 THE STORY OF 

his triumphs over me, 6t llippofing her as 
tame a fool as I, thought at firft to cany 
it with a high hand ; but hearing at the 
fame time, that flie had thoughts of mak- 
ing fome private propofals to join with me 
againft him, and doubting with very good 
reafon, that I would readily accept them, 
he feemed very much difconcerted. This 
I thought was a proper occafion to (hew 
fome great example of generofity and love; 
and fo without further confideration, I 
fent him word, that hearing there was like 
to be a quarrel between him and my rival, 
notwithftanding all that had palled, and 
without binding him to any conditions in 
my own favour, I would ftand by him 
^infl her and all the world, while I had 
a penny in my purfe, or a petticoat to 
pawn. This meflage was lublcribed by all 
my chief tenants ; and proved fo power- 
ful, that my riv^l immediately grew more 
tradable upon it. The refult of which was, 
that there is now a treaty of marriage * 
concluded between them, the wedding 
cloaths are bought, and nothing rcmaincth 

* Treaty of union, 
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but to pcrf(»m the ceremcmy, which is 
put off for fome days, becaufe they de^ 
iign it to be a publick wedding. And td 
reward my love, conftancy,. and genero- 
fity, he hath beftowed oa me the office of 
being fem|^€ife to his grooma ^id foot- 
men, which I am forced toaccept orftarre; 
Yet in the mM. of this nty fituation, I 
cannot but have fome pity for this dcludccf 
man, to caft himfetf away on an infkmous 
creature, who, whatever fhe pretendcth> 
I can prove would at this very minuter 
radier be a whore to a certain great man, ■ 
thatihall be namelefe, if fhe might have 
her vrill. For my part I think, and fo doth 
all the country too, that the man is pof- 
fefled; at leaft none of us are able to ima- 
gine what he cart poflibly lee in her, un- 
lelilhehatb bewitched him, or given him 
fome powder. 

1 am fore I never fought this alliance, 
ahd you can bear me witncfs, that I might 
have had other matches j nay if 1 wens- 
lightly difpofed, I could ftill perhaps have 
offers, that ftwne, who hold their heads 
higher, would be glad to accept. But alas I 
I never had any fuch wicked thought; 
,, . K aU 
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all I now defire is, only to enjoy a.littid 
quiet, to be free from the perfecutions of 
this.unreafpnable man, and that he will 
let me manage my own little fortune to 
the beft advantage; for which I \yill un- 
dertake to pay him a coniiderable penfion 
every year, much more coniiderable than 
what he now gets by his oppreflions ; for 
he mull needs find himfelf a lofer at laft, 
when he hath drained me and my tenants 
fo dry, that we jQiall not have a penny for 
him or ourfelves. There is one impofition 
of his I had almoft forgot, which I think 
urifufferable, and will appeal to you, or 
any reafonable perfon, whether it be fo or 
not. I told you before, that by an old 
compaiJl we agreed to have the lame 
ileward, at which time I confented like- 
wife to regulate my^ family and eftate by 
the fame metliod with him, which he then 
fliewedme written down in form, and I 
approved of. Now, the turn he thinks fit . 
to give this compad of ours is very extra- 
ordinary; for he pretends, that whatever 
orders he Ihall think fit to prefcribe for the 
future in his family, he may, if he will,, 
compel mine to obferve them without 
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alking my advice, or hearing my teafons. 
So that I muft not make a leafe without 
his cohfe^t, or give any dire<5ions for the 
well governing of my family, but what 
he countermands whenever he pleafeth. 
This leaveth me at fuch confufion and 
uncertainty, that my fervants know ndt 
when to obey me, and my tenants, al- 
though many of them be very well in- 
clined, feem quite at a lofs. 

But I am too tedious upon this melan- 
choly fubjedt, which however I hope you 
will forgive, flnce the happinefs of my 
whole life dependeth upon it. I defire you 
will think awhile, and give your beft ad- 
vice, what meallires I fhall take with, pru- 
dence, juftice, courage, and honour, to. 
proted my Hberty and fortune againft the 
hardfhips and feverities I lie under from 
that unkind, inconftant man. 
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INJURED LADY. 

MADAM, 

I Have received your ladyfliip's letter, 
. and carefully confidered every part of 
it, and fliall give you my opinion how you 
ought to proceed for your own fecurity* 
But firft I muft beg leave to tell your 
ladyfhip, that you were guilty of an un- 
pardonable weaknefs t'other day in mak- 
ing that oiFer to your lover, of (landing 
by him in any quarrel he might have with 
your rival. You know very well, that flie 
began to apprehend he had defigns of 
ufing her as he had done you ; and com- 
mon prudence might have direded you 
rather to have entered into fome meafures 
with her for joining againft him, until he 
. might at leaft be brc»ight to fome reafon- 
able terms: but your invincible hatred 

ta 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



THE INJURED LADY. ,135 

to that lady hath carried your refentments 
fo high, as to be the caufe of your ruin ; 
yet if you pleafe to coniider, diis averiioti 
of yours began a good while before flic 
became your rival, and was taken up by 
you and your family in a fort of compli- 
ment tx> your lover, who formerly had' a 
great abhorrence for her. It is true, fince 
that time you have fuffered very much 
by her encroachments lipon your eftate, 
but flie never pretended to govern or 
dired you ; and now you have drawn a 
new enemy upon yourfelf ; for I think 
you may count upon all the iU offices flie 
can poffibly do you by her credit vi^ith 
herhu&and; whereas, ifinftead of open- 
ly declaring againft her without any pro- 
vocation, you had but fat flill a while, 
and faid nothing, that gentleman would 
have leflened his feverity to you out of 
perfed fear. This weaknefs of yours you 
call generoflty ; but I doubt there was 
more in the matter: in fhort, madam, I 
have good reafons to think you were be- 
trayed to it by the pernicious counfels of 
fome about you: for to my certain know- 
ledge, feveral of your tenants and fervants, 
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to whom you have been very kind, are 
as arrant rafcals as any in the country. I 
cannot but obferve what a mighty dif- 
ference there is in one particular between 
yoiu* ladyfhip and your rival. Having 
yielded up your perfon, you thought no- 
thing elfe worth defending, ^nd therefore 
you will not now infift upon thofe very 
conditions, for which you yielded at firft. 
But your ladyfhip cannot be ignorant, that 
fome years iince your rival did the lame 
thing, and upon no conditions at all ; nay, 
this gendeman kept her as a mifs, and yet 
made 'her pay for her very diet and lodg- 
ing. But, it being at a time when he had 
no fteward, and his family out of order, 
ihe ftole away, and hath now got the 
trick very y^rell known among the women 
of the town, to grant a man the favour 
over night, and the next day have the 
impudence to deny it to his face. But it 
is too late to reproach you with any former 
overfights, which cannot now be redified. 
I kno\v the matters of fadi, as you relate 
them, are true and fairly reprefented. My 
adyiee therefore is this : get your tenants 
together a? foojx as you Qonveniently can, 
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and make them a^eetothe following re- 
solutions: 

Firfi^ That your family and tenants 
have no dependence upon the faid gch^ 
tleman, hirther than by the old agree- 
ment, which obligeth you to ha^e the lame 
fteward, and to regulate your houfhold by 
fuch methods as you fhall both agree to. 

Secondly^ That you will not carry your 
goods to the market of his town, unlefs 
you pleafe, nor be hindered from carrying 
them any where elfe. 

'Thirdly^ That the fervants you pay 
wages to fhall live at home, or forfeit their 
places. 

Fourthly^ That whatever leafeyou make 
to a taiant, it fhall not be in his power to 
break it. 

If he will agree to thefe articles, I ad- 
vife you to contribute as largely as you 
can to all charges of parifh and county. 

I can aflure you, leveral of that gentle- 
man's ableft tenants and fervants are a- 
gainA his fevere ufage of you, and would 
be glad of an occafion to convince the reft 
of their error,' if you will not be wanting 
to yourfelf, 
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. If the gentleman rc&fes thefe juft and 
i«eafoiiable offers, pray let mcknow it, and 
po-haps I may think of fomething el/e 
that will be more efl^dual. 

J amy 

MADAM, 

Tour ladyjhifs, etc. 
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TO AND FROM 



I 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 

LETTER I. 

A Mmfieur Monjkur Hunter, gentilhomfW' 
Anglois, a Paris. 

London^ Jan* 12, 1708-g. 

SIR, 

I Know no people fb ill ufed by your 
men of bufinefs, as their intimate 
friends. About a fortnight after Mr., Ad- 
difon had received the letter you were 
pleafed to lend me, he iiril told me of it 
with an air of recoUedion, and after tea 
further of grace, thought fit to give it me; 
io you know where to fix the whole blame 
that it was no Iboner acknowledged. 'Tis 
a delicate expedient you prifoners have of 
diverting vourfdves in an euemy*s coun- 
try, for wnich other men would be hanged. 

\ am confidcring, whether there be no 
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way of diflurbing your quiet by writ- 
ing fome dark matter, that may give the 
french court a jealoufy of you. I fuppofe, 
monfieur Chamillard^ or fome of his com- 
miflaries, muft have this letter interpreted 
to them, before it comes to your hands ; 
and therefore I here think good to warn 
them, that if th^ exchange you under fix 
of their lieutenant-generals, they will be 
Ipfers by the bai^ain. But that they may 
not miftake me, I do not mean as vicer(yy 
4e Virgmiay mats cotnme le colonel Himter. 
I would advife you to be very tender of 
your honour, and not fall in love ; becaufe 
I have a fcruple, whether you can kee^ 
your parole, if you become a prifbner to 
the ladies ; at lead it will be a fcandal for 
a free Briton to drag two chains at once. 
I prefume, you have the liberty of Parisy 
and fifty miles round, and have a very 
light pair of fetters, contrived to ride or 
dance in, and fee Verfailles^ and every 
place elfe, except St, Germains. — I hear 
the ladies call you already n6tre prifonnier 
"Hunter, le plushonnitegarqon du trnnde: — 
Will you French yet own us Britons to be 
a brave people ? Will they allow the dtike 
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of Marlborough to be a great general ? Or, 
""Are they all as partial as their gazetteers? 
Have you yet met any^f»(r/6 colonel whom 
you remember to have formerly knocked 
from his horfe, or Ihivered at leaft a 
launce againft his breaft-jdate? Do you 
know the wounds you have given, when 
you fee the fears? Do you falute your old 
enemies with Steiimus tela afpera coniray 
contulimufque manus, Vosfaves que — Morir 
Jieur ^Addifon, notre bon amiy efifattfe-' 
cretaire d'etat dlrlande j and unlefs you 
make hafte over/ and get me my Virgi-, 
nian biihoprick, he will perHiade me to 
go with him, for the Vienna preyed is off, . 
which is a great difappointment to the 
defign I had of difplaying my politicks at 
the emperor's court. I Aq not Kke the 
fubjed you have affigned me to entertain 
you with. Crauder is fick, to the comfort 
of all quiet people, and Fraud h reveur a 
peindre, Mr, Add-on and I pften drink 
your health, and this day I did it with 
fFHlPatey a certain adorer of yours, who 
is |x)th a bel efprit and a woollen-draper. 
Thewhigs carry all before them) and how 
far th^y virill puffue thw vidories, we 
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under-rate whigs can hardly tell. I Have 
not yet obferyed die tories nofes; their* 
number is not to be learnt by telling of 

nofes, for every tory has not a nofe. 

'Tis a lofs, you are not here to partake of 
three weeks froft, and eat gingerbread in 
a booth by a fire upon the Thames, Mrs. 
Floyd* looked out with both her eyes, and 
we had one day's thaw ; but fhe drew in 
her head, and it now freezes as hard as 
ever. As' for the convocation, the queen 
thought fit to prorogue it, though at th& 
cxpence of Pr. Atterhurys difpleafure, 
who was defigned their prolocutor, and 
is now raging at the difappointment. I 
amufe myfelf fometimes with writing 
verfes to Mr. Finch ^ and ibmetimes with 
projeAs for uniting of parties, whidi I per- 
fed over night, and burn in the morning. 
Sometimes Mr. Addifm and I (leal to a 
pint of bad wine, and wifli for no third 
perfon but you, who, if you were with us, 
would never be fatisfied ^yithout three 

* The lady whom the au- whom he addreiled a fhortbut 

thor here compliments by put- elegant copy of verfes about a 

ting her name for that of the year before. See vol. Ti, p. 

fun, was Mrs. Bidd'^ Fhyd^ to 129. 

more. 
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more. — You know, I believe, that poor 
Dr. Gregory is dead, and Keil folicits to 
be his fucceflbr j but party reaches even to 
lines and circles, and he will hardly carry 
it, being reputed a tory, which yet he 
utterly denies. — We are here nine times 
madder after operas than ever ; and have 
got a new Cajirato from Italy ^ called Ni- 
colinty who t.xcttd.% f^akntini^ I know not. 
how many barrs length. Lords Somen 
and Hallifax are ds well as bufy ftatefmen 
can be in parliament time. Lord Dorfet is 
nobody's favoufite but your's and Mr. 
Prior s^ who has lately dedicated his book 
of poems to him, which is all the prefs 
has fiirnifhed us of any vahie fince you 
went. Mr. Bringle^ a gentleman oi Scot- 
land fucceeds Mi?. Admfm in the fecre- 
tary*s office ; and ^fr. Shute^ a notable 
young piefliyter jaii genlfeman under thirty 
years old, is made a commiffioner of the 
cuftoms. This is all I can think of, ei- 
llier pubfick or private, worth telling 
you ; perhaps you have heani part or all 
(^ both ftom other hdfidsj but you inuft'' 
be content : pray let ns know what hopes 
we have of feeing yoit, and how foon;- 
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and be {o kind, or juft, to believe meal- • 
ways 

Tour mofl faithfuly 

humble fervanty 

JON. SWIFT. 

i*. S. Mr, Steel prefents his moft hum- 
ble fervice to you ; and I cannot forbear 
telling you of your mechancete to impute 
the letter of enthufiafm to me ; when I 
have Ibme good reafons to think the au- 
thor is now at Paris, 

LETTER IL 

A Monjieur Mmfeur Hunter, gentiliomme 
Anglois, a Pads. 

Londofty March 22, 1708-9. 

SIR, 

I AM very much obliged to you for the 
favour of a kind repr(»ch you fent me, 
in a letter to Mr. Addifmy which he never 
told me of till this day, and that accident- 
ally 5 but I am glad at the fame time, that 

I did 
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I did not deferve it, having fent you a 
long letter, in return to that you was 
pleafed to honour me with ; and it is a 
pity it fhould be loft ; for as I remember, 
it was full of the Did fabulas:^ and fuch 
particularities as do not uflially find place 
in news-papers. Mr. Addifon has been fo' 
taken up for fome months in the amphi- 
bious circumflances of premier C— to 
my! lord Sunderland, and fecretary of ftate 
{qx Ireland, that he is the worft man I 

* know either to convey an idle letter, or 
deliver what he receives ; fo that I defign, 
when I truft him. with this, to give him a 
memorial along with it; for if my former 
has milcarried, I am half periuaded to give> 
him the blame. I iindyou a litde lament 
your bondage, and .indeed in your cafe it 
requires a good fhare of philofophy : but 
if you will not be angry, I believe I may 
have been the caufc you are ftill a prifoner, 
for I imagine my former letter was inter- 
cepted by ^cfrench court, when the moft ' 
chriftian king reading one paflage in it, 
(and duly confidering the weight of the 
perfon who wrote it) where I laid, if the 

frencb underftood your value as well as we 
' . -do, 
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do, he would not exchange you for count 
*TaUardy and all the Delris oi Blenheim to- 
gether ; for I muft confcfs, I did not railly 
when I faid fo. 

I hear your good fifter, the queoi of 
Pomunhiy waits with impatience till you 
are reftored to your dominion^ ; and that 
your rogue of a viccjroy returns money faft 
for Englandy againfl the time he muft re- 
tire from his government. Mean time 
Philips writes verfes in a fledge upon die 
frozen fea, and tranfmits them hither to 
thrive in oiir warmer dime under the 
ihditer of my Icard Dorfet, I could fend you 
a great deal of news firon the Republica 
Grubfireetaria^ which was never in greater 
altitude, though I have been of kte but 
a fmall contributor. A cargo of fplinters 
frxmi the arabian rocks have been lately 
fliipwrecked in the Thames^ to the irrepa- 
rable damage of the virtuoft. Mrs. Ltfng 
and I are fallen out; I fhall not trouble 
you with the caufe, but don't you think 
her altogether in the wrong? But Mrs,- 
Barter is jftiE in my good graces ; \ de%n 
to make her tell me when you are to be 

redeemed, and will fend you; word. 

, There's 
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There's it. now, you think I am in jeft ; 
but I afliire you, the beft intelligence I get 
of publick aiJairs is from ladies, fdt the 
niinifters nevef tell me any thing J arid 
Mn Addifin is nine times mdre fecret to 
itie than any body elfe, becaufe I have the 
happinefs to be thought his friend. The 
<iompany at St, Jattiei's Coffee-houfe is as 
bad ds ever, |5Ut it is not quite fo good. 
The beauties you left are all gone off* this 
TccSk.^ and we have got a new fett for fpring,- 
cf which Mrs. Chepmind and Mrs. JVorjley 
are the principal. The vogue of operas 
holds up Wonderfully, though we have had 
them a year^ but I defign to fet up a 
party among the wits to run them down 
by next winter, if true snglipj caprice does 
not interpofe to fave us the labour. Ma- 
4cmoiielle Spa;theim is going to marry my 
lord Fitxh'arding, at leaft I have heard fb ; 
and if you find it otherwife at your return, 
the confequences may poflibly be furvived; 
however, you may tell it the Paris gazet- 
teer, and let me have the plealure to read 
a lye of my own fending. I fuppofe you 
have heard, that the town has loft an old 
duke, and recovered a mad duchefs. — 

L The 
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The duke of Marlborough has at length 
fisund an enemy that dares face him, and 
which he will certainly fly before with 
the firft opportunity, and we are all of 
ppinion it will be his wifeft courfe to do 
&. Now the way to be prodigioufly witty 
would be by keeping you in fufpenie, and 
not letting you know that this enemy is 
nothing but this north-eaft wind, which 
ftops his voyage to Holland, — This letter 
going in Mr. Addifons. pacquet will, I 
hope, have better luck than the former. 
I mall go for Ireland fome time in fum- 
mer, being not able to make my friends 
in the miniftry confider- my merits, ot 
their promifes, enough to keep me here, 
fo that all my hopes now terminate in my 
biflioprick oiVirginia^ in the mean time 
I hold feft my claim to your promife of 
correlponding with me, and that you will 
henceforward addrefs your letter for me 
at Mr. Steele s office at the cockpit, who 
has promifed his care in conveying them. 
Mr. Dofnrjtl is now at GenevOy and fepds 
me word, he is become a convert to the 
whigs by obferving the good and ill ef- 
fedts of freedom and ilavery abroad. 

I am 
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I am now with Mr. Addijm^ with whom 
I have fifty times drank your health fince 
you left us. He is hurrying away for Ire^ 
land^ and 1 can at prefent lengthen my 
letter no farther ; and I am not certain 
whether you will have any from him or 
no, till he gets for Ireland. However, he 
commands me to afliire you of his humble , 
fervice, and I pray God too much bufineis 
may not ipoil h phis hormite bomme du 
monde\ for it is cettain, which of a mtan's 
good talents he employs on bu{inels,'!nuft 
be detracted from his converfation. I can- 
not write longer in fo good company, and 
therefore condude 

Tour ttufi fakbfuly 

and tnofi humble fertmnty 

J. SWIFT. 
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LETTER in. 

Dr. Swift to Dr. William King, 

Archbipop o/" Dublin. 

London, OSiober \o, 1710. 

MY LORD, 

I Had the honour of your grace's letter 
of September 16, but I was in no pain 
to acknowledge it, nor fhall be at any 
other time, until I have fomething that I 
think worth troubling you; becaufe I 
know, how much an infignificant letter 
is worfe than none at all. I had likewife 
your memorial*, etc. in another pacquet. 
I fhould have been glad the bifhops had 
been here ; although I take bifhops to be 
the worft folicitors in the world, except 
for themfelves. They cannot give them- 
felves the little trouble of attendance, that 
other men are content to fwallow: elfe, 
I am fure, their two lordfliips might have 
fucceeded eafier, than men of my level are 
likely to do. 

* A memorial of the bifhops cerning the firft fruits and 
and clergy of Ireland^ co.i- twentieth parts. 

As 
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As loon as I received the pacquets from 
your grace, I went to wait upon Mr. Har-^ 
/ey*. I had prepared him before by an- 
other hand where he was very intimate ;' 
and got myfelf reprefented (which I mighf 
juftly do) as one extremely ill ufed by the 
laft miniftry after Ibme obligations, be- 
caule I refiifed to go certain lengths they 
would have me. This happened to be m 
fome fort Mr. Hurleys own cafe. He had 
heard very often of me, and received me 
with the greateft marks of kindnefs and 
efteem ; as I was whifpered he would ; 
and the more upon the ill ufage I had met 
with. I lat with him two hours among 
company, and two hours we were alone ; 
where I told him my bufinels, and gave 
him the hiftory of it: which he heard as 
I could wifli, and declared he would do 
his utmoft to effed it. I told him the 
difficulties we met with by lord-lieute- 
nants and their fecretaries; who would 
not lufFer others to folicit, and negle<Sled 
it themfelves. He fell in with me intirely ; 
and &id, neither they nor himlelf fhould 

• Lord high treafurer of Engknd. created afterwards earl of 
Oxford, 

L 3 Ii^ive 
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have the merit of it, but the queen, to 
whom he would fliew my memorial with 
the firft opportunity, in order if pofliUc 
to have it done in this interregnum. liaid 
the honour and merit, next to the quem> 
would be his ; that it was a great encou- 
ragement to the bifliops that he was in the 
trcafury, whom they knew to be the chief 
advi&r of the queen to ^ant the lame 
fevour in England: that confequendy the 
honour and merit were nothing to him, 
who had done fo much greater things r 
and that for my part, I thought he was 
obliged to the clergy of Ireland for giv- 
ing him an opportunity of gratifying the 
pleafure he took in doing good to the 
chiu-ch. He took my compliment ^- 
tremely well, and renewed his promifes. 
Your grace will pleafe to know that, be- 
fides the firft fruits, I told him of the 
crown-rents; and fhewed the nature and 
value of them; but iaid, my opinioQ wa^ 
that the convocation had not mentioned 
them in their petition to the queen, deli- 
vered to lord Wharton * with the addrcfa, 
becaufe they thought the times would not 

r 

♦ Then lord lieutenant of Inland^ 

then 
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thien bear it ; but that, I looked on myfelf 
to have a difcretionary power to Iblicit it 
in fo favourable a jundhire. 

I had two memorials ready of my ovm 
drawing up, as Aort as poffible, flicwmg 
the nature of the thing, and how long it 
had been depiending, etc. One of thefe 
memorials had a paragraph at rfie end 
relating to the crown rents. I would have 
given him the laft ; but I gave him the 
other, which he immediately read, and 
promifed to fecond both with his beft of- 
fices to the queen. As I have placed that 
paragraph in my memorial, it can do no 
harm, and may polfibly do good. How- 
ever, I beg your grace to lay nothing of it, 
but if it dieth, let it die in filcnce : we 
muft take up with what we can get. 

I forgot to tell your grace, that when I 
faid I was empowered, etc. he defired tO fee 
my powers : and then I heartily wiflied 
them more ample than they were : and I 
have fince wondered, what fcruple a num- 
ber of biftiops could have to empower a 
. iclcf gyman to do the church and them a 
fervice without any imagination of iritereft 
for himfelf. 

• L 4 Mr. 
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Mr. ffar/^hns invited me to dine with 
him to-day : but I fliall qojf put him upqn 
this difcourfe fo foon. If he begips it hini- 
felf, I fhall add it at the bottom of this. 
He lays J M, feeretary Sf, ^ohn* defireth tg 
be acquainted with ine, and that |ie will 
bring us together. That niay be g fpr- 
ther help 5 although I told him I had no 
thoughts of applying to any but himfelf, 
wherein he differed from me, and defired 
I would Ipeakto others, if it were but for 
form J andf^emed to mean, as if he would 
avoid the envy of being thought to do fuch 
.a thing alone. But an old courtier (an in- 
timate friend) advifed me ftill to let him 
know, I relied whoUy upon his good inclir 
nations and credit with the queen, etc^ 

I find I am forced to fay all this very 
confuffcdly, juft as it lieth in my memory ; 
but perhaps it may give your grace a tru^r 
idea how matters arc, than if J had >vrit 
in more order, 

/ am^ etc. 

JONATHAN SWIFT, 

* Afterwards created lord vifcount '^olinghroh, 

LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 
ll)e j^rckbijhop to Dr. SWIFT. 

Dtdtlin, OSloba^ 24, 1710. 

REVEREND SIR, 

I Thank you for yoiirs of theioth in- 
ftant, and fend you inclofed a farther 
pow^ by my lord primate and me. My 
lord is not able to come to town, which 
obliged me to wait on him at yobnjion', 
and hindered the joining of two or three 
l)ifhopi, in it who are yet in town : but I 
fiippofe our figning is fufficient. I went in 
^e morning to wait on his grace, and 
intended, ^hen he had figned it, to have 
applied to o^her biihops; but he was a- 
broad taking the air, and I could not get 
it until it was late, and thought it better 
to fign and fend it as it is, than wait for 
another poft, You jnay expeft by the 
next a letter to his grace of Canterbutyy 
and another to the archbiihop of TorK 
I apprized them both of the bufinefs. 
The latter, if I remember right, fpoke to 
hfr majefly al?out it^ I am not fure, that 
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her majcfty remembers what I faid on that 
fiibjed ; but am fure (he was pleafed to 
feem fetisficdwith it> and to fcruple only 
the time : I (uppofe, not thinking it fit 
to confer the favour flic defigned the 
clergy of Ireland by the hands it muft 
then have pailed through, but faid, that 
in the interval of a change, or abfence of 
a chief governor, it fhould be done. I 
hope now is the proper time, and that 
her majefly will rather follow the didates 
of her own bountiful inclinations, than 
the intrigues of cunning covetous coun- 
iellors. 

I thought to have troubled you with a 
great many things ; but fiich a crowd of 
vifitors have broken in upon me before I 
could lodk my ^tes, that I am forced to 
break off abruptly, recommending you to 
God's care. 

I am, etc. 

WILLIAM DuiliB. 



LETTER 
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LETTE R V. 

TTje lord Primate* andj^rchbipopofDyjh^dti 
. , ^^Z)r. SWIFT. 

DubJbi^ OSioher 24, 171O4 

SIR,, 

WE dire<fted a letter to the biftiops of 
OJfory and Killaho laft Auguft^ de- 
iiring and empowering them to folicit'thc 
affair of our &ft fruits and twentieth part? 
with her majefty ; which has depended fb 
long, notwithftanding her majefty's good 
intentions, jand feveral pronaifes of the 
' chief governors here to. lay our addrelles 
before her majefty in the beft manner. 
We wejre then ^pprehenfive, that thofc 
bifhops might return from Ettgland htioxo. 
the bufinefs could be efFeded, and there- 
fore we defired them to concern you in it; 
having fo good aflurance of your ability, 
prudence, and fitnefs to profecute fuch a 
matter. We find the bifhops returned be- 
fore you came to London^ for which we 

* Dr. Narcijfus Marjh. 

are 
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are very much concerned ; and judging 
this the moft proper time to profecute it 
with fuccefs, we entreat you to take the 
full managemefU o{ it into y ova hands; and 
do commit the care of foliciting it to your 
diligence and prudence j defiring you to 
let us know from time to time what pro- 
grefs is made in it. And if atiy thing far- 
ther be neqeflary on our part, on your 
intimation we mall be ready to do what 
fhall be judged reafonable. 

This, with our prayers for the good fuc- 
cefs of yout endeavours, is all from^ 

SIR, 

Tour J etc. 

NARCISSUS, ^/a^*. 
WILLIAM, Z)«^/w. 



LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 

He Archbijhop ^Ddbliii to Dr. SWIF* T. 

Dublin^ Dec, 16, 1710, 
SIR, 

THIS is to. acknowledge the receipt 
of your's of the 20th paft, which 
came not to my hands till *Thurfday laft, 
by reafon of winds that kept the jpacquets 
on the other fide. 

I find the matter of our firft fruits, etc* 
is talked of now. I reckon on nothing 
certain, till her majefty's letter comes in 
form; and quaere, .why ftiould not you 
come and bring it with you } It would 
make you a very welcome clergyman to 
Irela?idi and be thie beft nieans to iatisfy 
mankind how it Was obtained, although I 
think .that will be but of difpute. I am 
very well apprized of the difpatch you 
gave this affair, aftd well pleafed, that I 
judged better of the perfori fit to be em- 
ployed than fome of my brethren. But 
now it is. done, as I hope it is effedually, 
they will affume as much as their neigh- 
. bours; which I fJiiaU. never contradift. 

Things 

' ' • Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



158 LETTERS TO AND 

Things are taking a new turn here, as 
well as with you, and I am of opinion, 
by the time you come here few will jwo- 
fefs themfelves wAigs. The greateft danger 
I ^prehend, and which terrifies me more 
than perhaps you will be able to imagine, 
is the fury and indifcreition of fome of our 
own people^ who never had any merit; but 
by imbroiling diin^ they did, and I am 
afraid will yet do mifchief. 

I heartily recommend' you to God's 
fevour. 

jStd am^ etc* 

N. B. DoSiar Swift tifed his credit imti 
the miniftryyfor the benefit oftbechurcb 
of Itt^s^yfii heartily and Jh ^eBually 
at this critical Hme, that he procured 
a grant from the quern for exonerat- 
ing the clergy of h^anAfrom payif^ 
twentieth parts, dated mefeoenth of 
February, one tboufand fenen btmdred 
and ten ; and another mnl hearing 
the fame date to Natd&s, lard arch- 
hi/hop. if AxtDS^ fir Conftantinc 

Phipps^ 
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Phippsi krd high charuxUor if Ire- 
land, WilHam, h^darcUn/hopofiyvAi-' 
lin, John, lord arcbbi/hop if Tuam, 

. . ami others, ; />/ the frfi fndti fayaUe 

put of all ecckfiaflical berufoety in trufi, 

to he for ever applied towards pttr^ 

, , chafing gkbesy and buildin^refidentiary 

' houfes for poor endowed ixcars: 
Xbefuccefs of ishich charitable fund U* 
therto may befeen in the printed pam^ 
phlei containing an account of the fir fi 
fruits of I^dand. 

LETTER VII. 
fhe J^cbbi/bop to Dr. SWIF T. 

. l/mdon^ Suffflk-fireet^ 
iWw. 32, 1716. 

SIR. 

I Read yoxirs of the thirteenth, inftant 
with ^eat {atisfadtion. It is not only 
aa advantage to you and me, that there 
£bould be a good correfpondence between 
us, but alfo to the publick ; and I ailure 
you I had muph ado to pcrfuade peojde 

here, 
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here, that we k^t any tolerable meafureS 
with one another j riiuch lefs, that there 
wasaff^ thing of a good intelligence t and 
therefore you jud^d right j that it ought 
not to be faid, that in Ibme many months 
I had not received any letter from you. 

I do a little admire, that thofe that 
fliould be your fafteft friends, fiiould be 
fb oppofite to acknowledge the fervice ydu 
did • in procuring the twentieth parts and 
frfi.fruiti: I know no reafon for it, ex* 
cept the zeal I fhewed to do you jufiice 
in that particular from the beginning- 
But fince I only did it, as obliged to bear 
teftimony to the truth m a matter, which 
I certainly knew, and would have done 
the lanie for the worft enemy I had. in the 
world, i fee no reafon why you fhould 
fuller, becaufe I among others was your 
witnefs. But be not concerned, ingrati* 
tude is warranted by modern and ancient 
cuftom : and it is more honour for a man 
to have it afked, why he had not z.fiitahk 
return to his merits^ than why he vwts 
overpaid. Benefacere et male atidire \% l^e 
lot of the beft men. If caliiftmy or ingra- 
titude could have put me out ot my way, 

God 
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Cod knows where I flioul4 have wantkred 
by this time. 

I am glad the biifineS of St. Nicholas* 
is over £iny way : my inclinatbn was Mr. 
U^alh, that I might have joined the vkar- 
^t.oi CaJHe-knock to the prebend dMa- 
lahidart\ which would have made a good 
provifion jfbr one man^ ierved the cures 
better, and yielded more then to the in- 
cumbent, than it can do now, when in 
different h^ds. But I could not compafs 
it without ufing more power over my 
clergy, than I ^m willing to exert. But as 
I am thankful to you for your condefcen- 
fion in that affair, fo I will expe6t that 
thofe, with whom you have complied, 
fbould fhew their fenfe of it by a mutual 
return of the like compliance, when there 
fhall be occafion. Such reciprocal kind 
offices are the ground of mutual confi- 
dence and friendfhip, and the fewel that 
keeps them alive: and I think, nothii^ 
can contribute more to our common eafe, 
and the publick good, than maintaining 

• The deas and chapter ef the right of bcftowing the cure 
St. PotrUh's are the appropri- en whom they pleafe. 
ators of that churcli, an(i have 

M thefe 
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thefe between you and me, and with the 
clergy. 

We have a ftrong report, that my lord 
Bolingbroke will return here, and be par- 
doned ^ certdnly it muft not be for no- 
thing. I hope, he can tell no ill ftory of 
you. 

I add only my prayers for you, and am, 

SIR, * 
, Tour fiu)Jl humble fervanty 
and brother y 
WILLIAM, DuB/in. 

LETTER Vm. 
jDr. SWIFT to the Archbijhop of Dublin. 

Trim^ Dec, i6, 1716. 

. MY LORD, 

T Should be forry to fee my lord Boling- 
-*• broke following the trade of an infor- 
mer: becaufe he is a peribn, for whom 
I always had, and ftill continue, a very 
great love and efteem. For I think, as the 

reft 
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reft of mankind do, that informers are a 
deteftabJe face of people, although they 
may be fometimes neceflary. Befides, I do 
not fee, whom his lordfliip can inform 
againft, except himfelf 1 he was three or 
four days at the court of France, while he 
was fecretary; and it is barely poflible, he 
might then have entered into fome deep 
negotiation with the pretender : although 
I would not believe him, if he fliould 
Jwear it; \xicdi\iit he protejied to me, that 
he never faw him hut once ; and that was 
at a great diftance, in publick at an opera. 
As to any others of the miniftry at that 
time, I am confident he cannot accufe 
them : and that they will appear as inno- 
cent with relation to the pretender, as any 
who are now at the helm. And as to^y- 
felf, if I were of any importance, I fliould 
be very eafy under fuch an accufation ; 
much eafier, than I am to think your 
grace imagineth me in any danger, or 
thdt lord Bolinghroke fliould have any ilt 
ftpry to tell of me. He knoweth, and 
loveth, and thinketh too well of me, to 
be capable of fuch an adlion. But I am 
furprifed to think your grace could talk, 

M 2 or 
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or ad, or caxefpond with me for fome 
years paft; while you muft needs believe 
me a moft falie and vile man ; declaring 
to you on all occafions my abhorrence of 
the pretender^ and yet privately en^ged 
with a miniftry to bring him in ; and 
therefore warning me to look X.p myfelf, 
and prepare my defence againft a falfe 
Brother, coming over to difcover j(uch 
fecrets as would hang me. Had there been 
ever the leaft overture or intent oi bringing 
in the pretender, during my acquakitance 
with the miniftry, I think I muft have 
been very ftupid not to have picked out 
jbme discoveries or fulpicions. And al- 
though I am not fure I ftiould have turned 
informer, yet I am certain I ftK)uld have 
dropt fome general cautions ; and immC' 
diately have retired. When people fay, 
things were not ripe at the queen's doath ; 
they fay, they know not what. Things 
were fotten: and had the minifters any 
fuch thoughts, they fhould have begun 
three years before; and they, who fay 
otherwife, underftand notliing of the flate 
of the kingdom at that time. 

But 
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But whether I am miftaken or no in 
other men, I beg your grace to believe, 
that I am not miftaken in myfelf. I al- 
ways profefled to be againft the pretender 'j 
and am fo Jlill, And this is not to make 
my court (which I know is vain) for I 
own myfelf full of doubts, fears, and dif- 
iatisfadions ; which I think on as feldom 
as I can : yet if I were of any value, the 
publick may fafelyr^^ on my loyalty\\3^- 
caufe I look upon the coming of the pre-- 
tender as a greater evil, than any we arc 
like to fufFer under the woril whig mini- 
ftry that can be found. 

I have not fpoke or thought fb much 
of party thefe two years, nor could any 
thing have tempted me to it, but the grief 
I have in ftanding fo ill in your grace's 
opinion/ I beg your grace's bleiling, 

And am^ etc, 
' JONATHAN SWIFT. 



M3 LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 

Dr.SWlFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

Dec. 14, 1 7 19. 9 at night. 
SIR, 

IT is impoflible to know by your letter 
whether the wine is to be bottled to- 
morrow, or no. 

If it be, or be not, why did not you in 
plain englijh tell us fo ? 

For my part, it was by mere chance I 
came to fit»with the ladies* this night. 

And if they had not told me there was 
a letter from you, and your man Alexan- 
der had not gone, and come back from 
the deanry, and the boy here had not 
been fent to let Alexander know I was 
here, I fhoi^ldhave mift the letter outright. 

Truly I don't know who's bound to be 
fending for corks to ftop your bottles, with 
a vengeance. 

* Mrs. Dingley and Mrs. graph ends with a rhime. And 
Joknforiy who lived at a little Shetid^m was at his country 

diftance from the deanry. houfe called l^tka^ in the 

Swift was refident at the county of Cteoan^ about eight 

deanry when this letter was miles from ^«W». 
written, of which every para- 

Make 
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Make a page of your own age, and 
fend your man Alexander to buy corks, 
for Saunders akeady has gone above ten 
jaunts. 

Mrs. Dinghy and Mrs. Johnfm lay, 
truly they don't care for your wife's com- 
pany, though they like your wine; but 
they had rather have it at their own houfe 
to drink in quiet. 

However they own it is very civil in 
Mr. Sheridan to make the offer ; and they 
cannot deny it. 

I wifli Alexander fafe at St. Catherines 
to-night, with all my heart and foul, upon 
my word and honour. 

But I think it bafe in you to fend a 
poor fellow out fo late at this time of 
year, when one would not turn out a dog 
that one valued ; I appeal to your friend 
Mr. Conna. 

I would prefent my humble fervicfe 
to my lady Mountcajhel ; but truly I 
thought {he would have made advances 
to have been acquainted with me, as Ihe 
pretended. 

But now I can write no more, for you 
fee plainly my paper is ended. 

M 4 P. S. 
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P. S. I wijb when ym fraisdy 
Tour htteryotid, datedy 
Much plague it created^ 
Ifcolded and rated. 
My foul it ftmch graiedy 
For your man I kng waited^ 
I think you are fated, 
^ Uh a hear to he hatted i 
Your man is belated, 
7^e cafe I have fiated, 
Jjnd me yon have cheated. 
My fables unfated. 
Come back i us well freighted \ 
J remember my late-head. 
And wifhyou tranjlated. 

For teaming me^ 



2 P. 8. Mrs, Dingley 
Defires me fingly 
Herfervice to frefentyou, 
Hopes that will content you *^ 
But Johnfbn madam 
Is grown afad dafne. 
For want of your comjerfe. 
And cannot fend one verfe^ 



sP.s. 
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3 P. S. You heepfuch a twattling [Vida, 
With.you and your bottli?igy [Rule 34. 
But I fee thefum total^ 
We pall neer have one bottle ; 
Tie long and thejhorty 
Wejhall not han)e a quart* 
I wijhyou wotidjignty 
'That we may heeoe a pint. 
For. all your colloguing^ 
Td be glad of a knogging : 
But I doubt 'tis afianty 
Tou wont give us a dram, 
'Tts ofjhiney a mouth moon-full. 
You wont part with afpoonfully 
And I muft be nimbhy 
If I canfiUmy thimble. 
You fee Iwoiit flopy 
*Tilt I come to a drop ; 
But I doubt the oraculumy 
Js u poor fupernaculum'y 
Tho perhaps you tell it 
por agracey ifwefmellit, 

STEI.LA, 



LETTER 
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LETTER X. 
Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

Duh. Dec. 22. 1722. 

WHAT care we, whether you fwim 
or fink? Is this a time to talk' of 
boats, or a time to fail in them, when I 
am {hiiddering? or a time to build boat- 
houfes, or pay for carriage ? No ; but to- 
wards fummer, I promife hereby under 
my hand to fubfcribe a (guinea *) Shilling 
for one ; or, if you pleafe me, what is 
blotted out, or fomething thereabouts, 
and the ladies fhall fubfcribe three thir- 
.teens betwixt 'em, and Mrs. Brent a penny, 
and Robert and Archy half-pence a piece, 
and the old man and woman a farthing 
each: in fhort, I will be your collector, 
and we will fend it down full of wine, a 
fortnight before we go at JVhitfuntide, 
You will make eight thoufand blunders 
in your planting; and who can help it ? 
for I cannot be with youi My horfes eat 
hay, and I hold my vifitation on January 7. 

♦ The word^wMTM is ftruck through with a pen in the copy.- 

juft 
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juft in the midft oiChrifitnas. Mrs, Brent 
is angry, and fwears as mucn as a,fanatick 
can do, that fhe will fubfcribe fix-pence 
to your boat. Well, I fKall be a coun- 
try-man when you are not ; we are now 
at Mr. iW'j, with Dan and Sam ; and I 
fteal out whUe they are at cards, like a 
' lover writing to his miftrefs. — We have no 
news in our town. The ladies have left 
us to-day, and I promifed them that you 
would carry your club to Arfelldghy when 
you are weary of one another. You ex- 
prefs your happinefs with grief in one 
hand and forrow in the other. What fowl 
have you but the weep? what hares, but 
Mrs. Mackfedens gray hairs } What peafe 
but your own? Your mutton and your 
weather are both very bad, and fo is your 
weatherr-mutton. Wild fowl is what We 
like. — How will this letter get to you? — 
A fortnight good from this morning. You 
will find ^ika not the thing it was laft 
Augufi J nobody to relifii the lake j nobody 
to ride over tJie downs.; no trout to be 
caught ; no dining over a wellj no night 
heroicks, no morning epicks ; no ftolen 
hour when the wife is gone ; no creature 

to 
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to call you names. Pocm* miTerable mafter 
Sheridan I No blind harpers f no journeys 
to Rantavan I '^-— hvSivct all t^iis, and be 
my magnus AfoUo, We have new plays 
and new libels, and nothing valuable is old 
but Stella^ whofe bones fhe . re^mmends 
to you. Dan* defires to know whether 
you few the advertifement of your being 
robbed — and fo I conclude, 

Toursy etc, 
LETTER XI. 

i)r. SWIFT /<?/>. Sheridan. 

Chnferty Aug, 3. 1723. 

NO, I cannot poffibly be with you fo 
foon, there are too many rivers, bog», 
and mountains between ; bdides, when I 
leave this, I ihall make one or two fhort 
vifits in my way to DuhUny and hope to 
be in town by the end of this month; 
though it will be a bad time, in the hurry 
gf your loufy p 1. Your dream is 

♦ The reverend Mr. Dan, Jack/on. 

wrong, 
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wrong, for this bifliop* is not able to lift 
a cat upon my fhouldens ; but if you are 
for a curacy of twenty-five pounds a year, 
and ride five miles every Sunday to preach 
to fix beggars, have at you : and yet this 
is no ill country, and the bifhop has made 
in four months twelve miles of ditches 
from his houfe to the Shannon^ if you talk 
of improving. How are you this moment.?: 
Do you love or hate ^ilca the moft of 
all places ? Are you in or out of humour 
with the world, your friends, your wife, 
and your fchool ? Are the ladies in town 
or in the country ? If I knew, I would 
write to them, and how arc they in health? 
^mlca (let me fee) (you fee I can (if I 
pleafe) make parenthefes as wdl as others) 
is about a hundred miles itom. Clonfert ; 
and I am hatf weary with the four hun- 
dred I have rode. With love and fervice, 
and fo adieu. 

Toursy etc. 

* Do£{or TbeepbUus Bolton^ afterwards biibop of Elphiny 
and archbiihop oiCqflttL 
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LETTER XII If. 
Z)r. Swift /oJDr. SHERIDAN. 

Jan, 25, 1725. 

I Have a packet of letters, which I in- 
tended to fend by Molly^ who hath 
been ftopt three days by the bad weather; 
but now I will fend them by the poft to- 
morrow to Kells^ and inclofed to Mr. 
Tickell* there- is one to you, and one to 
yames Stopford, 

I can do no work this terrible weather ; 
which hath put us all feventy times out 
of patience. — I have been deaf nine days, 
and am now pretty well recovered again. 

Pray defire Mr. Stanton f and WorrqlX 
to continue giving themfelves fome trou- 
ble with Mr. Prat^; but let it fucceed or 
not, I hope I fliall be eafy. 

Mrs. Johnjon fwears it will rain till Mi- 
chaelmas, She is fo pleafed with her pick- 

I This feems to be written chancery, 

from ^ilca. j Reverend Mr. ytbn WoT' 

* Thomas Ttckell, efqj a very ral the dean's vicar, 

ingenious poet, fccretary to the § Deputy vice-treafurer of 

lords juftic^s of Ireland. Ireland. 

fur, Stanton a mafier in 

ax. 
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. ax, that fhe wears it faftened to her girdle 
on her left fide, in balance with her watch. 
The lake is ftrangely overflown, and we 
are delperate about turf, being forced to 
buy it three miles off: and Mrs. Johnfcn 
(God help her) gives you many a curfe, 
Yourmafon is come, but cannot yet work 
upon your garden. Neither can I agree 
with him about the great wall. For the 
reft, vide the letter you will have on Mon- 
day^ if Mr. Tickell ufes you well. 

The news of this country is, that the 
maid you fent down, John FareUys filler, 
is married; but the portion and fettlemient 
are yet a fecret. The cows here never give 
rcii\\ionMidfummer-eve*. 

You would wonder, what carking and 
caring there is among us for fmall beer 
and lean mutton, and ftarved lamb, and 
flopping gaps, and driving cattle from the 
corn. In that we are 2\\-to-ht- Dingleyed. 

The ladies room fmoaks ; the rain drops 
from the fkies into the kitchen;, our fer-^ 
vants eat and drink like the devil, and 
pray for rain, which entertains them at 
cards and fleep; which are much lighter 

* fieing the time maids go out to try pranks about their 
fweethcarts. than 
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dian fpades, fledges and crows. Their ma«' 
3dm is, 

Eat like a Turk) , 

S/eep like a dormmfe ; 
Be loft at work. 

At viBualsforemoJl. 

Which is all at prefent, hoping you and 
your good family are well, as we, etc. are 
all at this prefent writing, etc. 

Robin has juft carried out a load of bread 
and cold meat for breakfaft; this isiheir 
way; but now a cloud hangs over them, 
for fear it fhould hold up, and the clouds 
blow off. 

I write on till Molly comes in for the 
letter. O, what a draggle-tail will (he be 
before fhe gets to Dublin t I wifh Ihe may 
not happen to fall upon her back by the 
way. 

I a£irm againfl Arifiotky that cold and 
rain congregate homogenes, for they gar 
thcr together you and your crew, at whift, 
punch, and claret. Happy weather for 
Mrs. Mauy Betty , and Stopfirdf iand ai! 
true lovers of cards and la2dnefs. 

The 
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The blefliflgs of a couiitry lifct 

Far from our debtor s^ 
TV^o Dublin letters^ 
Not feen by our betters*. 

The plagues of a country, life. 

A companion mth newSy 

A great want of jhoes ; 

Rat lean meaty of" chufe ; 

A church without perm. 

Our hoifef ajiray, 

No JlraW, oats or hay^f , . 

December in May^ 

Our boys run away. 

All fervants at play^ 

M.o\[y fends for the letter: 

L£TTER XIII. 

i)^. Swift /5 Z)A SHE RID AN. 

^ilcay June 28, 1725, 

YO U run out of your time fo merrily, 
than you are forced to anticipate it 
like a young heir, that ipends his fortune 

N fafter 
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lafter than it comes in; for your letter 
is dated ta-morrow, 'June 29. and God 
knows when it was writ, or what Satur- 
day you mean; but I fuppofe it is the next, 
and therefore your own mare and Tk.Swifh 
horfe or roaie, or fome other hcwfe or mare, 
with your own mare aforelaid, fhall fet 
out on Wedmfday next, which will be 
June 30. and fo they will have two nights 
reft, if you begin your journey on Satur- 
day. You are an unlucky devil, to get a 
living* the furtheft in the kingdom from 
^uUca, If it be worth two hundred pound 
a year, my lord lieutenant hath but barely 
kept his word, for the other fifty muft 
go in a curate and vifitation charges, and 
poxes, proxies I mean. If you are under 
the bifhop oi Cork f, he" is a capricious 
gentleman; but you muft flatter him 
monftroufly upon his learning and his 
writings; that you have read his book 
ag^inft Tjoland a hundred times, and his 
fermons (if he has printed any) have been 
always your model, etQ, Be not difap- 
p0inted9 if your living 4oc& not anfwer the 

•In the county of Cpfi. f Df, P*ter Browne, 

^ ■ fum» 

\ 
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fiim. Get lettei-s of recommendation to 
the bifKop and piricipal clefgy, and to 
your neighbouring parfon or parfons par- 
ticularly. I often ^vifed you to get fome 
knowledge of tythes and church-livings. 
You muft learn the extent of your pariSi, 
the general quantity of arable land and 
pdture in your parifh, the common rate 
of tythes for an acre of die feveral forts of 
corn, and of fleeces and lambs, and to fee 
whether you have any glebe ; pray a6t Kke 
a man of this world. 1 doubt being fo far 
off, you muft not let your living, as I do, 
to the feveral farmers, but to one man i 
but by ^ means do not now let. it foi* 
more than one ycar> tfll you are forely 
apprized of the real W(Mth ; and even thed 
never let it for above three. Pray take my 
advice for once, and be very bufy while 
you are t;here. It is one good cireumftance,. 
that you got fuch a living in a convenient 
time, and juft when tythes are fit to be 
let; only wool and lamb are due in fpring, 
or perhaps belong to the late incumbent. 
You may learn all on the fpot, and your 
neighbouring parfons may be very ufeful, 
if they pleafe, but do not let them be your 

N 2 tenants : 
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tenants; advife with archdeacon Wally 
hut do not follow him in all things. Take 
c^re of the principal 'fquire or 'fquires, 
they will all tell you the worft of your 
living j {o will the proctors and tythe- 
jobbers; but you will pick out truth from 
among them. Pray fliew yourfelf a man 
of abilities* After all I am but a weak 
brother myfelf ; perhaps fbme clergy in 
Dublin^ who know that country, will fur- 
ther inform you. Mr. Town/end of Cork 
will do you any good offices on my ac-, 

coTunt, without any letter. Take the 

oaths heartily to the powers that be, and^ 
remember that party was not made for, 
depending puppies. 1 forgot; one prmci- 
pal thing, to take care of going regularly 
through all the forms of oaths and in- 
dudions ; for the leaft wrong flep will put 
you to the trouble of repafling your pa- 
tent, or voiding your living. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIV, 

Dr.swiFT/^ZV. Sheridan. 

^i/cay June 29, 1725I 

I, Writ to you yefterday, and laid as many 
things as I could then think on, and 
gave it a boy oi Kelh who brought me 
yours. It is ftrange, that I and Stella and 
. Mrs. Mackfadin fhould light on the fame 
thought, to advife you to make a great 
appearance of temperance while you are 
abroad. But Mrs. Johrifon and I go furr 
ther, and fay, you muft needs obferve all 
grave forms, for the want of which both 
you and I have luffered. On fuppolal that 
you are under the bifhop ofCork, I fend 
you a letter inclofed to him, which I de- 
iire you will leal. Mrs. 'Johnfon put me in 
mind to caution you not to drink or pledge 
any health in his company, for you know 
"his weak Ude in that matter*. I hope Mr. 
(tickell has not complimented you with 
what fees are due to him for your patent j 
I wifh you would fay to him (if he refufes 

• He wrote a pamphlet againft drinking to the njemoryaf 
thfidead. ' 

N 3 them) 
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them) that I told you, it was Mr, Addifons 
maxim to excuf? nobody; for here, fays 
hcj I may have forty friends, whofe fees 
may be two guineas a piece; then I lofe 
eighty guineas, and my friends fave but twq 
a piece, 

I muft tell you, l^an yackfon ruined his 
living by hudling over 5ie nrft year, and 
then hoping to mend it th? next : there-' 
fore pray take 41 the care you can to en- 
quire into the value, and fet it at the beft 
rate to liibftantial people. 

I know not whether you are under the 
biihop of Cork^ or no; if not, you may 
bum the letter, 

I muft defire that you will not think of 
enlarging your expences, no not for foihe 
years to come, much Jefs at prefent j but 
father retrench them. You might have 
lain deftitute till Antkhrtjl came, for any 
thing you could have gpt from thoifc you 
ufed to tr^t J neither 1^ me hear of one 
rag of bettpr cloaths for your wife or bratS| 
but rather plainer than ever. This is po^ 
(itiv^ly Snllds advife as w^ll as mine. She 
fays, now you need pot be afhapied to b^ 
thought poor. 
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We compute, you cannot be lefs Aan 
30 days abfent; and pray do not employ 
your time in lolling a bed till noon to resd 
Homer y but mind your bufinefs effe^uallyT 
and we think you ought to have no break- 
ing up thisAugufi'f but affeiS: to adhere 
to your fchool clofer than tver ; becauite 
you will find that your ill-wi(hers will 
give out, you are now going to quit your 
fchool, fince you have got preferment, eic. 

Pray fend me a large bundle of exer- 
cifes, good as well as bad, for I wantfbme- 
thing to read. 

I would have you carty down thriee or 
four fermons, and preach every Simd^ at 
your own church, and be very devout. 

I fent you in my laft a bill of twenty 
pound on Mr. JVorral, I hope you have 
received it. 

Pray remember to leave the pamphlet 
with Worraly and give him direAions, un- 
Icfs you have fettled it already Ibme other 
way. You know, it muft tome out. juft 
when the parliament meets. 

Keep thefe letters, where I advife you 
about your hving, till yoil have taken ad- 
vice. • 

N 4 Keep 
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Keep very regular hours for the lake of 
your he^th and credit ; and wherever you 
lie a night within twenty miles of your 
livings, be fure call the family that eveur- 
jng to prayers. 

I defire you will wet no commifllon 
with your old crew, nor with any but 
thpfe whP befriend you, as Mr. Tkke/Iy etc, 

LETTER XV. 

A*. SWJFT^? /(?r^C ARTE RET. 

July. 3, 1725' 
MY LORD, 

I AM obliged to return your excellency 
•■■ my moft humble thanks for your far- 
vour to Mr. Sheridan^ becaufe when I re- 
commended him to you, I received a very 
gracious anfwer ; and yet I am fenfible, 
that your chief motive to make fome pro- 
vifion for him was, what became a great 
and good perfon, your diftinguiftiing him 
gs a man of learning, ?ind one who de- 
served encouragement on account of his 
great diligence and fuccefs in a moft la-, 
bofipus and difficult employment *, 

f Pi. fcboolmafter. 

. Sin?? 
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Since your excdlency hath had an op- 
portunity, fo early in your government, 
of gratifying your englijh dependents by a 
biflioprick, and the beft deanery in the 
kingdom *, I cannot but hope, that the 
clergy of Ireland will have their ihare in 
your patronage. There is hardly a ^ntle- 
man. in the nation, who hath not a ncdr 
alliance with fome of that body ; and moil 
of them who have fons, ufually breed <Mie 
of them to the church \ although th^ 
have been of late years much difcouraged,, 
and djfcont^nted by feeing ftrangers tq 
the country almofl: perpetually taken into 
the greateft ecclefiamcal preferments, and 
too often, under govcjuors very different 
from your excellency, the choice of per- 
fons was not to be accounted fof either tq 
prudence or juflice. 

The misfortune of having bifhops per- 
petually from England^ as it muft needs 
quendi the fpirit of emulation among u? 
to excel in learning and the ftudy of di- 
vinity, fo it produceth another great dif-r 
^liragenient, that thofe prelates ufually 

dra\y • 
I 
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draw after them cblonies of fons, nephews, 
coufins, or old college-companions, to 
whom they beftow the bcft preferments 
in their gift ; and thus die young men 
fent into the church firom the univerfity 
here have no better profped than to be 
curates, or fmall country vicars, for life. 

It will become fo excellent a govemot- 
as you, a Uttle to moderate this great par- 
tiality ; wherein, as you will a6t with, juf- 
tice and reafon, fo you will gain the thanks 
«nd prayers of the whole nation, and take 
away one great caufe of univerfal difcon- 
tent. For I believe your excellency will 
agree, that there is not another kingdom 
in Europe, where the natives (even thofe 
difcended from the conquerors) have been 
treated, as if they Were almoft unqualified 
for any employment cither in church or 
ftate. 

Your excellency, when I had the hon- 
our to attend you, was pleafed to let me 
name fome clergymen, who are generally 
underftood by their brethren to be the 
Inoft diftinguiflied for their learning and 
piety. I remember the^perfons were, Dr. 
Dekny, Dr. Ward hi the Northy Mr, 

EckUn^ 

y Google 
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Bci/my Afr. Syn^e of Du^h'n^ and Mr.' 
Corhet ; they were named by me without 
any regard to fiiendfliip, having little 
CJommerc^ with inoft of tiiem, but only to 
the univerfel chara^r they bear : this was 
the method I always took with my karA 
Oxford at his own command, who was 
pleafed to believe I would not be iwayed 
by any private affedions, Mid confelfed £ 
nev^" deceived him, fw I always dealt 
openly when I offered any thing in behalf 
of a friend, which was but fddom : be-^ 
caufe in that <afe I generally made ufe of 
the common method at court, to folicit 
by another. 

I fliall fey nothing of the young men 
among the clergy, of whom rfie three 
hopefulleft are faid to be Mr. Stopford, Mr. 
King, and Mr. Dobbs, all fellows of die 
college*, of whoto I am only acquainted 
with the firft. But thefe are not likely to 
be great e:Kpe6x)rs under your excellency's 
gdminiftratipn, according to th^ ufual pe- 
riod of governors here,' 

If I have dealt honeftly in reprefenting 
fvjch perlbns among the clergy, as are ge? 

• The univcrfity of Dublin. 

perally 
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ncrally allowed to have the moft merit, I 
think I have dbne you a fervice, and I am 
fure I have made you a great compliment 
by diftinguifliing you from moft great men 
I have known thefe thirty years paft, whom 
I have always obferved to ad as if they 
never received a true charader, nor had 
any value for the beft, and confequently 
difpenfed their favours without the leaft 
regard to abilities or virtue. And this de- 
fed I have often found among thofe, from 
whom I leaft expeded it. 

That your excellency may long live a 
bleffing and ornament to your country 
by purfuing, as you have hitherto done, 
^e fteps of honour and virtue, is the moft 
eameft wifli and prayer of, 

MY LORD, 

Tour excellency's mojl obedient 
andmojl humble fervanty 
JONATH. SWIFf. 



LETTER 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



FR6M doctor swift. 189 

LETTER XVI. 
Z)r. S W I F T /o Z)r. SHERID A N. 

^i/ca, Sept. 11,1725. 

IF you are indeed a difcarded courtier, 
you have reafon to complain, but none 
at all to wonder; you are too young for 
many experiences to fall in your way, yet 
you have read ^ough to. make you know 
the nature of marif It is fafer for a man's 
intereft to blaipheme God, than to be of a 
party out of power, or even to. be thought 
fo. And fince the laft was the cafe, how 
could you imagine that all mouths would, 
not be open when you were received, and 
in fbme manner |M"eferred by the govern- 
ment, though in a poor way ? I tell you, 
there is hardly a whig in Ireland^ who 
would allow a potato and butter-milk to 
a reputed tory. Neither is there any thing 
in your countrymen upon this article, 
more than what is common in a]l other 
nations, only quoad magis et minus. Tod 
much advertency is not your talent, 'or 
elfe you had fled from that text, as from a 

rock. 
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rock*. For as Don ^mxot faid to SdncBoy 
^hat bufinefs had you to fpeak of a halter 
in a family, where one of it .was hanged ? 
And your innocence is a prote(^on, that 
wife men are aOiamed to rely on, further 
dian with, God. It is indeed againfl: com- 
* mon fenfe to think, that you fhould chufe 
fuch a time, when you had received a fa- 
vour frt>m the lord lieutenant, atid had 
reafon to exp«9b more, to difcover your 
difloyalty in the pulp|t. But what will 
that avail? Therefore fit down and be 
quiet, and mind your bufinefs as you 
mould do, and contrad your friendfKips, 
and exped no more from man than fuch 
an animal is capable of, and you will every 
day find my defcription of Tahoes more 
refembling. You fhould think and deal 
with every man as a villain, without call- 
ing him fb, or flying from him, or valuing 
him. lefs. This is an old true lef&n. You 
believe, every one will acquit you of any 
regard to temporal interefl ; and how came 
you to claim an exception from all man- 

• Sufficient ti-thedty is the See a vindkatlon of hi* ex- 

tvU thereof: on which Dr. cellency Jthn lord CaiUret. 

S/im<&» preaohed i^( hU pari& Vol. x; • - 
church oi> th« firft of Augufl. 

kind? 
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kind? I believe you valvie your temporal 
iftfereft as much as any body, but you have 
not the arts of purfuing it You are mis- 
taken. Domeftick evils are no more within 
a man than others ; and he who cannot 
bear up againfl the firft, will fink under 
the fecond, and in my confcience I be- 
lieve this is your cafe ; for being of a weak 
conftitution, in an employment precarioua 
and tirefome, loaden with children, ctim 
uxore mque lent neque commoda^ a man of 
intent and abftraded thinking, enflaved 
by mathematicks and complaint of the 
world, this new weight of party malice 
hath ftruck you down, like a feather on a 
horfe's back already loaden as far as he i$ 
^ble to bear. You ought to change the 
apofties exprefllon, and lay, I will ftrive to 
I^arn in whatever ftate, etc. 

. I will bear nose of your vifions j you 
flaall live. at ^ilca but three fortnights 
and a mdnth in the year ; perhaps not fo 
much. You {hall mJike: np. entertainment* 
but what are neceflary to yoqf intcrefts j, 
for your true friends would rather fee yoi* 
over a piece of mutton and a bottle opce a 
'quarter j you fhall be merry at the expence 

of 
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of others ; you fhall take care of yotil* 
health, and go early to bed, and not read 
late at night ; and laugh with all men, 
without trufting any ; and then a fig for* 
the contrivers of your ruin, who now have 
no further thoughts than to flop your pro- 
grefs, which perhaps they may not com- 
pafs, unlefs I am deceived more than is 
ufual. All this you will d.o,Jtmihi credis^ 
and not dream of printing your iermon, 
which is a projed abounding with objec- 
tions unanfwerable, and with which I could 
fill this letter. You fay nothing of haying 
preached before the lord lieutenant, nor 
whether he is altered towards you ; for you 
(peak nothing but generals. You think all 
the world has now nothing to do but to 
pull Mr. Sheridan down, whereas it is no-, 
thing but a flap in your turn, and away* 
Lord Oxford idid. once to me on an occa- 
fion : Thefe fools, becaufe they hear a noife 
about their ears of their own making, think 
the whole world is fiill of it. — When I 
come to town, we will change all this fcene, 
and ad: like men of the world. Grow rich, 
and you will have no enemies. Go fbme- 
times to the caftle, keep faft Mr. TtckeB 

and 
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faidBa/aguer ; frequent thofe on the right 
fide, friends to the prefent powers ; drop 
thofe, who are loud on the wrong party;, 
.beeawfe theyknow they can fuffer nothing 
by it. 

BETTER XVII. 
Dr. S W I F T /<? Dr. S HER ID A N. 

^i/cay .Sept. 19, 1725. 

WErhaveprevailed with N^ealm ipight 
x£ his harveft to carry up mi6, 
with your.direOiions ; and it is high time, 
for fhe was run almoft wild, though wc 
have fomething civili?!sd hfer; frnce iHc 
came amcmg us. You ate too ihort.io 
circumftances. I ,did not. bear you Vas 
forbid. preaching. Have you feen my lord? 
Who forbad you to preach? Are yojuno 
longer chaplain? T^q you never go to the 
caftle? Are you certain 'of the accufer, 
that it \%iti^f Do you 'think my lord 
aSs thus, becaufehe;fearsit> would brotd 
ill humour,, if he ihould openly favour one 
who is looked on as of a diifotnt party? 
I think, that is too mean. for him. I do 

O not 
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not much difapprove your letter, but I 
think it a wrong method; pray read over 
the inclofed twice, and if you do not dif- 
.like it, let it be fent (not by a ferv^t of 
yours, nor from you) to Mr. Ttckell. There 
the cafe is ftated as well as I could do it 
in generals, for want of knowing particu- 
lars. When I come to town, I fhall fee the 
lord lieutenant, and be as free with him 
as poffible. In the mean time I believe it 
may keep cold ; however advife with Mr. 
Tickell, and Mr. Balaguer. I ihottld fancy 
that the bifhop of Limerick* could cafily 
fetisfy his excellency, and that my lord 
Heutenant beHeves no more of your guilt 
than I, and therefore it can be nothing 
but to fatisfy the noife of party at this 
junfture, diat he a6ts as he does ; and if 
fo (as I, am confident it is) the effect will 
ceafe with the caufe. But without doubt, 
7igh and others have dinned the words tory 
and Jacobite into his excellency's ears, and 
therefore your text, etc. was only made 
ufe of as an opportimity. 

Upon the whole matter you are no lofer, 
but at le^ have got fomethiitg. Therefore 

» Dr. fFilUam Burftm. 

be 
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be not like him who hafaged himfelf, be- 
caufe going into a gaming-houfe and win- 
ning ten thoufand pounds, he loft five 
thotiland of it, and came ^way with otlly 
half his winnings. When my lord is in 
Londotty we may clear a way to him to do 
you another job, and you are youngenough 
to wait. 

We fet out to Dublin on Monday the 
5 th of OBober, and hope to fup at the 
deanry the next night, where you will 
come to us if you are not already engaged. 

I am grown a bad bailiff towards the 
ehd of. my fervice. Your hay is well brought 
in, and better ftacked than yflial. All here 
are well. 

I know not what you mean by my ha- 
ving fome fpoit foon; I hope it is no Iport 
that will vex me. 

Pray do not forget to feal the inclofcd 
before you fend it. . 

I fend you back your letter to the lord 
lieutenant. 



Qz LETTER, 
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LETTER XVIIL 
Dr. SWIFT to bn SHERIDAN, 

^mlcay Sept, 25, 1725. 

YOUR confufion hindered you from, 
giving any rational account of your 
diftrefs, tUlthis laft letter, and therein you 
are imperfeft enough. However, with 
much ado we have now a tolerable un- 
derftanding how things ftand. We had a 
paper fent inclofed, fubfcribed by Mr. Ford-^ 
as we fuppofe ; it b in print, and we all 
approve it, and this I fuppofe is the fport I 
was to expe(9:. I do think it is agreed, that 
all animals fight with the weapons natu- 
i-al to them, (which is a new and wife re- 
mark out of my own head) aiid the devil 
take that animal, who will not offend his 
"enemy, when he i^ provoked, with his pro- 
per weapon; and though your old dull 
Tlotfe little values the blows I give him 
with the butt end of my ftick, yet I ftrike 
on and make him wince in fpight of his 
dulnefs; and he fhall not fail of them 
while I am here ; and I hope you will da 
fo too to"thebeaft,^^whohas kicked againft 

you. 
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you, and try how for his infeniibility lyill 
protect him, and you fhall have help, anijl 
h^ will be vexed, for fo I found your horfe 
this day, though he vv^ould not move the 
fafter. I will kill that flea or loufe, which 
bites me, though I get no honour by it. 

Laudari ab iis^ quos omnes latidanty is a 
maxim ; and the contrary is equally true. 
Thank you for the offer of your mare ; and 
how a pox could we come without her ? 
They pulled off her's and your horfe's 
ihoes i<x fear of being i!ode, and then they 
rode them without ftioes, and fo I was 
forced to fhoe them ^ain. All the fellows 
here would htTigEs^ tf they were but privy 
counlellors. You will never be at eafe for 
your friend's horfes or your own, till you 
have walled in a park of twenty acres, 
which I would have done next ipring. 

You fay not a word of the letter I fent 
you for Mr. Tickeli^ whether you fent it 
him pr no ; and yet it was very material 
that \ fliQuld know it. The two devils of 
inadvertency and forgetfulnefs have got 
faft hold on you. I think you need not 
quit his and Balaguers company for' the 
reafon I mentioned in that letter, becaufe 

O 3 they 
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they are above fufpicions, as whiggijfim^nd 
unfufpeBiJftmi. When the lord lieutenant: 
goes for England, I have a method to fet 
you right with him, I hope, as I will tell 
you when I come to town, if I do not 
Sheridan it, I mean forget it. 

I did a Sheridanifm; I told you I had 
loft your letter inclofed, which you in- 
tended to lord Carteret, and yet \ have it 
fafe here, 

LETTER XIX. 

An anfuoer ta lord PaLMERSTON'S 
eml polite letter, [So indorfed.] 

Jan, 31, 1725-6. 

MY LORD, 

Defire you will give yourfelf the laft 
trouble I fhall ever put you to. I do 
entirely acquit you of any injury or in- 
juftice done to Mr. Curtis* ; and if you 
had read that paflage in my letter a fecond 
time, ypu could not poffibly have fo ill 

* A reftdent mafter in Tn- canons of St. PetricH's cath©- 
nity college, whom the dean Aia\. 
ra»dc one oi the four minof- 

\jnder« 
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•underftood me. The injury and injuftioe 
the young man received were from thofe, 
who, claiming a- title to his chambers, 
took away his key; and reviled, and 
threatened to beat him ; with a great deal 
of the like monftrous condud: wheic- 
upon at his requeft I laid the cafe be- 
fore you*, as it appeared to me. And it 
would have been very ftrange, if on acr 
count of a trijfle, and of a perfon for whom 
I have no conco'n further than as he was 
once employed by me, on thie charader 
he bears of piety and learning, I fhould 
charge yoik with injury- and injuJftice to 
him, when. I know from himfelf and Mr. 
Readings that you were not anfwerable for 
either. 

As you ftafc.the cafe of tenant at will, 
I fully agree, that no law can compel you ; 
but law was not at all in |ny thoughts. 

Now, my lord, if what I writ of injury 
and injuftice were wholly applied in plain 
terms to one or two of the college here, 

♦ Lofd vifcount P^/w^<7w, fuch ftudents, /is he and his 

(nephew to fir /i^V//^;w7>w//f) heirs (ball think proper, on 

hath a right to beftow two account of the benefaftions of 

iiandfome chambers in the this family towards the col- 

'Swiiverfily of Dullin upon lege buildings. 

O 4 whole 
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trhofc names were belotv my remembrance ; 
you will confider how I could deferve an 
.anfwer in every line fiill of foul infinua- 
tions, open reproaches, jefting flirts, and 
-contumelious terms ; and what title you 
daim to give me fuch treatment. I own 
my obligation to fir William Temple* i^ 
icecommending me to the late king, al- 
thou^ without fuccefs ; and for his choice 
of me to • take care of his tpdfthumous 
writings. But I -hope, you will not charge 
my being in his family as an obligation ; 
for I was educated4;o litde purpofe, if I 
had chofen his houfe on any otiier motives, 
than the benefit of his c(mverfation and 
advice, and the opportunity of purfiiing 
my ftudies. For being borri to no fortune, 
I was at his death as much to feek it as 
ever : and perhaps you will allow, that I 
was of forne uf^ to him. This I vidll ven- 

♦ After Mr. Sw/// left the purfucd his ftudies through all 

tmiverfity of Dubfin^ fir Tt^il- the gresk and roman hiftorians. 

Ham Temple (\^hofe father, fir Here4t was he was introduced 

yohn Temple, mafter of the by his friend to king ^/7//fl/n; 

rolls in Ireland, had been a* when his majefty ufcd to pay 

friend to the family) invited frequent vifits to that great 

our young author to ff>en4 minifter, after he had retired 

fomc tinie with him at Moor, from publick bufinefs to his 

^rk in England, for the fake feat at Mier-fark. 
of his converfation } where he • • » • 
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ture to £iy, that itt tiie time whsxi I had 
fome little credit, I did fifty times more 
for fifty people, fi-om whom I never re^ 
ceived the leaft fervice or afliftance > yet 
I fhould not be plcafed to heat a relation 
of mine reproaching them with ingratx> 
tude, although many of them well de- 
ferve it. FcM* thanks to party, I have met 
in both kingdoms with ingratitude enoi^h. 

If I havt£ been ill informed, you hare not 
been much better, that I declared m great 
r^ard to your family \ for fo yon cxprefe 
yourfelf : I never had occafion or oppor- 
tuiiity to make ufe of any fuch word! 
The laft time I law you in Jjoadm^ was 
the 1^ intercourfe, that I Temcmbo- to 
have had with your family. Dot having 
always ffufted to my own innocaence, I 
was neVei- inquifiti^ to knowtnyaccufers. 
When I mentictfiedtty lofs ofmtereft with 
you, I did it With boncefn : and I had no 
refentfflmt ;• becaJufe I fuppofed it to arife 
only from different Sentiments in publidL^ 
matte??*: . • ' 

My ford, if my letter weie psSUy it was 
agakift my intention, and i intreat your 
pardon for it, If T have mi^ t will keep 

it 
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it to fliew when I am angry ; which at 
prefent I am not : becaufe, although no- 
thing can excufe thofe intemperate words 
your pen hath let fall, yet I fhall give 
allowance to a hafty perfon hurried on by 
a miftake beyond all rules of decency. 
If a firft minifter of ftate had ufed me as 
you have done, he fhould have heard from 
me in another ftyle; becaufe in that cafe 
retaliating would be thought a mark of 
courage. But as your lordfhip is not in a 
fituation to do me good> nor, I am fure, 
-of a difpofition to do me mifchief ; fo I 
fhould lofe the merit of being holds be- 
caufe I incurred no danger. 

In this point alone we arc exa£lly equal ; 
but in wit and politenefs I am as ready to 
yield to you, as in titles and eftate. 
. I have found out onefecret; that al- 
though you call me ?i great wit, you do 
not Slink me fo ; otherwife you would 
have: been- ^cautious to have writ mefuch 
a Ifitter.i 

You conclude with faying, you are 
ready .tjbi.aik pardon, where you have. of- 
fended. iOf this I acquit you, becaufe I 
have riot? taken the offence j but whetlier 

you 
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you will acquit yourfelf, muft be left to 
your confcience and honour. 

I have formerly upon occafions been 
your humble fervant in Ireland^ and 
fhould not refufe to be fo ftill, but you 
have fo ufefiil and excellent a friend in 
Mt. Readings that you need no other; and, 
I hope, my good opinion of him will not 
leflen yours. I am, 

MY LORD, 

. 1'our pojl humble fervant^ 

JON. SWIFT. 

LETTER XX. 
X)r. SWIFT /e>i>. SHERIDAN. 

London, July 8, 1726. 

GOOD DOCTOR, 

I Have had two months of great uneafi- 
nefs at the ill account of AS-s. John/on s 
health, ami as it is ulual, feared the wprft 
that was poffible, and doubted all the good 
accounts that were lent me. I pray God 
her danger may warn her to be lefs wilful, 

and 
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and more ready to fall into thofe meafures> 
that her friends >and phyficians advife her 
to. I had a letter two days ago from arch- 
deacon Waliy dated fix days before yoursj 
whewinhe gives me a better account than 
you do, and therefore I apprehend fhe 
hathnot mended fincej and yet he fays 
h&can homfily ullmejhe is now much better. 
Pray thank the archdeacon, and tell him 
you are to have a fhare in this letter ; and 
therefore I will &ve him the trouble of 
another. Tell him alfo, that I never afked 
for my ido/. which he hfears I have got, 
though I mentioned it to the princefs the 
laft time I faw her, but I bid her tell 
Walph* I feorned to aik him for it ; but 
Wot out this paflage, and mention it to 
no caie except the ladies; becaufe I kiiow 
Mrs. Johnfon would be pleafed with it, and 
1 will not write to them till I hear from 
them; therefore this letter is theirs as well 
as youns. The archdeacon further fiiyf, 
that Mrs. )yi»/o« has nottafted claret far 
feveral months, but once at his houfci. 
\thk I diflike. I cannot tell who is thf 
. \ ■ 

* ^n ^'bert fFatpok^ afterwards carl of O^rrf. 

fourth 
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fourth of your friends, unlds it be yout- 
felf : I am forry for your neW (laborious 
ftudies, but the beft of it is, th^ will «oi^ 
be your own another day. I thank you for 
your newftyle, and moft ufeful quotations. 
I am only concerned, that although you 
get the grace of the houfe^ you will never 
get the grace of the town, but die plain 
Sheridan, or Tom at moft, becaufe it is a 
fyllable Iborter than doctor. However I 
will give it you at length in the fuper^ 
fcription, and people will fo wohder hotv 
the news could- come and return fo quick 
to and from England, efpecially if the 
wind be fair when the packet ^Des over; 
and let me warn you to be very careful iti 
fending for your letters two days after the 
commen(%ment. You loft one poft by my 
being out of town ; for I came hither to- 
day, and (hall flay three or four upon fomb 
buftnefs, and then go back to Nfr. Popes^ 
^nd there continue till Augufly and then 
come to town till I begin my journey to 
Ireland, which I propofe the middle of 
Augufi. My old fervant Archy is here 
ruined and ftarving, and has purfued me 
and wrote me a letter^ but I hslvc refufed 
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to fee him. Our friend at the caftle writ 
to me two months ago to have a fight 
of thofe papers, etc, of which I brought 
away a copy. I have answered him, that 
whatever papers I have, are conveyed from 
one place to another through nine or ten 
hands, and that I have the key. If he 
ihould mention any thing of papers in ge- 
neral either to you or the ladies, and that 
you can bring it in, I would have you and 
them to confirm the fame ffory, and laugh 
at my humour in it, etc. My fervice to 
Dr. Delanyy pr. Heljbam^ the Grattons 
and yackfons. There is not fo defpifed' a 
creature here as your friend with the foft 
verfes on children. I heartily pity him.— ^ 
This is the firfl time I was ever weary of 
England, and longed to be in Ireland', but 
it is becaufe go I muflj for I do not love 
Ireland better, nor England, as England, 
worfe ; in ftiort, you all live in a wretched, 
dirty dog-hole and prifbn, but it is a place 
good enough to die in. I can tell you one 
thing, that I have had the faireft offer 
made me of a fetdement here that one 
can imagine, which if I were ten years 
younger I would gladly accept, witlun 

twelve 
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twelve miles of Lo?tdm, and in the midft 
of my friends. But I am too old for new 
fchemes, and efpeciaUy fiich as would 
bridle me in my freedoms and liberalities, 
^t fo it is, that I muft be forced to get 
home partly by Health and partly by force. 
I have indeed one temptation for this 
winter j much ftronger, which is of a fine 
houfe and garden, and park, and wine- 
cellar in France, to pafs away winter in*, 
and if Mrs. John/on were not fo out of 
order I would certainly accept of it ; and 
I wifli flie could go to Montpellier at the 
fame time. You fee I am grown vifion- 
ary, and therefore 'tis time to have done. 
Adieu. 



• Lord Bottnghroie invited Franct^ on the banks of the 
the dean to fpend a winter '£m>/. 
with him at his houfe in 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXL 

Z)r.SWIFT/oZV. SHERIDAK* 

* July 27, 1726. 
Have yours juft now of the igth, and 



I 



the account you give me, is nothing but 
what I haveibme time expeded with the 
utmoft agonies; and diere is one aggra- 
Tation of conftraint, that where I am, I 
am forced to put on an eafy countenance. 
*It was at this time the beft office your 
friendfliip could do, not to deceive me. 
I was violendy bent all laft year, as I -be- 
lieve you remember, that fhc fliould go. to 
Montpellier, or Bathy Qt Turtbridge., I tii'- 
treated, if there was no amendment, they 
might both come to London, But there 
was a fatality, although I indeed think 
her ftamina could not laft much longer, 
when Ifaw fhe could take no nourifhment. 
I look upon this to be the greateft event, 
that can ever happen to me ; but all my 
preparations will not fuffice to make me 
bear it like a philofopHer, nor altogether 
like a dhriftian. There hath been the moft 

* This yns written from Mr. Ptfis at Twickenham. 

intimate 
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intimate friendfliip between us from her 
childhood, and the greateft merit oh her 
fide, that ever was in one human creature 
towards another. — Nay if I were now 
near her, I would not fee her; I could not 
behave myfelf tolerably, and fhpuld redou-. 
ble her forrow. - — Judge in what a temper 

of mind I write this The very time I 

am writing, 1 conclude the faireft foul in 
the world hath left its body. — Conflifion! 
that I am this moment called down to a 
vifitor, when I am in the country, and not 

in my power to deny myfelf. 1 have 

paffed a very conftrained hour, and now 
return to lay I know not what : I have 
been I6ng weary of the world, and fhall 
for my fmall remainder of years be weary 
of life^ having for ever loft that converfa- 
tion,whi9h could only make it tolerable. — 
I fear while you are reading this, you will be 
flaedding tears at her funeral; fhe loved you 
well, and a great ftiare of the little merit I 
have with you, is owing to her felicitations. 
I writ to you about a week ago *. 

* Soon after the date of this health, he returned again to 

letter the deain went back to England the beginning of the 

Ireland^ but Mrs. Johnfon re- year ij^j. 
covering a moderate fiate of 

P LETTER 
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LETTER XXIL 
Dr. S^ IF r to Dr. SHEKID AN, 

Ijmdon^ May 13, 1727* 

THIS goes by a private hand, for my 
writing is too much known, and liiy 
letters often ftopt and opened. I had yours 
6f die 4th inftant, and it is the only one I 
have received crut of Ireland^ fince I left 
you. I hardly thought our friend would 
be in danger by a cold; I am of opinicHi 
flie fliould be generally in the country, and 

only now and dien vifit the town. i 

We are here in a ftrange fituation ; a finrt 
fettled refolution to aflault the prefent 
adminiftration, and break it if poflible. It 
is certain that Walpole is peevifh and dif- 
concerted, ftoops to the vileft offices of 
hireling fcoundrds to write BiBngsgate of 
the loweft and moft proftitute kir^, and 
lias none but beafts and blockheads for hii 
penmen, whom he pays in ready guineas 
very liberally. I am in high dilpleafure 
with him and hi^ partifans ; a great man, 
who was very kind to me laft year, doth 
not take the leaft notice of me at the 

prince's 
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prince's court, and there hath not been 
one of them to fee me* I am advifed by 
all my friends, not to go to France (as I 
intended for two -months) for fear of their 
vengeance in a manner which they cannot 

execute here. 1 reckon there will be a 

warm winter, wherein my comfort is, I 
fhall have no concern. I defire you will 
read this letter to none but our two friends, . 
and Mr. P — ^ — ; his coufin with the red 
ribbon enquired very kindly after him.-^— 
I hear no news about your bifliops, farther 
than that the lord lieutenant ftickles to 
have them of Jrelandy which ff^aipok al- 
ways is avcrfe from, but does not think it 
worth his trouble to exert his credit on 
fuch trifles. The difpute about a war of 
no war ftill continues, and the major part 
inclines to the latter, although ten thou- 
fend men arc ordered for Holland. But thi§ 
will bring fuch an addition to our debts, 
that it will give great advantages againft 
thofe in power, in the nextfeffions. Walpoh 
laughs at all this, but not fo heartily as he 
ufed. I have at laft feen the princefs ♦ 

^ Caroline princefs of iValeiy irflerwards queen, confort of 
George II, 

p 2 twice 
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twice this week by her own commands j 
flie retains her old civility, and I my old 
freedom; fhe charges me without cere- 
mony to be author of a bad book *, though 
I told her how; angry the miniftry were ; 
but fhe affures me, that both {he and the 

p were very well pleafed with every 

particular; but I difowned the whole af- 
fair, as you know I very well might, only 
gave her leave, fince fhe liked the book, to 
fuppofe what author fhe pleafed. 
You will wonder to find me fay fo much 
of politicks, but I keep very bad company, 
who are full of nothing elfe. Pray be very 
careful of your charge, or I fhall order 
my lodgers the bulk of their glafles, and 

the number of their bottles. 1 flole 

this time to write to you, having very Htde 
to fpare. I go as fbon as poffible to the 
country, and fhall rarely fee this town. 

My fervice to all friends. 

I defire you will fend me fix fetts of 
the edition of the Drapiers, by the firfl 
convenience of any friend or acquaintance 
that comes hither. 

* Gullivtr'i Travellers. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXIII. 
Dr. S WIF T /(? />. S H E RI D A N. 

London^ June 24, 1727. 

T Have received your laft, with the in- 
"■" clofed print. I defire you will let Dr. 
Delany know, that I tranfcribed the fiib- 
ftance of his letter, and the tranflation of 
what was regiftered, and added a whole 
ftate of the cafe, and gave it Mrs. Howard 
to give to the prince from me, and to de- 
iire, that as chancellor, he would do what 
he thought moft fit*. I forgot to aflc Mrs. 
Howard^ what was done in it, the ne3ct 
time I faw her, and the day I came to 
town came the news of the king^s death, 
of which I fent particulars the very fanie 
day to our friend ; fince then we have 
been all in a hurry, with millions of 
fchemes. I deferred kifling the king's and 
queen's hands till the third day, when my 
friends at court chid me for deferring it fo 
long. I have been and am fb extremely 

♦ His royal highnefs George f Afterwards countefs of 
prince of IValts, chancellor Suffolk. 
of the umverfity of Dublin. 

P 3 bufy, 
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bufy, that though I begin this letter, I 
cannot finifh it till next poft: for now it 
is the laft moment it can go, and I have 
much more to fay. I was juft ready to go 
to Franccy when the news of the king's* 
death arrived, and I came to town in or- 
der to begin my journey. But I was de- 
fired to delay it, and I then determined it 
a fecond time : when upon fome new in- 
cidents I was with great vehemence dif- 
fuaded from it by certain perfons,. whom I 
could not difobey. Thus things ftand with 
me. My ftomach is pretty good, but for 
fome days my head has not been right, yet 
it is what I have been formerly ufed to. 
Here is a ftrange world, and our friend 
would reproach me for my fhare in it; 
but it fhall be fhort, for I defign foon to 
return into the country. I am thinking of 
a chancellor for the univerfity, and have 
pitched upon one; but whether he wiU 
like it, or my word be of any ufe, I know 
not. The talk is now for a moderating 
fcheme, wherein no body fhall be ufed the 
worfe or better for beihg called whig or 

tory. 
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tory, and the king hath received both with 
great equality, fliewing civilities to feveral 
who are openly known to be tKe latter, 
I prevailed with a dozen, that we ihould 
go in a line to kils the king's and queen's 
hands. We have now d(Mie with repining, 
if we ihall be ufed well, and not baited as 
formerly ; we all agree in it, and if things 
do not mend it is not our faults : we have 
made our offers : if otherwife, we are as 
we were. It is agreed the miniftry willt)e 
changed, but the others will have a ^ft 
fall; although the king mud be exceifivc 
generous, if he forgives the treatmenjt of 
fome people. I writ long ago my thoughts 
to my viceroy, and he may proceed as he 
{hall be advifed. But if the archbifhop * 
goes on to proceed to fub poena contemptus 
etc. I would have an appeal at proper time, 
which I fuppofe muft be to delegates, or 
the crown, I know not which. However 
I will fpend a hundred or two pounds, 
rather than be enllaved, or betray a right 
which I dp not value three-pence, but my 
fucceflbrs may. My fervice to all friends; 

♦ Dr. mUiam King, 

P 4. and 
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and io thinking I have faid enough, I bid 
you farewel heartily, and long to eat of 
your fruit, for I dare eat none here. It 
hath coft me five {hillings in viduals fince 
I came here, and ten pounds to fervants 
wkere I have dined. 1 fuppofe my agent * 
in Sheep-fireet takes care and enquires 
about my new agent* 

LETTER XXIV. 
Dr. SWIFT ^oZ)r. SHERIDAN. 

Twickenham^ yuly i, 1727. 

I Had yours oijune 22. You complain 
of not hearing from me ; I never was 
fo conftant a writer. I have writ fix times 
to our friends, and as many to you. Mr. 
Pope is reading youx Perjius', he is fre- 
quently fick, and ib at this time; he has 
read it, but you muft wait till next letter 
for his judgment. He would know whe- 
ther it is defigned.for an elegant tranfla- 
• tion, or only to fhew the meaning; I 
reckon it an explanation of a difficult au- 
thor, not only for learners, but for thofe 

* Rev. Mr. John Worral 

alio 
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alfo who' are not expert in latin, becaufe 
he is a very dark author : I would not 
have your book printed entire, till I treat 
with my bookfeUer here for your advan- 
tage. There is a word (Concacuus) which 
you have not explained, nor the reafon of 
it. Where you are ignorant, you fhould 
confefs you are ignorant. I writ to Stella 

the day we heard the k was dead, and 

the circumftances of it. I hold you a 
guinea, I fhall forget fomething. Worral 
writ to me lately. In anfwer, I defire that 
when the archbifhop comes to a determi- 
nation, that an appeal be properly lodged, 
by which I will ejude him till my return, 
which will be at Michaelmas. I have left 
London^ and ftay here a week, an4 then I 
fliall go thither again ; juft to lee the queen, 
and fo come back hither. Here are a thou- 
fand fchemes wherein they would have mc 
engaged, which I embrace but coldly, be- 
caufe I like none of them. I have been 
this ten days inclining to my old difeafe 
of giddinefs, a little tottering; our friend 
underftands it, but I grow cautious, and 
am fomething better; cyder and champagne 
and fruit have been the caule. But now I 

' am 
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am very regular, and I eat enough. I took 
Dr. Delanys paper to the king when he 
was prince ; he and his fecretary * are dif- 
contented with the provoftf, but they 
find he has law on his fide. The king's 
death hath broke that mealure. I propofed 
the prince of JVahi to be chancellor, and 
I believe fo it will go. Pray copy out the 
yerfes I writ to Stella on her collecting my 
verfes, and fend them to me, for we want 
fome to make our poetical mifcellany large 
enough, and I am not there to pick what 
fhould be added. Diredl them, and all 
other double papers to lord Bathurft^inSt. 
yames* s fquare, hondon. I was in a fright 
about your verfes on Stellas ficknefs, but 
glad when they were a month old. 

Defire our friends to let me know, what 
I fhould buy for them here of any kind. 
I had juft now a long letter from Mr. 
Dh^ley^ and another from Mr. Syngs, 
Pray tell the latter, that I return him great 
thanks, and will leave the vifiting aflair to 
his difcretion. But all the lawyers in Europe 
{hall never perfuade me, that it is in tic 

t Samutl Mellj/netuK, ef^; t Rev. Mr. Baldwin, 

A. Bp's 
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A. Bp's power to take or rcfufe my proxy, 
when I have the king's leave of ab&nce. 
If he be violent, I will appeal, and die 
two or three hundred pounds poorer to 
defend the rights of the dean. Pray aik 
Mr. Synge whether his fenocchio be grown; 
it is now fit to eat here, and we eat it like 
fellary, either with or without oil, etc. I 
defign to pafs my time wholly in the 
country, having fome bufinefs to do, and 
fettle, before I leave England for the laft 
time. I will fend you Mr. Popes criticifins, 
and my own, on your work. Pray forget 
nothing of what I defire you. Pray God 
blefs you all. If the king had lived but 
ten days longer, I fhould be now at Paris, 
Simpleton ! the Drapiers fhould have been 
fent unbound, but tis no great matter ; 
two or three would have been enough. I 
fee Mrs. Fad but feldom, I never trouble 
them but when I am fent fw; fhe expeds 
me foon, and after that perhaps no nvore 
while I am here. I defire it may be told 
that I never go to court, which I mention 
becaufe of a paflage in Mrs. Dinghy^ s let- 
ter ; fhe fpeaks mighty good things of your 
Jundnefs. \ do not want that poem to 

Btella^ 
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Stella to print it entire, but fome paflages 
out of it, if they deferve it, to lengthen 
die volume. R^d all this letter without 
hefitation, and I'll give you a pot of ale. 
I intend to be with you at Michaelmas^ 
barr impofllbilities. 

LETTER XXV. 

jDn SWIFT /o/>. Sheridan. 

Twickenham^ Aug. 12, 1727, 

I A M cleverly caught, if ever gentleman 
was cleverly caught ; for three days af- 
ter I came to town with lord Oxford^ 
from Cambridge/hire, which was ten days 
ago, my old deafnefs feized me, and hath 
continued ever fince with great encreafe ; 
fo that I am now deafer than ever ypu 
knew me, and yet a little lefs I think th^ 
I was yefterday ; but which is worfe, about 
four days ago my giddineft feized me, 
and I was fo very ill, that yefterday I took 
a hearty vomit, and though I now totter, 
yet I think I am a thought better ; but 

• Son of the late right hon- created earl of Oxford and 
purable Robert Harley^ lord Mortimer by queen Ann$, 
high treafurer of England., 

what 
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what will be the event, I know not; one 
thing I know, that thefe deaf fits ufe to 
continue five oi* fix weeks, and I am re- 
folved if it continues, or tny giddinefs, 
fome days longer, I will leave this place, 
and remove to Greenwich, or fomewhere 
n&SLP Lcm£h»,:^ndts^tmy coufin Lancelot 
to be my nurfe. Our friends know her; 
it is the fame with Pat Roit. If . my dif- 
order fhould keep me longer than my li- 
cence of abfence lafts, I would have you 
get Mr. tVorral to renew it ; it will not 
expire till the fixth or fevehth of OSiober^ 
and I refolved to begin my journey Sept: 
1 5th. Mr. Worral will fee by the date of 
my licence what time the new one fhould 
commence; but he has feven Weeks yet to 
confider : I only fpeak in timfe. I am very 
uneafy here, becaule fo matiy of our ac- 
quaintance come to fee us, and I cannot 
be feen; befides, Mr. Pope is too fickly 
and complaifant ; therefore I refolve to go 
fomewhere elfe. This is a little unlucky, 
my head will not bear writing long: I 
want to be at home, where I can turn you 
out, or let you in, as I think beft. The 
king and queen come in two days to our 

neigh- 
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neighbourhood * ; and there I fhall be ex- 
pected, and cannot go; which however is 
none of my grievances, for I had rather be 
abfent, and have now too good ian eifcufe. 
I believe this giddinefs is the diforder, tliat 
will at laft get the better of me; but I had 
rather it fhould not be now ; and I hope 
and believe it will not, for I am now bet- 
ter than yefterday. — Since my dinner my 
giddinefs is much better, and my deafheis 
a hair's brtedth not fo bad. *Tis juft as 
ufual, worft in the mc»ning and at even- 
ing. I will be very temperate ; and in the 
midft of peaches, figs, nedarins, and mul- 
berries, I touch not a bit. I hope I fhall 
however fet out in the midfl of September^ 
as I defigned.— This is a long letter for 
^xi ill head : fb adieu. My fervice to our 
two friends and all others. 

* Ricbtiund, 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 
Z)r. SWIFT/^£>r. SHERIDAN. 

Twickenham, Aug, 2f), ^7^7' 

I Have had your letter of the rgth, and 
exped, before you read this, to receive 
another from you with the moft fatal 
news that can ever come to me, unlefs I 
fliould be put to death for fbmc ignomini- 
ous crime. I continue very ill with my 
giddinefs anddeafnefs, of which I had two 
days intermiflion, but fince worfe, and I 
fliall be perfedly content if God fhall pleafc 
to call me away at this time. Here is a 
triple cord of friendfhip broke, which hath 
lafted thirty years, twenty-four of which 
in Ireland. I beg, if you have not writ to 
me before you get this, to tell me no par- 
ticulars, but the event in general: my 
weaknefs, my age, my friendfhip will bear 
no more. I have mentioned the cafe as well 
as I knew it to a phyfician, who is my 
friend ; and I find his methods were the 
fame, air and exercife, and at lafl afles- 
milk. I will tell you fincerely, that if I 
were younger, and in health, or in hopes 

of 
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<bf it, I would endeavour to divert my mind 
by all methods in order to pafs my life in 
quiet ; but I now want only three months 
of fixty. I am ftrongly vifited with a dif- 
eafe, that will at laft cut me off, if I fliould , 
this time efcape; if not, I have but a poor 
remainder, and that is below any wife 
man's valuing. I do not intend to return 
to Ireland fb foon as I purpofed ; I would 
not be there in the very midft of grief. 
I defire you will fpeak to Mr. Worral to 
get a new licence about the be^nning of 
OSiober^ when my old one (as he will fee 
by the date) fhall expire; but if that fatal 
accident were not to happen, I am not 
able to travel in my prefent condition. 
What I intend is, immediately to leave 
this place, and go with my coufin for a 
nurfe about five miles from L/mdm on 
the other fide towards the fea, and if I 
recover, I will either pafs this winter near 
Salifbury-plainy or in France^ and there- 
fore I defire Mr. Worral may make this 
licence run like the former [To Great- 
Britainy or elfewhere for the recovery or 
^is hea|th.] 

Neither 
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Neither my health nor grief will permit 
me to fay more : your diredions to Mr. 
Lancelot at his houfe in- JVew Bond-ftreet^ 
over againft the Crraw and cujhion^ will 
reach me. Farewel. 

This ftroke was unexpeded, and my 
fears laft year were ten times greater *. 

LETTER XXVII. 

i>. SWIFT /<? ZV. Sheridan. 

Land. SepL 2, 1727. 

I Had yours of the jgth oiAuguft^ which 
I anfwered the 29th from Twickenham. 
I came to town on the laft day oiAuguJi, 
being impatient of flaying there longer, 
where fo much company came to us while 
I was {o giddy and deaf. I am now got to 
my coufin Lancelot's houij^y where I de- 
iire all letters may be direded to me ; I 
am ftill in the iame condition, or rather 
worie, fqr I walk like a drunken man, and 
am deafer than ever you knew me. If I 
had. any tcdcraWe health, I would go this 
moment to Ireland-, yet I think I would 

• See Letter XXI. 

Q^ not, 
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not, confidering the news I daily expert 
to hear from you. I have juft received 
yours o{ Auguft 24 ; I kept it an hour in 
my pocket with all the fufpenfe of a man, 
who expeded to hear the worft news that 
fortune could give him ; and at the &me 
time was not able to hold up my head. 
Thefe are the perquifites of living long : 
the laft ad of life is always a tragedy at 
beft ; but it is a bitter aggravation to have 
one's beft friend go before one. I defired 
in my laft, that you would not enlarge 
upon that event ; but tell me the bare fad. 
I long knew that our dear friend had not 
i)a!tjiamina vtfae; but my fnendfliip could 
not arm me againft this accident, although 
I forefaw it. I have faid enough in my laft 
letter, which now I fuppofe is with you. 
J know not whether it be an addition to 
my grief or no, that I am now extremely 
ill ; for it would have been a reproach to 
me to be in perfed health, when fuch a 
friend is defperate. I do profefs upon my 
falvation, that the diftrefled and defperate 
conditioo of our friend, makes life fo in- 
different to me, who by courfe of nature 
have fo little left, that I do not think it 

worth 
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Worth the time to ftruggle ; yet I fliould 
think,, according to what hath been for- 
merly, that I may happen to overcome 
this prefent difordef; and to what advan- 
tage? Why, to fee thelofs of that perfon 
for whofe fake only life was worth preferv- 
ing. I brought both thofe friends over*, 
that we might be happy together as long 
as God fhould pleafe ; the knot is broken, 
and the remaining perfon, you know, has 
ill anfwered the end ; and the other, who 
is now to be loft, is all that was valuable. 
You agreed with me, or you are a great 
hypocrite. What have I to do in the 
world? I never was in fuch agonies as 
when I received your letter, and had it in 
my pocket. — I am able to hold up my 
forry head no longer. 

* Mrs. Johnfan and Mrs. Dinglty, both relations of fir ff^l- 
iiam Temple. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 

MnVO^Eto Dr. SHERIDAN. 

TmckenhafHy Sept. 6, 

SIR, 
AM both obliged and alarmed by your 



I 



letter. What you mention of a parti- 
cular friend of the dean's being upon the 
brink of another world, gives me great 
pain J for k makes me, in tendernefs to 
him, wifh him with you j and at the fame 
time I fear he is not in a condition to 
make the journey. Though (to eafe you 
as far as I can) his phylician and friend 
Dr. ArbuthTiot afliires me, he will foon be 
well. At prefent he is very deaf, and more 
uneafy than I hoped that complaint alone 
would have made him. I apprehend he, 
has written to you in a melancholy way^ 

This letter was probably Mrs. John/on langulfhed tjU 

an anfwer to one fent by Dr. the aSth of January following 

Sheridan to Mr. PopCf when and then died. During her 

he laft wrote to the dean, ficknefs he compofed the pray- 

The reafoh of his going to ers which immediately follow 

London appears by the two this little collefiion of letters, 

preceding letters, , and about They were originally printed- 

the tim« mentioned in this ftom his ovtfn hand writing. 
he returned again to Ireland, 

which 
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•which has put you into a greater fright, 
than (with God's will) we may have any 
reafon for. He talks of returning to Ire- 
land in three weeks, if he recovers fuffi- 
ciently ; if not, he will ftay here this win- 
ter. Upon pretence of fome very unavoid- 
able occafions he went to London four- 
days iince, where I fee him as often as he 
will let me. I was extremely concerned 
at his epiniatrete in leaving me ; but he 
fhall not get rid of the frioid, though he 
may of his houfe. I have foggefted to him 
the remedy you mention : and I will not 
leave him a day till I fee him better. I wifh 
you could fee us in England vfi^out ma-r 
nifeft inconvenience to yourfelf ; though I 
heartily hope and believe, that our friend 
will do well. I fincerely honour you for 
your warmth of afFeftion, where it is fo 
juftly merited ; and am, both for his fake 
and your own, with gi-eatefteem, 

SIR, 

Twr truly-affeBionate 
and obedient fervant^ 

A. POPE. 
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P. S. I have often defired the dean to 
make known to you my fenfe of the 
good opinion you have expreft of me 
in your letters. I am pleafed to have 
an opportunity of thanking you under 
my hand, and I defire you to continue 
it to one, who is no way ungrateful. 

LETTER XXIX. 
Dr. Swift to Mrs. Moore. 

Deanryrrhoufe, Dec.^thi 1727. 

DEAR MADAM, 

THOUGH I fee you feldomer than 
.^ is agreeable to my inclinations^ yet 
you have no friend in the world, that is 
more concerned for any thing that can 
afFedl your mind, your health, or your 
fortune ; I have always had the higheft 
efteem for your virtue, the greateft value 
for your converfation, and the trueft af- 
fedion for your perfon ; and therefore 
cannot but heartily condole with you for 
the Ipfs of fb amiable, and (what is more) 
fo favourite a child. Thefe are the necef- 
fery confequences of too ftrong attach- 
ments, 
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ments, by which we are grieving ourfdves 
■with the death of thofe we love, as we 
jnuft one day grieve thofe, who love us, 
with the death of ourfelves. For life is a 
tragedy, wherein we fit as fpedtators a 
while, and then adt our own part in it. 
5elf-Iove, as it is the motive to all our ac- 
tions, fb it is the fble caufe of our gritff. 
The dear perfon you lament, is. by no means 
an objedl of pity, either in a moral or re- 
ligious fenfe. Philofophy always taught 
men to defpife life, as a moft contemptible 
thing in itfelf ; and religion regards it only 
as a preparation for a better, which you 
are taught to be certain, that fo innocent 
a perfon is now in pofiHIlon of; fo that 
flie is an immenfe gainer,'and you and her 
friends the only lofers. Now, under mi{^ 
fortunes of this kind, I know no confola- 
tion more effedual to a reafonable perfon, 
than to refled rather upon what is left, 
than what is loft. She was neither an only 
child, nor an only daughter. You have 
three children left, cwie* of them of an age 
to be ufeful to his family, and the two 
(pthers as promifing as can be expeded 

* Charlts Devenijh., efq; 
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from their age ; fo that according to the 
general di^enfations of God almighty you 
have fmall reafon to repine upon that ar- 
ticle of life. And religion will teU you, 
that the true way to preferve them is, not 
to fix any of them too deep in your heart, 
which is a weaknefs, that God feldom leaves 
Idng unpunifhed: common obfervation 
fhewing us, that fuch' favourite children 
arc either fpoiled by their parents indul- 
gence, or foon taken out of the world ; 
which laft is, generally fpeaking, the lighter 
puniflunent of the two. 

God, in his wifdom, hath been pleafed 
to load our declining years with many fuf- 
ferings, with difeafes, and decays of nature, 
with the death of many friends, and the 
ingratitude of more ; fometimes with the 
lofs or diminution of our fortunes, when 
our infirmities moft need them ; often with 
contempt from the world, and always with 
negled from it ; with the death of our 
moft hopeful or ufeful children ; with a 
want of reUfli for all worldly enjoyments ; 
with a general diflike of perfons and things : 
and though all thefe are very natural effeds 
of increafing years, yet they were intended 

by 
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by the author of our being , to wean us 
gradually froni our fondnefs of life, the 
nearer we approach towards the end of it. 
And this is the ufe you are to make in 
prudence, as well as in conlcience, of all 
the afilidions you have hitherto undergone, 
as well as of thoie, which in the courfe of 
nature and providence you have reafon to 
eXped. May God, who hath endowed you 
with fo many virtues, add ftrength of mind 
and reliance upon his mercy in proportion 
to your prefent fufFerings, as well as thofe 
he may think fit to try you with through 
the remainder of your Hfe. 

I fear my prefent ill dilpofition both of 
health and mind * has made me but a fbrry 
comforter : however, it will fhew that no 
circumftance of life can put you out of my 
mind, and that I am with the trueft refpe<9:, 
efteem, and friendfliip, 

DEAR MADAM, 

Your moji obedient^ 

andinofi humhkfervant^ 

JONATH. SWIFT. 

* It was written little more Johnfsri's death,3n event which 
than a month before Mrs, was then ateioft daily cxpedted. 
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LETTER XXX. 
JDr. S W I FT /<? Z)r. SH E RID AN. 

* Market-hilly Aug. 2. 1728. 

OU R friends here, as well as myfclf, 
were fadly difappointed upon hear- 
ing the account of your journey. No body 
in town or country, as we were informed, 
knew where you were ; but I perfuaded 
our family, that you were certainly in a 
way of making yourfelf eafy, and had got 
that living you mentioned, and accordingly 
we were grieved and rejoiced at the lols 
and fettlement of a friend j but it never 
entered into our heads, that you were be- 
ftovidng forty days in feveral ftages between 
conftable and conftable without any real 
benefit to yourfelf, furtho- than of exer- 
cife; and wewifhed, that no body fliould 
have had the benefit of your long abfence 
from your fchool, but yourfelf by a good 
living, or we by your good company: 
much lefs that the pleafure of Ipighting 
T — had been your great motive. I hear- 

• The feat of fir Arthur Achcfon. 

tily 
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tily wifli you were fettled at Hamilton s 
Bawn, and I would be apt to advife you 
not to quit your thoughts that way, if the 
matter may be brought to bear; for by a 
letter I juft received from the bifhop of 
Cork^ which was fhort and dry^ with the 
ftale excufe of pre-engagements, I doubt 
you can hope nothing from him. —As to 
what you call my exercife, I have long 
quitted it ; it gave me too much conftraint, 
and the world does not delerve it. We may 
keep it cold, till the middle of winter. 

As to my return, there are many fpe- 
culations. I am well here, and hate re- 
movals; my fcheme was, that you fliould 
come hither as you lay, and I return with 
you in your chaife. Sv: Arthur, on hearing 
your letter, preiled me to flay longer. I 
am a very bufy man, fuch as at ^ilca^ 
which you will know when you come; 
yet I would contrive to be prefTed more 
to ftay till Chrijltnas, and then you may 
contrive to be here agaih, and take me 
. back with you time enough for my own 
visitation ; and my reafon of ftaying is, to 
be here the planting and pruning time, etc, 
I hate Dublin^ and Jove the retirement 

here, 
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here, and the civility of my hofts. T^his 
is my ftate and humour upon it, and ac- 
cordingly you are to manage my fcheme. 
However I would have you keep your va- 
cation of September here; and let' Mrs. 
Brent fend me a dozen guineas (half of 
them half-guineas) by you, and a periwig, 
and a new riding gown and c^flbck, and 
whatever elfe I may want by a longer ab- 
fence, provided you will refolve and fwear 
that I fhall flay. 

I had all Mrs, Brent's packets by Mr. 
Little. My fervice to Mrs. DmgUy\ I can- 
not fay, that I have more to &y, than to 
fay that I am, etc. 

LETTER XXXL 

i)r. SW IF T roZV-. SH ERI D A N. 

* Sept, 18. 1728. 
Y continuance here is owing part- 



M 



ly to indolence, and pardy to my 
hatred to Dublin. I am in a middlujg way, 
between healthy and fick, hardly ever 
without a little giddinefs or deafnefs, and 

♦ This fliould alfo be dated from Maritt-bill. 

fome- 
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fometimes both : fo much for that. As to 
what you call my lefibn, I told you I 
would think no more of it, neither do I 
conceive the world deferves fo much trou- 
ble from you or me. I think the fufFer- 
ings of the country for want of lUver de- 
ferves a paper *, fince the remedy is fo 
eafy, and thofe in power fo negligent. I 
had fome other fubjeds in my thoughts ; 
but truly I am taken up fo much with long 
lampoons on a perfon, who owns you for 
a back, that I have no time for any thing 
clfe ; and if 1 do not produce one evay 
now and then of about two hundred lines^ 
I am chid for my idlenefs, and threatened 
with you. I defire you will ftep to the 
deanry, fpeak to Mrs. Brem fy bid her 
open the middle great drawer of Ridge- 
wa/s fcrutcffe in my clofet, and thien do 
you take out from thence, thehiftory $ in 
' folk), marble cover; and two thin folio's 
fairly writ. I forget the titles, but you 
have read them ; one is an account of the 
proceedings of lord Oxford's miniftry, and 

* In the Intelligtfuer, the + The clean's houfc- keeper, 
xixth number of which is on % Hiftory of the peace of 
this rubje(a. Vtretht. 

the 
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the other * to the fame purpofe. There 
are foul copies of both in thp fame drawer, 
but do you take out the fair ones, not in 
my hand. Let them be packed up, and 
brought hither by the bearer. My lady is 
perpetually quarrelling withfir Arthur and 
me, and fhews every creature the libels I 
have writ againft her f . 

Mr. JVorral fent me the particulars of 
the havock made in NabotBs vineyard |. 
The d — burft, etc, 

I think lady Duns burning would be 
an admirable fubjed to fhew, how hateful 
an animal a human creature is, that is 
known to have never done any good. The 
rabble all rejoicing, etc. which they would 
not have done at any misfortune to a man 
known to be charitable. 

I wifli you could get in with the pri- 
mate, on the account of Ibme difcourfe 
about you here to-day with Whaky and 
and JValmpy. Whaky goes to Dublin on 

* The ftate of afiairs in pence with a fine ftone wall 

1 7 1 4. See vol. ni. lined with brick, againft which 

t See HamilterCs Bawn^ or he planted vines and the beft 

the grand qutjiitn debated. chofen fruit trees, for the bc- 

J A field not far from the nefit of the dean of St. Pa- 

deanry-houle, which dodlor trick's for the time being. 



Swift endofed at a great cx- 



Mondctjf 
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■Monday next in order for England, I would 
have you fee him. I fancy you may do 
fome good with the primate as to the firft 
good vacant fchool, if you wheedle him, 
and talk a little whiggiflily. 

LETTER XXXII* 

/ 

Mr, Pope to Dr, Sheridan, 

SIR, 

I Thank you kindly for your news of the 
dean of St. Patrick^ s, for your Perjius^ 
for every thing in your letter. I will ufe 
my warmeft endeavours to lerve Dr. Tf^ha- 
ley f . Befides his own merit, the demerit 
of his antagonift goes into the fcale, and 
the dean tells me he is a coadjutant of that 
fool Smedley %, You muji have feen, but 
you cannot have ready what he has lately 
publifhed againft our friend and me. The 
only pleafure a bad writer can give me, 
he has given, that of being abufed with 

* This letter is not dated, thur'ty where he wrote Ha- 

but it appears, by the mention miltm's Bawn. 

made of the Intelligencers, to + An eminent clergyman of 

be written in 1728, and by the dioCefe of yfr/w^*. 

the dean's libelling the lady, | Dean of Femes. See the 

to be while he was at fir Jr- poetry vol. VII. 

my 
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my betters and my friends. I .am much 
pleafed with moft of the Intelligencers, 
but I am a little piqued at the author erf" 
'em for not once doing me the honour of 
a mention upon fo honourable an occafion 
as being flandered by the dunces, together 
with my friend the dean, who is properiy 
the author of the Dunciad: it had never 
been writ but at his requeft, and for his 
deafnefs*: for had he been able to con- 
verfe with me, do you think I had amufed 
my time fb ill? I will not trouble you 
with amendments to fo imperfedl an edi- 
tion, as is now pubHfhed ; you'll foon fee a 
better, with a full and true commentary, 
letting all miftakes right, and branding 
none but our own cattle. Some very good 
epigrams on the gentlemen of the Dunciad 
have been fent me from Oxfordy and others 
of the London authors: if I had an A- 
manuenjts (which is a thing neither I, ncM: 
my common trifles are worth) you fhould 
have them with this. If your univerfity or 
town have produced any on this fubjeft, 
pray fend 'em me, or keep them at leaft 

* See this compliment elegantly returned in a pa^m acU 
drelfed to Mr. Pope, vol. VI. 

together, 
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together, for another day they may all 
meet. 

I've writ to the dean juft now by Mr. 
Elrington, who charges himfelf with this, 
and have inferted a hint or two of his li- 
belling the lady of the family; in as in- 
nocent a manner as he does it, he will hard- 
ly fufped: I had any information of it. 

Though I am a very ill correfpondent, 
I {hall at all times be glad to have the fa- 
vourof a line from you. My eyefight is bad, 
my head often in pain, my time ftrangely 
taken up. Were I my own mafter (which 
I thank Grod I yet am, in all points but 
one, where humanity only conftrains me) 
I would infallibly fee Ireland before I die. 
But whether that, or many other of my 
little, though warm deiigns, will ever.takie- 
efFect, 

Caligmfa noSie prem'it Deus! 

lam (wherever I am) the dean's, and the 
dean's friends, and confequently faithfully, 

SIR, 

Tour affeSiionate fervant^ 

*R A. POP^. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

Z>r.SwiFT/aZ>r. Sheridan. 

Duklifiy March 27, 1733. 

I Received your letter with fome plea- 
Aire, and a good deal of concerrir The 
conditicwi you are in requires the greateft 
hafte hither, although your fchool did not ^ 
and when you arrive, I will force I>r. Hel- 
Jham to fee and dire£^ you j your fchcme 
of riding and country-air you find hath 
not anfwered, and therefore you have no- 
thing to truft to but the afliftance of a 
friendly, fkilful doAor. For whether jth^ 
can do any good or no, it is all we have 
for it ; and you cannot afford to die at 
prefent, becaufe the publick, and all your 
family have occafion for you. Belides, I' 
do not like the place you are in *, from 
your account, fince you fay people are 
dying there fo faft. You cannot afford to 
lofe daily blood; but Iliippofe you are no 
more regular, than you have been in your 

• The free-fchool oi Ca- changed hh living at £>««%«<•, 
«<fB, in the^ft of the crowm,' and in whi£h he hath been 
for which Dr. Sheridan ex- fince fucceeded by Mr. Moore, 

" whole 
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whole life. I like the article very much, 
which you propole in your will j and "if 
that takes place forty years henpe, and 
God for the fins of men fliould continue 
that life fo long, I would have it be ftill 
inferted j unlefs you could make it a little" 
fharper. I own you have too much realbn 
to complaui of Ibme friends, who next to 
yourfelf haire done you moft hurt, whom 
ftill I efteem and frequent, though I con- 
fefs I cannot heartily forgive. Yet certainly 
the cafe was not merely perfbnal malice to 
you, (although it had the fame eiFe<9:) but 
a kind of I know not what job, which 
one of them hath often heartily repented; 
however it came to be patched up. I am 
confident your coUedion of Bon mots *, and 
Contes a rire will be much the beft extant; 
but you are apt to be terribly fanguine 
about the profits of publifliing : however it 
fhall have all the puQiing I can give. I have 
been much out of order with a fpice of my 
giddinefs, which began before you left us : 
I am ■ better of late days, but not right 
yet, though I take daily drops and bitters. 

• Perhaps Bon mots dt Stella, and Thoughts on variousfubjelfSf 
are part of this coUcaion, 

R 2 I muft 
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I muft do the bcft I can, but fliall never 
taote be a night-walker. You hear they 
have in England pafled the excife on to- 
bacco, and by their votes it appears they 
intend it on more articles. And care is 
taken by fomc fpecial friends hefe to have 
it the fame way here. We are ilaves al- 
ready. And from my youth upwards, the 
great wife men, whom I ufed to be among, 
taught me, that a general excife (which 
they now by degrees intend) is the moft 
direct and infallible way to flavery. Pray 
G — fend it them in his juftice, for they 
well deferve it. All your friends and the 
town are juft as you left it. I humdrum it 
on, either on horfeback, or dining and 
fitting the evening at home, endeavouring 
to write, but write nothing merely out of 
indolence, and want of fpirits. No foul 
has broke his neck, or is hanged, or ihar- 
ried; only Caftcerina* is dead, and I let 
her go to her grave without a cofHn, and 
• without fees. — So I am going to take my 

* One of thofe poor people, for diftinflion and partly for 

to whom the dean ufed to humoyxr \ Cancerina<i Stumpa^ 

cive money, when he met nympha, PuIUa-gown-a, Frf-' 

UTem in his walks. Some of Un/la, F/ora, Stumpantba^ 



ihem he namod thus, partly 



evening 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



FRCJiM DOCTOR SWIFT. 245 

evening walk after five, Having not been 
out of doors yet. I wifh you well and 
fafe at home j pray call on me on Sunday, 
night. 

• ' I amyours^ etcr 

P. S. I believe there are a hundred literal 
blunders, but I cannot ftay to mend 
. them. — So. pick as you are able. 
I am not fo frank a writer as you. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

j9r. SWIFT /^Z)r. Sheridan. 

^^//, 12, 17.35. 

HERE is a very ingenious obfervation 
upon the days of the week, and iij 
rhime, worth your obfervation, and very 
proper for the information of boys and 
^Is, that they may not forget: to reckon 
theni: Sunday s a pun-day ^ Mondays « 
dun-day^ Tuefdays a neuos-day^ Wednejdays 
a friend s-dzy, Thursdays a curid-day^ 
Fridays a dry-day ^Saturday^ s the latter-day, 
I intend fomething of equal ufe upon the 
jnonths: as yanuaryy women vary, I fhall 

• R 3 likewifc 
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likewife in due time make fome obferva- 
tion upon each year as it pafles. So for 
the prefent year: 

One thoufandfevm hundred and thirty-five^ 
When only the d — andb — pwill thrive^ 

And for the next : 

One thoufand /even hundred and thirty-fix^ 
When the d — will carry the b — p tQ Styx. 

Perge : 

One thoufand /even hundred and thirty-feveny 
When the whigs arefo blind they mifiahe hell 
for heavn, . 

I will carry thefe predidions no further 
than to the year 2001, when the learned 
think the world will be at end, or the 
fine-all'-cat a-ftrow-fee. 

Thelqft is theferiody two thoufand and one^ 
When «»r— and h — to hell allaregone^ 

When that time comes, pray remembej^ 
the difcovery came from me. 

It is now time I fhould begin my letter. 
I hope you got iafe to Cavan^ and have got 

^ _ Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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no cold in tliofe two terrible days. All 
your friends are well, and I as I ufed to be. 
I received yours. My humbk fervice to 
your lady, knd love to your children. I 
((uppofe you have all the news fent to you. 
I hear of no marriages going on; Oiifc 
dean Crofs^ an eminent divine, we h^r is 
to be bifhop <rf Cork. — Stay till I aflc fe 
fervant, vfhsAPatrick^ s bells ring for fo lat$ 
at night — You fellow, is it for joy or {<»:- 
row ? I believe it feme of our royal birth- 
days.^ Oh, th^ teli me, it is for joy a 

new matter is chofen for the corporation 
of butchers. So farewel. 

LETTER XXXV. 

Z)r, Swift /<? i>, Sheridan. 

Sept. 30, 1735. 

YE S T E R P A Y was the going-out 
of the iaft lord-maycH*, and to-day 
the comintg-in of the new, who is alderman 
GratUin, The duke * was at both dinnef s, 
but I thought it enough to go to-day, and 
I came away before fix, with ve:ry little 

♦ The duke of Dtrjet lord lieutenant. 

R4 meat 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C48 LETTERS TO ;ANf> 

OTeat 6t dyink, Th? club* meets in 4 
w^ek, and I det^rniine tP l^ve tiie towa 
as foon ^s ppffible, for I ajn not abl? to 
live within the air of fuch locals ; but 
whither to go, or hpw far my he4th will 
-permit me tp travel, I caqnot tell; for my 
mind milgives me, that you ar? neither in 
Jiumoyr W^ capacity to receiv? me ?is a 
gueft. I had yovp- law-lett?r. Thofethin^ 
require feripus confideratipn.; in prder tg 
bring them tp a dye p?rfe<^pn, a wife man 
ywill pr^ar^ a large fund of idioms ; which 
^re highly uf^ful when literally tranlUted 
by a ikUful, eloquent hand, and, except 
our Latino-Anglicus^ is the moft neceflary 
as well as ornamental part of human learn-: 
ing. But then we muft take fpecial care 
of' infufing the moft ufeful precepts for 
the diredion of human life, particularly 
■for inftruding princes and great minifters, 
diftributing our praifes and cenfures with 
the ufmoft impartiality and juftice. This 
is what I have preforried to attempt, al- 
though very confcious to myfelf of my 
inferior abiHties for fuch a performance. 

f The tr'Jh parliament. See the next letter, and the poem 
there mentioned. 
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I begin with lady ; and becaufe the judi» 
dicious Mr. Loch fays it is neceflary to 
fettle terms, before we write upon any 
fubje^, I defcritie a certain female of your 
acquaintance,, wbofe name ihall be Doro-^ 
thy\ it is in the following manner ; Dotis 
aftra per^ afira mdy a fusy a qwque et\ 
(itrape^y (in id lar-i alas ibo ms, a frie ter^ 

at lar^ avifi.ter^ age ipji^ ajlro loTy an 
empti pate^ (iree lar^ aram hr^ an et, ades 
f ver, aft rumpet^ ad ^»j agatn lar^ agrum 
lary aQrospu^i ^ffl^* error y ape e p^^ as 
potinqSy araver, adhucjiarey ajfo fis ter^ 
avipery ad rive lary age lary apudlaryU 
fis lary ajis tery afar (ery as hitery anus lary 

a mi^s tary arat lary a minximtfSy a prata 
paccy agalk pery a five. Moft learned iir, 

1 entreat yoij wi|l pleafe to obferve (fino^ 
I muft fpeak in the vulgar language) tha^ 
in the above forty-three denominations fpr 
females, njany of them end with the dpr 
jneftcik 4^ity ^^r, to (hew that womei^ 
w:erc chiefly created for family af^rs ; and 
yet I cannot hq^, |^at any qther author 
hath made the %ne repiark. I have like- 
wife begun a treatife of geography, (th^ 
.^glp-anghrian^ qall it erroneoufly Jog 

Ralph 
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Ralph I) Met fuo te fummo fit f Afira 
cams a mitt citi \ an dy et Alt tantis qui te 
as bigas it, Barba dos is mor,e populus. An 
tego is a des arti here. I have a third trea- 
ts to dircA young ladies in reading. 
Ama dis de Gallis a fine his tori^ an dy et 
Belli anis is ah et er. Summas euros Valeni 
in an Dorfo ne isthmos te legant (mum alto 
his ure. J canna me fore do mafli cani males 

faUique nat ure\ na meli^ ac at, araty 
timafiiy fianda hedi\ Imce ad amo ufio o\ a 
kedi inde edi mite ex cesptas a beafi't e verme 
et aram lingo ut, Prms^ mi cum pari fono 
dittsomof- 

I believe fbme evil Ipirit hath got pof*. 
fcfllon of you and a few others, in conceiv- 
ing I have any power with the d of 

D > or with any one bifhop or man 

of power. 1 did but gknce a fingle word 
to the d — ■■• about as proper a thing as he 
could do, and yet he turned it off to Ibme 
other difcourfe. You fay one word of my 
mouth would do, etc. I believe therhime 
of my word would do juft as much. Am 

1 not univerfelly known to be one, who 
<liflikes all prefent perfohs and proceedings? 
Another writes to defire, that J- would pre^ 

vail 
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vail on the archbijfhop o^ DuhUn* to giine 
him the beft prebend of St. PatrkJis, Let 
bifhop daytrnf allow the reiighation, 
fince Donellan is provided for; I men- 
tioned to the d^ — • that Donditm fhpuld 
be dean oiCork, onpiupofe to follow the 
refignation of old Catdjidd^ but it would 
not do, though Caulfield feems to have 
fome hopes, and it is bifhop Claytons fault 
if he does not.yi^d, etc. 

LETt ER XXXVI. 

Br, SWIFT t(yi>r. Sheridan, . 

, § Ap-il 24, 1736. 

Have been very, ill for thefe two months 
paft with giddinef? and deafiiefs, which 
lafted me till about ten days ^o, when \ 
gradually recovered, but ftUl am weak and 
indolent, riot thinking any thing worth tscf 
thoughts 3 and although (I forget wliat \ 
am going to lay, fo.it ferves for nothing) 
I am well enough to jide, yet I will, not 

• Dr. y^hn Hoadh^.. 5n this and the following letter 

f Dr. Ckytotty bifliop of were wriiten by Mrs. fVhite- 

Cork. _ waif, 

^ The paragraphs in jVW'V'^ 

be 
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be at the pains. Your friend Mrs. Whiieway^ 
who is upon all occafions fo zealous to 
vindicate, is one whom I defire you to 
chide ; for during my whole flcknefs, fhc 
was perpetually plaguing and fpunging on 
me; and though fhe would dritik no wine 
herielf, yet fhe encreafed the expence by 
making me force it down her throat. Some 
pf your eight rules I follow, fome I rejed, 
fbme I cannot compafs, I mean merry 
fellows. Mr. J, R — never fails; I did 
vdthin two days pafl; ring him fuch a peal 
in relation to you, that he mufl be the 
d < ' 1 not to confider it; I will ufe him 
the fame way if he comes to-morrow 
(which I do not doubt) for a pint of wine. 
1 Uke your projed of a fatyr on Fairbro^ 
ther*, who is an arrant raf^ in every 
circumflance. 

Every fyllable that is worth reading^ in 
this letter, you are tofuppofe I writ it ; th^ 
dean onhf took the hints from pte, hut he has 
fui themfo ill together, that I am forced tg 
tell you this in my aim jujlification. Had 
you been w^rth hanging, you would bav^ come 

* Sea the n^xt letter, 
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to mmi this vacation^ and I would hcpoe 
fltewnyou a poem m the h^on-cXvih. I (k 
mt doubt hut that a certain ferfon mil pre- 
tend he. writ it^ becaufe there is. a copy of it 
in his handy lying on his table ; but do not 
mind that^ for there arefome people in the 
world will fay any thing. I wifh you could ^ 
givefojne account of poor Dr. Sheridan ; / 
hear the reafon he did not come to tofum this 
Eafter /V, that he waited to fee a neighbour 
of his hanged. 

Whatever is faid in this page -by Goody 
Whiteway^ I have not read, nor will read ; 
but aflure you, if it relates to me 'tis all a 
lie ; for (he lays you have taught her that 
art, and as the world goes, and fhc takes 
you for a wife man, fhe ought to follow 
your pradice. To be ferious, I am forry 
you faid fo little of your own affairs, and 
of your health ; and. when will you pay 
me any money ? for upon my confciencc 
you have half ftarved me. 

'The plover eggs were admiraBle^ and the 
worjledfor the dean s Jiockings fofine^ that 
not. one knitter here can knit them. 

We neither of us know what the other 
hath writ; fo oneanfwer will lerve, if you 

, write 
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write to us both, provided you juftly give 
us both our fhare, and each of us will read 
our own part. Pray tell us how you breathe, 
and whether that diforder be better. 

If the dean Jbould give you any hint about 
money y^ you need not mind himy for to my 
imwkdge he borrowed twenty poundi a 
month agOy to keep himf elf alive, 

I am forry to tdl you, that poor Mrs. 
Whiteway is to be hanged on Tiiefday next 
for ftealing a piece of indian filk out of 
BraMxms ihop, and did not fet the houfe 
on hire, as I advifed her. I have vnrote a 
very mafterly poem on the legion-club ; 
which, if the printer ihould be condemn- 
ed to be hanged for it, you will fee in a 
three-penny book; for it is 240 lines. 
Mrs. fFhiteway is to have half the profit 
and half the hanging. 

The Drapier went this day to the Tholfel 
as a mer chanty to fign a petition to, the gin 
vemment agaihjl lowering thegoldy where 
we hear he made a longfpeecby for which he 
will be reckoned a Jacobite, God fend hanging 
does not go round, 

TourSy etc. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

Dr.SWlYTtoDr. SHERIDAN. 

Dub. May 15, 1736.. 

MR S. Whiteway and I were frettmg, 
raging, ftonning, and fuming, thaf 
you had not fent a letter fince you got to 
your Cabatiy (for the V confonant was an- 
ciently a B) I mean Cavan : but however, 
We mingled pity ; for we feared you had 
run away from fchool, and left the key 
under the dodr. We were much difap- 
pointed, that the fpring and beginning of 
fummer had not introduced the mufes, 
and that your now walkable roads had not 
roufed your fpirits. We are here the hap- 
pidl people in the univerfe ; we have a 
year and a half before the club will meet 
to be revenged further on the clergy, who 
never offended them; and in England 
their parliament are following ourfteps, 
only with two w three fteps for our one. 
It i^ well you have done with the church, 
but pray take care to get money, clfe in 
a year or two more they will forbid all 
greek and latin fchools, as popifti and Ja- 
cobite. 
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ccibite. I took leave of the duke and duchefs 
to-day. He has prevailed on us to Inake a 
promife to beftow w^nEngland 25,000/. 
a year for ever, by lowering the gold coin, 
againft the petition of all the merchants, 
fbop-keepers, etc, to a man. May his own 
eflate be lowered the other forty parts, for we 
now lofe by all gold two and a half /"^r cent* 
He will be a better (that is to fay a worfe) 
man by 60,000/. than he was when he 
came over, and the nation better (that is 
to {ay worfe) by above half a million ; be-- 
fides tiie worthy method he hath taken in 
difpofal of employments in church and 
ftate. Here is a curfed long'Ubel running 
about in manufeript on the legion-Qlub \ 
it is in verfe, and the fopliili town imputes 
it to me. There were not above thirteen 
abufed (as it is faid) in the original; but 
others have added more, which I never 
faw ; though I have once read the true one. 
What has FowWrother* done to provoke 
you? I either never heard, or have forgot 
your provocations; but he was a fellow I 
have never been able to endure. If it can 

* .Fairhroiher. See the laft letter, and the fubfequent part 
of this. 

be 
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be done, I will have it printed; and the 
title fhall be, Upon a certain bookfeller (ar 
printer) in Utopia, —Mrs. Whiterjoay will 
be here to-morrow, and fhe will anfwer 
your fincere, open-hearted letter very par- 
ticularly ; for which I will now leave room. 
So adieu for one night* 

SIR, 

T AM moji fincerely obliged to you for all 
•*• the civil things you have f aid to me^ and 
if me to the dean. I found the good effeSis of 
fhem this dayi when I waited on him^ he 
received me with great good-humour^ faid 
fomethinghad happened fince hefaw me lajly 
that had convinced him of my merit ; that 
he wasforry he had treated me with fo little 
dijiinElion^ and that hereafter I Jhould not 
he put upon the foot of an humble companion^ 
hut treated like a lady of wit and learnings 
and fortune \ that if he could prevail on 
Dr. Sheridan to part with his wtfe^ he would 
make her his friend ^ his nurfe^ and the ma- 
nager of his family. I approved entirely of 
his choice y and at the fame time exprejfedmy 
fearsy that it would be impojftblefor you to 
think of living without her \ this is all that 

S ^ ficks 
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Jlicks with me. But confidering the friend- 
Jhip you exprefs to me for the dean, I hope 
you will be perfuaded to confider his good 
rather than your own 5 and fend her up im- 
mediately ; or elfe it will put him to the ex- 
pence of giving three fhillings and four-pence 
for a wife, and he declares that the hadnefs 
of pay of his tythes, fince the refolutions of 
the parliament o/" Ireland, puts this out of. his 
pffwer. 

I could not guefs why you were (o angry 
at Fffwlbrother \ till Mrs. Whiteway, who 
you find is now with me, faid it was for 
publifhing fome works of yours and mine 
like a rogue ; which is fo ufual t6 their 
trade, that I now am weary of being angry 
with it. I go on, to defire that Mrs. Don- 
aldfon* w'AX let me know what I owe 
her, not in juftice but generofity. If you 
could find wine and viduals, I could be 
glad to pafs fome part of the fummer 
with you, if health would permit me ; 
for I have fome club-enemies, that would 
be glad to fhoot me, and. I do not love to 
be Ihot : it is a death I have a particular 

* An innkeeier at Cavan. 

averfion 
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averfion to. But I jQiall henceforth walk 
with fervants well armed, and have or- 
dered them to kill my killers ; however I 
would have them be the beginners. I will 
do what I can with Mr. i?— , who (mo- 
ney excepted) is a very honeft man. How 
is your breathing? As to myfelf, my life 
and health are not worth a groat. How 
fhall we get wine to your cabin ? I can 
fpare fome ; and am preparing diaculum 
to fave my fkin as far as Cavan ; and even 
to Belturbtit, Pray God preferve you. s 

7 mn.i etc. 
LETTER XXXVIII. 

Dr. SWIFT /<? Z)r. Sheridan. 

Dub. June 5, 1736. 

YOU muft pay your groat (as if you 
had been drunk laft night) for this 
letter, becaufe I am neither acquainted 
with any frank curr, nor the of 

frank king. I am glad you have got thp 
piles, becaufe it is a mark of health, and 
a ftrong conftitution. I believe what you 

S 2 % 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



26o LETTERS TO AND 

« 

fay of the legion-club poem ; for it plainly 
appears a work of a legion-club^ fcwr 1 hear 
there are fifty diiferent copies ; but what's 
that to me? And you are in the right, 
that th^ are not treated according to their 
merit. You never writ fo regularly in your 
life, and therefore when you write to me, 
always take care to have the piles ; I mean 
any piles* ^ except thofe of lime and ftone, 
and yet ^//?5 are not fo bad as xh&Ji'one. 
I find you intend to be here (by your date) 
in a dozen days hence. The room fhall 
be ready for you, though I fhall never 
have you in a morning, or at dinner, or 
in an evening ; at all other times I fhall 

be peflered with you. Jdhn R (for he 

does not deferve the name of yackj is gone 
to his fix-miles-ofF country feat for the 
Cummer. I admire at your bill of lo/. 
odd; for I thought your iirft was double : 
or is it an additional one? When you fa- 
tisfy me, I will fend down to him with a 
vengeance : although except that damned 
vice of avarice, he is a very agreeable man. 
—-As to your venifon, vain is one who 

* The author held puns in contempt, but would fometimc* 
make himfelf merry with them. 
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expeds it. I am cipecking you for your 
chickens^ and could lamb you for your lambs,. 
Addenda quaedam. 

My wife a rattling^ 

My children tattling. 

My money /pent is^ 

And due my rent is. 

Myfchool decreajing^ 

My incofne ceajmg. 

All people teafe me^ 

But no man pays me. 

My worJJjip is bit^ 

By thai rogue Nifbit. 

To take the right way^ 

Confult friend Whiteway. 

Would you get Jiill more f 

Go flatter Kilmore *. 

Tour geefe are old^ 

Tour wife a f cold. 
Tou live among ill folks in a dunghill. 
Tou never have an old friend at Cavan. 

Airs, Whittway is ever your friend, 
JHit your oid ones have forfaken you, as 
rame liavjc mc. My liead is very bad; 
Bnd J hxsK juft as much ipirits left as a 

* Dr. Jofiah Hort^ then bifliop of Kilmore. 

S3 drowned 
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drowned moufe. Pray do not you give 
yourfelf airs of pretending to have flies 
in fummer at Cofuan ; and fuch a m fum- 
mer as this: I, who am the beft fly- 
catcher in the kingdom, have not thought 
it worth my time to fliow my fkill in that 
art. I believe nothing of your garden im- 
provements, for I know you too well. 
What you fay of your leapnefs is incredi- 
ble; for when I faw you laft you were as 
broad as long. But if you continue to 
breathe free, (which nothing but exercife 
can give) you may be fafe with as little 
flefh as I, vi'hich is none at all. 

I had your letter juft before this was 
fealed ; but I cannot anfwer it qbw. 

LETTER XXXIX, 
jDr.SWIFT to Dr. SPJERID AN, 

July lo, 1736, 

I Received your two letters. The firfl: is 
mingled with latin and englijh, onefold- 
lowing t'other : now I fcom 3iat way, and 
put both languages in one. However, for 
the fake of order, I will begin with an- 

fwQnng 
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fweripg your fecond letter before the firft, 
becaufe it defer ves one on account of your 
prefents. From bogs, rivers, mountains, 
mofTes, quagmires, heaths, lakes, kennels, 
ditches, weeds, etc. etc. etc. etc. — :; — Mrs, 
WJxtenjoay was pleafed, although very un- 
juftly, to criticife upon every curiofity\ {he 
fwears the paper of gravel was of your own 
voiding, as fhe found by the fmell. That 
your whole artichoak leaf fhows its mo- 
ther to be fmaller than a nutmeg, and I 
confefs you were fomewhat unwary in exr 
poling it to cenfure. Your ralberry fhe 
compared with the head of a corking-pin, 
and the latter had tiie vidory. Your cur- 
rants were invifible, and we could not di- 
ftinguifh . the red from the black. Your 
purflane pafled very well with me, but fhe 
fwore it was houfe-leek. She denies your 
Cavaii fly to be genuine, but will have it, 
that for the credit of your town you would 
have it born there, although Mrs. Donald-^ 
fm confefles it was fent her in a box of 
brown fugar, and died as it entered the 
gates. Mrs. Whueway proceeds further in 
her malice, declaring your naftartium to 
be only a p-fs-a-bed ; your beans as brown 

S 4 as 
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as herfelf, and of the fame kind with what 
we fatten hogs in L,eice/ierjhire. In ont 
thing fhe admires your generofity, that 
for her fake you would Ipare a drop or 
two of your canal-water, which by the 
ipongy bottom needs it lb muchf The 
only defeds of them all, were, that they 
wanted colour, light, and fmell j yet as to 
the laft, we both acknowledged them all 
to exhale a general fuftinefs, which how- 
ever did much rpfemble that of your Ca- 
vern air, 

LETTER XI., 
Dr, SWIFT /o Dr. SHERIDAN. 

I Received your letter, which begun with 
/mgs *. You have thirteen in ajl, and I 
have got but a hundred and fi^ty > a trifle | 
find me ten more than mine, and I wUl 
give you ten g^in^as for the eleventh, 
Mine are all down, and only twelve which 
arc not entered in a letter, which I will 
fend you when health permits and I hav^ 
liothing elfe tp do, and that may b? a 

♦ A termination whimfically applied, fee the next letter. 

twelve 
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twelvemonth hence, if my diforder will 
let me hold out fo long. Vou were born 
to be happy, for you take the leaft piece 
of good fortune chearfuUy. I fuppofe your 
arithmetick is, that three boys a week are 
a hundred and fifty nine in a year ; and 
feven guineas a week are three hundred 
and fixty-five^^r annum. Can you reckon 
that the county, and the next, and Dublin^ 
will provide you with thirty lads in aB, 
and good pay, of which a dozen fliall be 
lodgers ? JDoes the cheapncfs of dlings 
anfwer your expectation ? Have you fent 
^way your late younger-married daughter? 
and will you fend away the other? Let 
me defire you will \yt very regular in your 
accounts ; becaufe a very honeft friend of 
yours and mine tells me, that with all your 
honeily, it is m uneafy thing to have any 
dealings with you that relate to accounts 
by your frequent forgetfulnefs and confu-? 
iion : for you have no notion of regularity,, 
and 1 do not wonder at it, coiifidering the 
fcatteted, cofifufed manner in which you 
have lived. Mrs. tf^hhewcpy thinks you for 
^e good ophiion you have of her, and I 

know 
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know ftie always loved and defended you. 
I cannot tell when I fliall be able to traveL 
I have three other engagements on my 
hands, but the principal is to fee the bijQiop 
o£ OJfory. Yet I dread the lying abroad 
above five miles. I am never well. Some 
fudden turns are every day threatening me 
with a giddy fit ; and my affairs are ter- 
ribly embroiled. I have a fcljeme of living 
with you, when the College-green club is 
to meet ; for in thefe times 1 deteft die 
town, and hearing the follies, corruptions, 
and flavifh pradtices of thofe mif-repre- 
fentative brutes; and refolve, if I can ftir, 
to pafs that whole time at Bath or Cavan. 
I fay again, keep very regular accounts, 
in large books, and a fair hand; not like 
me, who to fave paper confufe every thing. 
Your mind is honeft, but your memory a 
knave, and therefore the fcotch mean the 
fame thing by minding^ that we do by re- 
membering. Sirrah, faidlto 2i fcotch ioot- 
man, why did you not go that errand ? 
Becaufe I did no mnd it, quo' Sawny. 
Acurfe on thefe twenty foldiers drumming 
through my liberty twice a day, and going 

to 
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to a barrack* the government hath placed 
juft under my nofe. I think of a line in 
Virgil Travejiy. The d — / cut their yelpi?tg 
weafons. We exped; lord Orrery and bifhop 
Rundle next week. — This letter was in- 
tended for laft poft, but interruptions and 
horfes hindered it. Poor Mrs. Achefon is 
relapfed at Grange^ and worfe than ever; 
I was there yefterday and met Dr. H — m^ 

who hopes {he was a little better. 1 6. 

Here has no body been hanged, married, 
or dead that I hear of; Dr. Grattan is 
confined by a boil ; if you afk him where, 
he will fell you a bargain. My chief coun- 
try companion now is philofopher Webber \ 
for the Grattans and Jackfons are neither 
to be found at home or abroad, except 
Robiny who cannot ftir a foot. 

* Called now the poddle- liberties of St. Patricias to 
guardj ^nd kept within the fupprefs riots. 
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LETTER XLL 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SH ERID A N. 

April (^, 1737. 

AB O U T a month ago I received your 
laft letter, wherein you complain of 
my long filence ; what will you do when 
1 am (o long in anfwering ? I have one 
excule which will lerve for all my friends, 
I am quite worn out with difcarders of 
mind and body ; a long fit of deafnefs, 
which ilHl continues, hath unqualified me 
for converfing, or thinking, or reading, 
or hearing; to all this is added an appre- 
henfion of giddinefs, whereof I have fre- 
quently fome frightful touches. Befides, I 
can hardly write ten lines without twenty 
bluiwiers, as you will fee by the number 
of fcratchings and blots before this lettw 
is done : into the bargain, I have not one 
rag of memory left; and my fiiends have 
all forfaken me, except Mrs. Whiteway, 
who preferves fome pity for my condition, 
and a few others who love wine that cofts 
them nothing. As to my taking a journey 
to Cceoariy I am juft as capable as of a 

voyage 
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voyage to China^ or of running races at 
Newmarket, But, to fpeak in the Latinitas 
'Grattaniana\ T'u clamas meretrix frimm\ 
for we have all expected you here ^.tEaJier^ 

as you were ufed to do. Your mufter- 

roU of meat is good, but, of drink in fup 
port able. Yew wann twine. My ftrefs 
Alhavia has eaten here all your hung beef, 
and faid it was very good. The affair of 
high importance in their family is, that 
mifs Molly hath iffued out wders with great 
penalties, to be called Mxs, Harrifon: 
which caufeth many fpeck you'll afhowns. 

1 am now come to the noli me tan 

jferry, which begg inns wyth mad dam. — 
So I will go on by the ftrength of my own 
wit upon points of the high eft imp or 
taunts. I have been very curious in con- 
fldering that fruitful word 7/;^^; which 
explains many fine qualities in ladies, fuch 
as grow ling, ray li7tg, tip ling, (feldom) toy 
ling, mumb ling, grumb ling, cur^ ling, fufs 
ling, bufs ling, jiromo ling, rainb ling, quarry 
ling, tat ling, whiffling, dabh ling, doub ling. 
Thefe are but as ample o fan huhn dread 
mower : th^ have all got cold this winter, 
big owing tooth in lick lad ink old wet lier, 

ah 
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an dare ink you rabble. — Well, I triumph 
over you, Is corn urine cap a city. Pray, 
tell me, does the land oHluilca pay any 
rent ? or is any paid by the tenant ? or is 
there not any part of 50/. to be got ? 
But before you make complaints of ill 
payments froixi your fchool, I will declare 
I was never lb ill paid as now, even by my 
richer debtors. I have finifhed my will for 
the laft time, wherein I left fome little 
legacy, which you are not to receive till 
you fliall be entirely out of my debt, and 
paid all you owe me to my executors. 
And I have made very honouraHe men- 
tion of you in the will, as the confidera- 
tion of my leaving thefe legacies to you. 

Explain this proverb. Salt dryfijh, and 
the wedding-gold, is the vice of immen both 
young and old. Yes, you have it i nam o 
mento time. The old huncks Shepherd 
has buried his only fon, who was a young 
huncks come to age. 

POSrSCRIPT. 

Here is a rhime ; it is a latire on an in- 
conftant lover. 
* • You 

\ 
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You are as faithlefs as a Carthaginian^ 
To love at once, Kate^ Nell^Ddl^ Martha^ 
yenny^ Anne. 

A fpecimen of Latinitas Grattaniana* ^ 

Zy^G ludam diabolum fuper duos baculos 
^"^ cum te. 

Voca fuper me eras. 

ProfeSio ego dabo tibi tuum ventrem plenum 
legis. 

Sine mefolum cum illo. Ego capiam teTnpus. 

^luid pejiis velles tu ejfe apud. 

Egofaciam tefumare. 

Due uxor em veni fuper. 

Ego dabo tibi pyxidem in aure. 

Egofaciam tefecarefaltum. 

Verdy veniy folve tuum fcotum^ et fac non 
plura verba. 

Id eji plus expenfi quam veneratio. 

Si tu es pro lege^ dabo tibi legem^ tuum ven- 
trem plenum. 

Ut diabolus voluit habere id. 

^luid materia tecum. 

7u habes vetus prcFverbium fuper tuum latus : 
Nihil eji nunquam inpericulo. 

Cape me apudillud^ et fufpende me. 

Ego capio te apud tuum verbum. 

Tu 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



t^^ LETTERS TO AND 

Tu vents infarti tempore, 

Bfiformofus corporatus homo in facie, 

Efne tufuperjro omni die. 

Morfus: Efne tu ibicum tuis urfi. 

Ilk (fi exfuperfuamjervationem, 

Tu eft career cwis. 

Ego amo mendacem in meo corde^ et tu apt as 

meadcrinem. 
Ego die am tibi quid: hie efl magnus clamor y 

etparva lana. 
^luid! tu esfuper tuumaltum equum^. 
Tu nunquam fervajii tuum verbum. 
Hie eft diabolus et omne agere. 
Vifne tu ejfe tarn bonus ^ quam tuum verbum. 
Ego faeiam porcum vel eanem de id. 
Ego fervo hoe pro pluR)iofo die. 
Ego pojfumfacere id cum digito madido, 
ProjeSio ego habui nuUum manum in id, 
Efne tu in aure nido, 
Tu eji homo extranei renis, 
Precor^ ambula fuper. 
Ego feci amorem virgini honoris, 
' ^luomodo venit id eircumy quod tu ludis fiul- 

tum itaf 
Vos ibiyfae viam pro meo domino, 
Omnes foeii apudpedem pilam, 
Faeminae et linteum afpiciunt optima per 

candelae lueem. 
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LETTER XLII* 

Dr. Swift /(9Z)r. Sheridan. 

I Will on Monday (this is Saturday ^ May 
22, as you will read below in the date) 
fend or talk to Mr. Smith : but I diflruft 
your fanguinity fo much, (by my own de- 
fponding temper) that I know not whether 
that affair of your juftice-fliip be fixed, 
but I fliall know next week, and write or 
aft accordingly. I battled in vain with the 
duke and his clan againft the lowering of 
gold, which is juft a kind fettlement upon 
England of 25,006/. a year for- ever : 
■yet fome of my friends differ from me, 
though all agree that the abfentees will be 
juft j(b much gainers. I am exceflively glad 
that your difficulty of breathing is over ; 
for what is life but breath ? I mean not 
that of our noftrils, but our lungs. You 
muft in fummer ride every half holy-day, 
and go to church every Sunday fome miles 
off. The people oi England are copying 
from us to plague the clergy, but they 

* This fhould have been dated 22 May 1737, but is not. 

T intend 
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intend far to out-do the original. I wifli 
I were to be born next century, when we 
fhall be utterly rid of parfons, of which, 
God be thanked, you are none at prefent j 
and until your bifhop give you a living, 
I will leave off (except this letter) giving 
you the tide of reverend. I did write him 
lately a letter with a witnefs, relating to 
Ids printer of quadrille (did you ever fee 
it?) with which he half ruined Faulkner. 
He promifes (againil his nature) to con-^ 
fider him, but interpofed an exception, 
which I believe will deflioy the whole. 
Mrs. fFhitewaf^c& herfelf airs of loving 
you, but do not truft her too much, iax 
ihe grows difobedient, and &y$ fhe is go- 
ingfor to get another favourite. In fhort, 
fhe calls you names, and has neither Mr. 
nor Dr. on her tongue, but calls you plain 
Sheridan, and pox take you. She is not 
with me now, elfe fhe ..would read this in 
fpight of me ; and between ourfelves, fhe 
fets up to be my governor. I wifh you 
had fent me the chriflain-name oiKnatch- 
hully and I would have writ to him ; but 
I will, fee him on Monday , if he. will be 
vifible. The poem on the legi&n^cluh is fb 

altered 
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altered and enlarged, as I hear (for I only 
faw the original) and fo damnably mur- 
dered, that they have added many of the 
club to tht true number. I hear it is 
charged to me, with great perfonal threa- 
tenings from the puppies offended. Some 
lay they will wait for revenge to their 
next meeting. Others fay the privy-coun- 
cil will fummon the fufpe£tcd author. If 
I could get the true copy I would fend it 
you. Your bifhop writes me word, that 
the real author is manifeft by the work. 

■ Your lofs of flefh is nothing, if it be 

made up with fpirit. God help him who 
hath neither, I mean myfelf I believe I 
(hall fay with Horace^ Nm omnis mortar ; 
for half my body is already fpent. 

LETTER XLIIL. 

Dr. SWIFT /o Mr. Pope. 

Dublin, April 2% 17J9. 

DEAR SIR, 

THE gentleman who will have the 
honour to deliver you this, although 
he be one related to me, which is by no 

T 2 means 
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means any fort of recommendation ; for 
I am utterly void of what the world calls 
natural afFed:ion, and with good reafon, 
becauie they are a numerous race degene- 
rating from their anceftors, whp were of 
good efteem for their loyalty and fuffer- 
ings in the rebellion againil king Charles 
the firft. This coufm of mine, who is fo 
defirous to wait on you, is named Deam 
Smfty becaufe his great-grandfather by 
the grandmother's fide was admiral Z)^<!zw, 
who having been one of the regicides, had 
the good fortune to fave his neck by dying 
a year or two before the reftpration. 

I have a great efteem for Mr. Deam 
Swift^ who is much the moft valuable of 
any in his family: he was fiirft a ftudent 
in this univerfity, and finiflied his ftudies 
in Oxford^ where Dr. King principal of 
St. Mary Hall affured me, that Mr. Swift 
behaved himfelf with good reputatbn and 
credit : he hath a very good tafte for wit, 
writes agreeable and entertaining verfes, 
and is a perfedt mafter, equally ikilled in 
the beft greek and roman authors. He hath 
a true fpirit for liberty, and with all thefe 
advantages is extremely decent and modeft. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Sisoift is heir to the little paternal 
eftate of our family at Goodrich in Here~ 
fordjhire. My grandfather was fo perfe- 
cuted and plundered two and fifty times 
by the barbarity KiiCrcmwelVs hellifh crew 
(of which I find an account in a book 
called Mercurius Rujlicus) that the poor 
old gentleman was forced to fell the bettei;; 
half of his eflate to fupport his family. 
However three of his fons had better for- 
tune ; for coming over to this kingdom, 
and taking to the law, they all purthafed 
good eflates here, of which Mr. Deane 
Swift hath a good fhare, but with fome 
incumbrance, 

I had a mind, that this young gentle- 
man fhould have the honour of being 
known to you, which is all the favour I 
afk for him ; and that if he flays any time 
longer in London than he now intends, you 
will permit him to wait on you fometimes. 

my deareji friendy 
your moft obedient y 

andmojl humble fervant^ 
■ ... ^ J. SWIFT. 
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A prayer ufed by, the dean for Mrs, John- 
fon in her laji Jicknefsy written Od. 17, 
1727. 

MOST merciful father, accept our 
humbled prayers in behalf of this 
thy languifliing fervant : forgive the fins, 
the frailties and infirmities of her life paft. 
Accept the good deeds flie hath done in 
fuch a maimer, that, at whatever time 
thou fhalt pleafe to call her, flie may be 
received into everlafting habitations. Give 
her grace to continue fincerely thankful 
to thee for the niany favours thou haft 
beftowed upon her, the ability and incH- 
nation and pra6tice to do good, and thofe 
virtues, which have procured the efteem 
and love of her friends, and a moft un- 
fpotted name in the world. O God, thou 
difpenfeft thy blefllngs and thy punifii- 
ments as it becometh infinite juftice and 
mercy ; and fince it was thy pleafiire to 
afflid her with a long, conftant, weakly 
ftate of health, make her truly fenfible, 
that it was for very wife ends, and was 
largely made up to her in other blef- 
fings more valuable and lefs common. 

Continue 
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Continue to her, O Lord, that firmnels 
and conftancy of mind, wherewith thou 
haft moft gracioufly endowed her, toge- ' 
ther with that contempt of worldly things 
and vanities, that (he hath fhewn in die 
whde condudof her life. O all-powerfujl 
Being, the leaft motion of whoie will can 
create or deftroy a woHd ; pity us, the 
mournful friends of thy diftrefled fervent, 
who finks under the weight of her prefeht 
condition, and the fear of lofing the moft 
valuable of our friends : reftore her to us, 
O Lwd, if it be thy gracious will, or in- 
fpire us with conftancy and refignation, to 
fupport ourfelves under fo heavy an af- 
flidion. Reftore her, O Lord, for the fake 
of tho& poor, who by lofing her will be 
defolate ; and thofe fick, who will not only 
want her bounty, but her care and tend- 
ing ; or eUe, in thy mercy, raife up fome 
other in her place with equal difpofition 
and better abilities. Leflen, O Lord, we 
befeech thee, her bodily pains, or give her 
a double ftrength of mind to lupport them. 
And if thou wilt foon take her to thyfelf, 
turn our thoughts rather upon that feli- 
city, which we hope fhe ihaJl enjoy, than 

T 4 upon 
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upon that unfpeakable lofs we ftiall endure. 
Let her memory be ever dear unto us ; 
and the example of her many virtues, ais 
far a$ human infirmity will admit, our 
conftant imitation. Accept, O Lord, thefe 
prayers poured from the very bottom of 
our hearts, in thy mercy, and for the me- 
rits of our blefled Saviour. .Snen, 

Another^ written Nov. 6, 1727. 

O Merciful Father, who never afflideft 
thy children, but for tKeir own good, 
and with juftice, over which thy mercy 
always prevaileth, either to turn them to 
repentance, or to punifli them in the pre- 
fent life, in order to reward them in a 
better ; take pity, we befeech thee, upon 
this thy poor afflided fervant, languifh- 
ing fo long and fo grieyoufly. under the 
weight of thy hand. Give her ftrength, O 
Lord, to fupport her weaknefs ; and pa- 
tience to endure her pains, without re- 
pining at thy corre<3:ion. Forgive every 
rafli and inconfiderate cxpreflion, which 
her anguifK may at any time force from 
her tongue, while her heart continueth in 

an 
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an entire fubmiflion to thy will. Supprefs 
in her, O Lord, all eager defires of life,* 
and leflen her fears of death, by infpiring 
into her an humble, ytt aflured hope of 
thy mercy. Give her afincere repentance 
for all her tranfgreflions and omiflions, 
and a firm relblution to pafs the remainder 
of her life in endeavouring to her utmoft 
to obferve all thy precepts. We befeech 
thee likewife to compofe her thoughtsi; 
and preferve to her the ufe of her memory 
and rpafpn, during the, courfe of her fick- 
nefs. Give her a true conception of the 
vanity, folly, and infignificancy of all hu- 
man things ; and ftrengthen her fo as to 
beget in her a fincei'e love of thee in the 
midft of her fufferings. Accept, and im- 
pute all her good deeds, and forgive her 
all thofe offences againft thee, which fhe 
hath fincerely repented of, or through the 
frailty of memory hath forgot. And now, 
O Lord, we turn to thee in behalf of our- 
felves, and the reft of her forrowful friends. 
Let not our grief afflid: her mind, and 
thereby have an ill effeft on her prefent 
diftemperJ Forgive the forrow and weak- 
jiefs of thofe among us, who fink under 

the 
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the grief and terror of lofing (o dear and 
ufeful a friend. Accept and pardon our 
moft eameft prayers and wifhes for her 
lon^ continuance in this evil world, todo 
what thou art pleafed to call thy fervice, 
and is only her bounden duty ; that fhe 
may be ftill a comfort to us, and to all 
others, who will want the benefit of her 
converfation, her advice, her good offices, 
or her charity. And fince thou haft pro- 
mifed, that, where two or three are ga- 
thered together in thy name, thou wilt be 
in the midft of them, to grant their re- 
queft ; O gradous Lord, grant to us who 
are here met in thy name, that thofe re- 
quefts, which in the utmoft fincerity and 
cameftnefs of our hearts we have now 
made in behalf of this thy diftrefled fer- 
vant, and of ourfelves, may dSsStaaHQy be 
anfwered; through the merits of ye/us 
Chrifi our Lord. Amen. 



A LETTEH 
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ALE TTER. 

DOCTOR, 

T TR E verem is as Jit amanto tellus toris 
^^ ajfu It is as illi gejiome. E veri Icedi 
is a prat a pace : fum arjo denti i curfum at 
a venture, Amanto mari ad rapida cetis a 
mitifolli. Ime metum at Annibal. Atu es 
defe nitefedito a kedi in cum pani off a de- 
latorisy pteejit in mi lapfu» DiBi camina 
furiatuSy or to prteventus: his cot is velvet as 
fine affa hero. Hifirix arfi> rudi cantahit en 
durum. His arfis ne ver atqui et. Cafi^ de 
vilis in uti fo ra puppi. Pr<e heris anfer, 
Surfum denis agrum^ agrosy aras calli^ as 
aujiy an empti, an das curvi tori. Apaca^ 
toris fat at fuperbiuSy fed ito Die, Serra., 
arugOy origOy 1 mares mi angor in aslapitha 
belli : I promiffu as fur as urina gaudi coti 
intendit ; fori de tejia vi olent parti rogas 
mi ene mi. As fur as venifonis fit for a pafiu 
Ima denife ; far ab vue ad rumor y of;api-^ 
pery «ra caper in far tor, Sed ito an ebur 
necfio mifi de ; AgOy arundo formica w, 
lataho beat mi merci. Ifeda punis mi de lite^ 
ora cupa claret 'y andi ccefofore ver, Alludo 

die 
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die ijio callus or as calido dent it. Dicfedi in 

^gery cantu ride mi mare inani para bootesy 

or a nuperafuesf Die has hyem's in his pate. 

His cum pani i tecum fora veri feilicet 

puppis : iras cullum tuenti times a de. Die 

fedy i amaboy ifedi detejlabo^ ifindit : cantu 

curabo f Prcedixit an do t elites fum tales. 

Cannibal aftido f Olet Serapis in ure bootes : 

Olet hircum. A curru artis apparent. As 

Jine as ure cot is y itis as Gneci affa candelis ; 

not a fum tutis habet forabo. Atlas tu fed\ 

Serra diSliy fenfu arfo rude tomis ter deni 

fey ure nos in mi ars. 

Prcefe DpEiory mujli vift mi parfonas i 
intenditf I definit a tues de nite nee flat his 
labora tori; an de at mi fuperaturus. 

. Itis ab ova forte nite agojinceri ritu not is 
offa define tomus ter almi tori parti at fuper. 
Sey mufti bifes forum y or no f An ehur omine 
hasfumverifineftipeii I pr^eubifumtofata 
porcas i intendatfum time for a meriEs tery 
or at Crifta mas de. As tomipesy i iwum redi 
inatro. 

Is dicor is mari deflet m^ tecum in tomi 
cum ^pani ; formidinis in mi pate. Fori 
cantherina dea bellet alpha quarter offa miles 
diftans. 

Sed 
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Sed ito dic^ prceis mi l^di Man abut ornof 
Herts anfer \ 0, as f eras ah lac amore^ af- 
fuetas Ajaxy as meri as an apis^ an das re- 
dito fartas a marina rodis. 

Prtebe fpecus afatur de nee Jidt fupera- 
turus rime beaturus Tori rori^ as nuri ajfa 
piper. 

Res tore mi in cornu currujlolafatur de. 
Udi ditife^ andasfuras agunto^ it ijios ha- 
mus. Jme comi tuto nugator inani gelu de- 
fervit. Atlas tu me fufferat a gaUus for a 
robur. Itis veri es ito paca juri. Cani fe 
imas Indis Creta manas ubif I cam. Prce 
fur do me juflis. Sed ito dixit quietas alam^ 
Senfu arfo perinea nata ni time triumpho 
veroproetorj itis not at alto me. I valuit nota 
quarto vale. 

Mi puppi is folaminis legas i cantufm 
inani errant. 

Seras de lite iflo flat ter. Afjlat error is 
redito put a nos inani ars. ' Serafedi^ pullus 
fum fruitor l(etus pullum^ an apri coxa bitu- 
men de lite in. Ire aliment a civi lite for a 
Icediy butio nimis ' tecum. Itis inveni findito 
trito humor em. Itis as longa timeas ire mem- 
bra jumento fume for a det: At ipji rogato 
poto vale : Uno lo nomen agro at. I meto 

non 
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mm eft at urna^ a fit mi en emi\ an di pedit 
in hifco in. 

Sinciput Eumenides ago in afuari^ lam- 
bicum more care fulto repent it> Atomy 
cantu admen fit fira mericumpanif Atri 
firumy prado. Finalis mide lite. bruit as 
fine ajfts inani citi, Ure car is in ops notabit 
fufii. Aduncis mi de lite, juftas a partais 
uresy Iherumy I en cur agey an difecundum 
in almifiollisy fora de orfo. 

Tomi ad vlfu tor is torifque not a peni in- 
ani Hanno veri an inter efi. Arma gefti 
Caro Una has no credit. An das tomi Geor- 
gica notabit en dure. Mi cur doSior toral 
ordinis nupera bootes. 

Mifer vi ceto ure datur An, Pra rem 
emb^io her a peni. I fum times caftas ipfi 
ater. I mis terat urus. 

Siriamy 
Satur de at nite. 

' Ures, 



A con- 
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A confultatim of four phyjiciam upon a lord 
that was dying. 

Firfi DoSior. 

IS his honor fie ? Prae laetus feHs puis. It 
do es beat veds loto de. 

Second DoSior, No notis as qui cafli e 
ver fel tu metri it. Inde edit is as faftas an 
alarum, ora fire bellat nite. 

'Third DoBor. It is veri hi. 

Fourth DoSior. Noto contra diAu in mi 
juge mentitis veri loto de. It is as orto ma- 
ladi fum callet. Here e ver id odo reti 
refto a par lori na mel an cOli poft ure. 
— Firji DoSior. It is a me gri mas I opi ne. 

Second DoSior. No do<3:o rite quit fora 
quin fi. Heris a plane fim tomo fit. So- 
rites Para celfus : prae re adit. 

FirJi DoSior. Nono dodlor I ne ver quo ■ 
te aqua cafu do. 

Second DoSior. Sum arfo: Mi autoris 
no ne. 

iTnrdDoBor. No quare lingat prae fenti 
des ire. , His honor is fie oflTa colli- cafure 
as i fit hcTf . 

Fourth 
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Fourth DoSior. It is aether an atro plii 
ora colli cafu fed : Ire membri re ad it in 
dodor me ades efle, here itis. 

Third DoSior. I ne ver re ad apage ihit, 
no re ver in tendit. 

Second DoSior, Feme lis ofFa qui te de- 
ferent noti o nas i here. 

Firji DoSior, Notis ab ludi fluxit is veri 
plene. 

Second DoSior, I fits a fluxit me re qui 
re ac lis ter. 

Third DoSior, la ver his cafis venere a 
lafli difco ver edit in as banc cor; an .da 
poli pus in his no fe. An di fit be as i c^tis, 
ago no rea me en fue. 

Firji DoSior. It is ad ange rus calas ani. 

Fourth DoSior, I mus tellure alitis ago 
uti humor in his belli. Hi fto mado is 
empti. 

Fourth DoSior. It me bea pluri fi ; avo 
metis veri pro per fora manat his age. 

Second DoSior. Ure par donat prefenti 
des ire; his dis eas is a cataride clare it. 

Third DoSior. Atlas tume findit as tone 
in his quidnies. 

Fourth DoSior. It is alea pro fi fora uti 
fe. Prae hos his a poti curi? cantu tellus. 

Ab 
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Ablis ter me bene oefla rifum decens. Itis 
as urem edi in manicas es. 

innrd DoSiof. I findit ifto late tot hinc 
ofFa rem edi; fori here his honor is de ad. 

Second DoSior. His time is cum. 

Firfi DoSior. Is it trudo ut hinc. 

Fourth DoSior. It is veri certa in. His 
par is belii fto ringo ut foris de partu re. 

Tinrd DoSior, Nae, i fis ecce lens is de 
ad liEBtus en dum apri efto prae foris fok. 
His honor has bina cato liquor a de ifti here. 

Firfi DoSior, Alor dis fiim times as tingi 
as an ufu reris. 

Second DoSior, A pi ftolis aUigo time a 
verbi mi at en danis fora forti nite. 

Ihrd DoSior, O mei ne vera tendo na 
nil ordinis fie nes ani more. 

Fourth DbBor, Api ftolis ne a quin a 
nil ordo fis qua liti ; fiim pes fore times 
more. It iftos mala fito a dodor o fiis hie. 

Second DoSior.. Lsetus paco fitis time. 

Firfi DoSior. Abigo ditis hi time inde 
editis forus alto fallas campe ringo fas faftas 
aiato ut ofFa da in ; fori fera bea tinge veri 
minute ; bimi folido. His lac quis, an das 
turdis auffi fto ut valet is rea di forus. 

Second DoSior. Ali fens ab aft in a do, 
fori here ano is at adis ftans. 

U A humourous 
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A humourous letter to Dr. Sheridan, on eg 
literalia fcheme of writing, 

SIR, 

AS you are a famous inftruftor of youth 
in the learned languages, I cannot 
doubt of your being willing to encourage 
all ufeful inventions, that may further im- 
prove knowledge. I have oftoi lamented 
the unneceflary lofs of time we fufFer in 
tranfcribing our thoughts by dividing our 
words into fyllables, and writing the 
vowds at lengtli, which {o frequently oc- 
cur ; that although they be but five, yet 
by occurring fo frequently as they do,, 
they double our labour. Befides the great 
lofs of paper, pens, and ink, which many 
among the learned are not fo well able to 
Ipare. 

I confefs, that in this polite and learned 
age of ours, many laudable attempts have 
been made for fome remedy againft this 
evil; partly by abbreviating words with 
apoftrophesj and partly by lopping the 
polyfyllables, leaving only one or two at 
moft j as thus. 'Tis 'n't, 't'nt, won't, can't, 

poz> 
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pbz, 'pon, rep*, phis, and many niore. 
But alas, thefe are poor expedients and do 
not go tb th6 rbot of the dileafe. 

My fchenle is much more uleful and 
extenfive. Although I cohfefs myfelf not 
to be altogether the origihal invertter. For 
I obferve, that the ingenious gentlemen 
who play at Whites chocolate-houfe, have 
fbme imperfect idea of it; and I havefeen 
fottie inftances of it many years older, but 
veryimperfed. By thefe examples, I have 
thefe nine years paft been confidering the 
force of letters in our alphabet with rela- 
tion to each other; as fchool-miftrefles 
teach young children to pronounce them: 
in their horn-books, which is in this man- 
ner, A, Be or Bee, See, Dee, E, Ef, Geei 
Each or Ach, 1 or Eye, Ka or Key, El, 
Em, En, O, Pee or Pe, Qu or Cue, Are 
or Err, Efs, Tee or Tea, U or You, Double 
U or Double You, Ex, Wy, Izzard. Now 
this, I iky, the very gaming lords at the 
chocolate-houfes have already fome im- 
perfed: notion of, as far as concerns the 
vowels. The fame thing alfo men of bufi- 
nefs. are not ignorant of, for thus three 
vowels fliall ftand, with the fum affix- 

U 2 ed, 
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ed, for a good promiflbry note, I O U 

In fliort, you need only read the letters 
a^ they are pronounced by boys and girls, 
when they are taught firft to read, as A, 
Bee, Cee; and fix letters (hall go as far as 
ten. This is only for difpatch in writing; 
of which take the following fpecimcns. 
But I have materials for a treatife to con- 
trad: words in fpeaking, which as this 
finds encouragement, I fli^l publifli after- 
wards. 

A letter to your mijlrefs. 

DR In ur a but; I ftm u a dit. Ur 
mpr ndurs. O b ur but ndls. A tr 
faces ur but. Ur a gm; a gul; a rub. I c 
abpquri: Ibchutkarouri, Icq 
u a r med. U r etn; u r yy. U r aprs. I 
c a pr b for u. I dfir ur pt, ur gnrofet ; ur 
pr^quit; dene, enerit, fablit, ur xlnes apr. 
Ur a qrioet. Ritr nobis ur log. Ur a qn 
ma. Ur but dfis apis a pntr. I c ur but 
pres ur nmi. 



Another 
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Another letter in the literalia^^. 

BT, ur nt; u diil ur krks dli. I 9 ur a 
grr. I ph u. I aqqu. Ur nmii aqq u. 
Mli aqqs u. Q_pd d ii i u. U r r r mprs* 
U th kt O g m ni ! u a thr. u th a br. Ur 
ri. I d fi u. I fk p u. I fq ii. Ik tquis m\ 
U a but. Ur re a but. U rfmbl ur Idr eftr 
kt on. I rmmbr dr Ptf . On Sqir. B guptr 
I c ur gloc. Q^ep ur tmpn 

A punning Epistle <?» Money, 

Worthy Mr, Pennyfeather, 

TV/Tad AM yohnfin has been very ill ufed 
-*-"-^ by her fervants ; they put Ihillings 
into her broth inftead of groats, which 
made her ftamp. I hear they had them 
from one 'font Ducket y a tenant to major 
Noble^ who I am told is reduced to nine- 
pence. We are doubting whether we fhall 
dine at the Crown or the Angel, Honeft 
Mark Cohy who has been much moydored 
of late, will dine with us, but 'Iquire Ma- 
nypenny and captain Sterling defire to be 
cxciifed, for they are engaged with Ned 

U 3 Silver 
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Silver to dine in Change-alley. They live 
in great har-mony, thiey met all-together 
laft week, and fate as lovingly as horfes in 
a po^id. I fuppofe you have heard of the 
rino-ceros lately arrived here. A captain 
was cafli-eered on Wednefday. A fcaven-r 
ger abufed nie this morning, but I made 
}iim down with his duft„ which indeed 
was a far-thing from my intentions, Mrs. 
"Brent had a pi-ftole from her j I would 
a' ginny'e a good deal for fuch another, 
Mrs. Dinghy has made a foufe for your 
collared eel. Alderman C^ prefents his 
fervice to you. I have nothing but halfr 
pens to write with, fo that you muft ex- 
9ufe this fcrawL One of my feals fell into 
a chink. I ^n?, without ^lay, 

Totir mojl obedient^ 

TOM. MITE, 

P. S. Mr. Cole prefents his feryiee tq 



f 



ou, of which I am a-teller. 



A L O Y E- 
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A LOVE-SONG. 

Apud in is altni des ire^ 
Mimis tres I ne ver re qui re^ 
Ah verijindit a geftisy 
His miferi ne ver at rejlis, 

^EPIGRAMfl«ptC. 

DiCy her is agro at^ an da quarto finale^ 
For a ringat ure noSy an da firing at ure tale. 

Cum multisy aliis quae nunc^ etc* 



y^ L E T T E B^from a gentleman in the 
country to his friend in town. 

De t& 

Fabula narratur, 
SIR, 

A S you have been pleafed very gene- 
•^— ^ roufly to honour me with your 
friendfhip, I think my felf obliged to throw 
off all difguife, and difcover to you my 
real circuraftances, which I fhall do with 
all the opennefs and freedom imaginable. 
You will be furprized at the beginning of 

y 4 n»y 
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my ftory, and think the whole a joke ; but 
you may depend upon its being adually 
true, and, if need were, I can bring the 
parfon of the pariih to teftify the fame. 

You muft know then, that at this pre- 
fent time I live in a poor, little, forry 
houfe of clay, that ftands upon the wafte, 
as other cottages do, and, what is worft 
of all, am liable to bp turned out at a mi- 
nute's warning. It is a fort of a copyhold 
tenure, and the cuftom of the manor is 
this : For the firft thirty years I ani to pay 
no rent, but only to do fuit and fervice, 
and attend upon the courts, which are 
kept once a week, and fometimes oftener : 
for twepty years after this I am to pay a 
rofe every yearj and further than this, 
during the remainder of my life, I am to 
pay a tooth, (which you will lay is a whim- 
ileal kind of acknowledgment) every two 
or three years, or oftener, if it be demand- 
ed : and when I have nothing more tp pay, 
<mt muft be the word, and it will not be 
long ere my perfon will befeized. I might 
have had my tenement (fuch as it is) upon 
better terms, if it had not been for a fault 
of my great-grandfather:, he and his wifb 

together, 
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togedier, with the advice of an ill neigh- 
bour, were concerned in robbing an or- 
chard belonging to the lord of the manw, 
an4 fo forfeited this great privilege, to my 
forrow I am fure : but however I muft do 
as well as I can, and fliall endeavour to 
keep my houfe in tolerable repair. 

My kitchen, where I drefs my victuals, 
is a comical little roundifli fort of a room, 
fomewhat like an oven ; it anfwers very 
well to the purpole it was defigned for, 
and that is enough. My garrets (or rather 
my cock-lofts indeed) are very, indifferent- 
ly fumifhed; but they are rooms which 
few people regard now, uolefs tg lay lum- 
ber in ; however, I make fhift to rub on 
in my little way, and^ when rent-day 
comes, I muft fee and difcharge it as well 
as I can. 

Whenever. I am turned out, I under- 
ftand my lodge, or whatever you pleafe to 
call it, defcepds upon a low-fpirited creep- 
ing femily, remarkable for nothing, but 
being inftrumental in advancing the repu- 
tation of the great Moor'^ in J&church- 

* An ^thecary in London^ remarkable for felling worm- 

lane; 
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lane : but be that as it will : I have one 
ihug apartment, that lies on the left fide 
of my houfe, which I referve for my chief- 
eft friends. It is very warm, where you 
will always be a welcome gueft, and you 
may depend upon a lodging, as long as 
the edince (hall be in the tenure and oc- 
cupation of, 

5IR, 

Tour bumbk feroant, 

A LETTER, 
7oi)nHELSHAM. 

Ncm. 2 3, at night, 1 7 3 1, 
SIR, 

HEN I left you, I found myfelf of 



w 



the grape's juice fick 
I'm fo full of pity, I never abufe fick; 
And the patienteft patient that ever you 

knew fick ; 
Both when I am purge-flck, and when I 

am fpew-fick. 

I ipitie4 
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J pitied my cat, whom I knew by hq: 

mew fick; 
She mended at iirft, but now ihe's a-new 

fick. 
Captain Butler made fome in the church 

black and blue fick ; 
Pean Crofs, had he preach'd, would hav? 

made us all pew-fick. 
Are Rpt you, in a crowd, when you fwe^t 

and new, fick ? 
Lady Santry got out of the church whep 

• fhe grew fick, 
And, as faft as fhe could, to the deanry 

flew fick. 
Mifs Mcrice was (I can ^flure you 'tis true) 

fick : 
For, who would not |?e ii) that numerous 

crew fick ? 
Such mufick would make a f^tick or jew 

fick: 
Yet, ladies arp feldom at ofphre or ///^ fick ; 
No^ is old Nanny Shales *, whene'er fhe 

does brew, fick. 
}Ay footman came hom^ ff^om thci church 

of a bruife fick, 

'" • yi^f Gr09n ijttfr Belcamp a Clcnfitih. 

And 
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And look*d like a rake, who was made in 

the ftews fick; 
But you learned dodors can make whom 

you chufe fick. 
Poor I myfelf I was, when I withdrew, 

fick, 
For the fmell of them made me like gar- 
lick and rue fick. 
And I got thro* the crowd, tho' not led 

by a clew, fick. 
You hop*d to find many (for that was 

your cue) fick ; 
But, there were not a dozen (to give 'em 

their due) fick, 
And thofe to be fiire, ftuck together like 

glew, fick. 
So are ladies in crowds, when they fqueeze 

and they fcrew, fick. 
You may find they are all, by their yellow 

pale hue, fick; 
So am I, when tobacco, like Rohiftyi chew, 
fick. 
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To Dr. SHBKID AN. 

Nffu. 23, at night. 

If I write any more, it will make my poor 

mufe fick. 
This night I came home with a very cold 

dew fick, 
And Iwifli I may foon be not of an ague 

fick; 
But I hope I fliall ne'er be, Hke you, of at 

fhrew fick, 
Who often has made me, by looking aA 
. cue, fick. 

A LETTER, 

T^jDr. HelshaM, 

SIR, 
Pray difcruciate what follows : 

THE dulleft beaft, and gentleman's 
liquor. 
When youn^ is often due to the vicar. 

The dulleft of beafts, and (wine's delight. 
Make up a bird very fwift of flight. 

The 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



301 LEtTERS to AlfJE> 

The dulleft beaft when high in flature, 
And another of royal nature, 
For breeding is a ufefiil creature* 

The dulleft beaft, and a pirty dittteft, 
When too long, is bad at beft. 

The dulleft beaft, and the faddle it wears, 
Is good for partridge, not for hares. 

The dulleft beaft and kind voice of a cat, 
Will make a horfe go, tho* he be not fat. 

The dulleft of beafts and of birds in the air, 
Is that by which all iri/htnen fwear. 

The dulleft beaft and fam'd college fcM" 

TeagueSy 
Is a perfbn very unfit for intrigues. 

The dulleft beaft and a cobler's tool, 
With a boy that is only fit for fchool, 
In {ummer is very pleafant and cool. 

The dulleft beaft, and that which you kifs. 
May break a limb of mafter or mifs. . 

Of ferpent-kind, and what at diftance kills. 
Poor miftrefs Dingky oft hath felt its bills. 

The 
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The dulleft beaft, and eggs unfound, 
Without it I rather would walk on the 
ground. 

The dulleft beaft and what covers a houfe. 
Without it a writer is not worth a loule. 

The dulleft beaft, and Scandalous vermin, 
Of roaftorboil'd,tothehungry is charming. 

The dulleft beaft, and what's cover'd with 

cruft, 
There's nobody but a fool that Would truft. 

The dulleft beaft mending highways. 
Is to a horfe an evil difeafe. 

The dulleft beaft and a hole in the ground. 
Will drels a dinner worth five pound. 

The dulleft beaft, and what dodors pretend. 
The cook-maid often has by the end. 

The dulleft beaft and fifh for lent 

May give you a blow you'll for ever repent 

The dulleft beaft and a jQiameful jeer, 
Without it a lady ihould never appear. 

Wednefday night, 
I writ all thefe before I went to bed. Pray 
explain them for me, becaufe I cannot do it. 

Tie 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



304BLUNDERS, etc. OF QOILCA. 

7he Blunders ^Deficiencies ^Diftref- 
fes^ and Misfortunes o/Qvilca, 

Propofed to contain one and twenty volumes 
in quarto. Begun April 20, 1724. To 
Be continued weekly^ if due encouragement 
be given. 

BU T one lock and a half" in the whole 
hpufe. 

The key of the garden door loft. 

The empty bottles all uncleanable. 

The veffels for drink {&h and leaky. 

The new houfe all going to ruin before 
it is finiflied. 

One hinge of the ftreet door broke off, 
and the people forced to go out and come 
in at the back-door. 

The door of the dean's bed-chamber 
full of large chinks. 

The beaufet letting in fo much wind 
that it almoft blows out the candles. 

The dean's bed threatfening every liight 
to fall under him. 

The little table loofe and broken in the 
joints. 

The 
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The paflages open over head, by which 
the cats pafs continually into the cellar and 
cat the viduals, for which one was tried, 
condemned, and executed by the fword. 

The large table in a very tottering con- 
dition. 

But one chair in the houfe fit for fitting 
on, and that in a very ill ftate of health. 

The kitchen perpetually crowded with 
favages. 

Not a bit of mutton to be had in the 
country. 

Want of beds, and a mutiny thereupon 
among the fervants, till fupplied from Kells, 

An egregious want of all the moft com- 
mon necefiary utenfils. 

Not a bit of turf this cold w-eather, and 
Mrs. yohnfm and the dean in perlbn, with 
all their fervants, forced toafTift at the bog 
in gathering up the wet bottoms of old 
clamps. 

The grate in the ladies bed-chamber 
broke, and forced to be removed, by which 
they were compelled to be without fire, 
the chimney fmoaking intolerably ; and 
■ the dean's great coat was employed to flop 
the wind from coming down the chimney, 

X with- 
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without which expedient they muft have 
been ftarved to death. 

A meflenger fent a mile to borrow an 
old broken tun-difh. 

Bottles ftopt with bits of wood and tow, 
inftead of corks. 

Not one utenfil for a fire, except an old 
pair of tongs, which travels through the 
houfe, and is likewife employed to take 
the meat out of the pot, for want of a 
flefli-fork. 

^very fervant an arrant thief as to vic- 
tuals and drink, and every comer and goer 
as errant a thief of every thiiig he or flie 
can lay their hands on. 

The {pit blunted with poking into bogs 
for timber, and tears the meat to pieces. 

Bellum atque foeminam: or a kitchen 
war between nurfe and a nafty crew of 
both fexes; fhe to preferve order and clean- 
Hnefs, they to deftroy both; and they ge- 
nerally are conquerors. 

April 28. This morning the great fore- 
door quite open, dancing backwards and 
forwards with all its weight upon the lower 
Jiinge, which muft have been broken if the 

dean 
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dean had not accidentally come and re- 
iieved it. 

A great hole in the floor of the ladies 
chamber, every hour hazarding a broken 
leg. 

Two damnable iron fpikes ere£l on the 
dean's bedftead, by which he is in dan- 
ger of a broken fliin at rifing and going to 
bed. 

The ladies and dean's fervants growing 
faftinto the manners and thieveries of the 
natives; the ladies themfelves very much 
corrtipted; the dean perpetually ftorm- 
ing, and in danger of either lofing all his 
flefh, or finking into barbarity for the fake 
of peace. 

Mrs. Dingley full of cares for herfelf, 
and blunders and negligence for her friends. 
Mrs. Johnfon fick and helplefs. The dean 
deaf and fretting; the lady's maid auk- 
ward and clumfy; RoSert Isizy and forget- 
ful ; William a pragmatical, ignorant, and 
conceited puppy; Robin 2cs\d. nurfe the two 
great and only fupports of .the family. 

BeUum laBaeum : or the milky batde, 
fought between the dean and the crew of 
^ilca'i the latter infilling on their privi- 

X 2 lege 
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lege of not milking till eleven in the fore- 
noon ; whereas Mrs. Johnfon wanted milk 
at eight for her health. In this batde the 
dean got the vidlory; but the crew of 
^uilca begin to rebel again ; for it is this 
day almofl ten o'clock, and Mrs. yohnfon 
hath not got her milk. 

A proverb on the lazincfs and lodgings 
of the fervants : He worfe their Jlye^ the 
longer they He, 

Two great holes in the wall of the la- 
dies bed-chamber, juft at the back of the 
bed, and one of them diredlly behind Mrs. 
yohnfon s pillow, either of which would 
blow out a candle in the calmeil day. 



ACha- 
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A CharaSier ofP — te M— H. 

li/i — ■ — has the reputation of moft pro- 
^ "* found and univerfal learning ; this is 
the general opinion, neither can it be ea- 
fily difproved. An old rufty iron-cheft in 
a banker's fhop, ftrongly lockt, and won- 
derful heavy, is full of gold; tliis is the 
general opinion, neither can it be dif- 
proved, provided the key be loft, and 
what is in it be wedged (o clofe that it 
will not by any motion difcover the me- 
tal by the chinking., Doing good is his 
pleafure; and as no man confults another 
in Ijis pleafures, neither does he in this ; 
by his aukwardnefs and unadvifednefs dif- 
appointing his own good defigns. His 
high ftation hath placed him in the way 
of great employments, which, without the 
leaft poliftiuig his native rufticity, have 
given him a tindure of pride and ambi- 
tion. But thefe vices would have paffed 
■' concealed under his natural fimplicity, if 
he had not endeavoured to hide them by 
art. His difpofition to ftudy is the very 
fame with that of an ufurer to hoard up 

X 3 money, 
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money, or of a vicious young fellow to a 
wench : nothing but avarice and evil con- 
cupifcence, to which his conftitution has 
fortunately given a more innocent turn. 
He is fordid and {ufpicious in his dome- 
fticks, without love or hatred; which is 
but reafonable, fince he has neither friend 
ncwr enemy; without joy or grief; in fhort, 
without all paffions but fear, to which of 
all others he hath lead temptation, having 
nothing to get or to lofe ; no pofterity, 
relation, or friend to be folicitous about ; 
and placed by his ftation above the reach 
of fortune or envy. He hath found out 
the fecret of preferring men without de- 
ferving their thanks; and where he dif^ 
penfes his favours to perfons of merit, 
they are lefs obliged to him than to for- 
tune. He is the firft of human race, that 
with great advantages of learning, piety, 
and ftation ever efcaped being a great 
man. That which reliflies beft with him, 
is mixt liquor and mixt company, and 
he is feldom unprovided with very bad 
of both. He is fo wife to value his own, 
health more than other mens noles, fo 
that the moft honourable place at his 

table 
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table is much the worft, elpecially in (uift- 
mer. It has been 'affirmed t^at originally 
he was not altogether devoid of wit, till 
it was extruded from his head to make 
room for other mens rfioughts. He will 
admit a governor, provided it be one who 
IS very officious and diligent, outwardly 
pious, and one that knows how to ma- 
nage and make the mofl of his fear. No 
man will be either glad or fbrry at his 
death, except his fucceflbr. 



X 4 Thought* 
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Thoughts on various Subje&s. 

LAWS penned with the utmoft care 
and exadnefs, and in the vulgar lan- 
guage, are often perverted to w^rong mean- 
ings ; then why fhould we wonder that 
the Bible is fo ? 

Although men are accufed for not know- 
ing their weaknefs, yet perhaps as few 
know their own ftrength. ' 

A man feeing a wafp creeping into a 
vial filled with honey, that was hung oa 
a fruit-tree, faid thus: Why, thou fottifh 
animal, art thou mad to go into the vial, 
where you fee many hundred of your 
kind dying before you ? The reproach is 
juft, anfwered the walp, but not from 
you men, who are fo far from taking ex- 
ample by other people's follies, that you 
will not take warning by your own. If 
after falling feveral times into this vial, 
and efcaping by chance, I fhould fall in 
again, I fhould then but refemble you. 

Thefe ThcugUs and the r'tdan^ cclledion of Contes a 
Bows Mots de Stella that fol- rire and Bons Mots, mention- 
Jow, fcem to be part of She- ed in letter xxxm. 

An 
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An old mifer kept a tame jack-daw, 
that ufed to fteal pieces ef money, and 
hide them in a hole, which the cat ob- 
ferving, afked, Why he would hoard up 
thofe round fliining things that he could 
make no ufe of? Why faid the jack-daw, 
my mafter has a whole cheft-fuU, and 
makes no more ufe of them than I. 

Men are contented to be laughed at for 
their wit, but not for their folly. 

If the men of wit and genius would re- 
folve never to complain in their works of 
criticks and detractors, the next age would 
not know that they ever had any. 

After all the maxims and fyftems of 
trade and commerce, a ftander-by would 
think the affairs of the world were mof^ 
ridiculoufly contrived. 

There are few countries which, if well 
cultivated, would not fupport double the 
number of their inhabitants, and yet fewer 
where one third part of the people are not 
extremely Hinted even in the neceflaries 
of life. I fend out twenty barrels of corn, 
which would maintain a family in bread 
fox a year, and I bring back in return a 
veliel of wine, which half a dozen good 

fellows 
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fellows would drink in lefs than a month 
at the expence of their h^lth and reafon. 

A motto for the jefuits: 
^uae regio in t err is nojiri non plena labor is f 

A man would have but few (pedators, 
if he offered to fhew for three-pence how 
he could thruft a red hot iron into a bar- 
rel of gunpowder, and it fhould not take 
fire*. 

^ueryy Whether churches are not dor- 
mitories of the living as well as of the dead ? 

Harry Killegrew faid to lord JVharton^ 
** You would not Iwear at that rate, if you 
** thou^t you were doing God honour." 

A copy of verfes kept in the cabinet, 
and only fhewn to a few friends, is like a 
vu-gin much fought after and admired; 
but when printed and publifhed, is like a 
common whore, whom any body may 
purchafe for half a crown. 

Lewis the XlVdi of France fpent his 
life in turning a good name into a great. 

Since the union of divinity and huma- 
nity is the great article of our religion, it is 
odd to lee fome clergymen in their writings 
of divinity wholly devoid of humanity. 

» See Thi WimitrtfWmdirs* 

The 
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The epicureans began to Ipread at Rome 
in the empire of Auguftus^ as th^fociniansy 
and even the epicureans too did in England 
towards the end of king Charles the fecond's 
reign; which is reckoned, though very 
abfurdly, our augufian a^. They bodb 
feem to be corruptions occalioned by lu* 
xury and peace, and by politenefs begin* 
ning to decline. 

Sometimes I read a book with pleafure, 
and deteft the author. 

At a bookfeller's (hop forae time ago 
I law a book with this title; Poems by the 
author * of the Choice. Not enduring to read 
a dozen lines, I afked the company with 
me, whether they had ever feen the book, 
dr heard of the poem from whence the 
author denominated himfelf ; they were 
all as ignorant as I. But I find it common 
with thefe fmall dealers in wit and learn- 
ing, to give themfelves a title from their 
firft adventure, as Don ^ixot ufually did 
from his laft. This adfeth from that grekt 
importance which every man flippdeth 
himfelf to be of. 

* The Rev. Mr, Pmfrtu 

One 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



3i6 THOUGHTS ON 

One Dennis, commonly called the cri- 
ticky who had writ a three- penny pamphlet 
againft the power of France, being in the 
country and hearing oi 2ifrench privateer 
hovering about the coaft, although he were 
twenty miles from the fea, fled to town, 
and told his friends, they need not wonder 
at his hafte j for the king of France hav- 
ing got intelligence where he was, had 
fent a privateer on purpofe to catch him*. 
Dr. Gee, prebendary of Wefiminjlery 
who had writ a fmall paper againft popery, 
being obUged to travel for his health, af- 
feded to dilguife his perfon, and change 
his name, as he paffed through Portugal, 
Spain, and Italy ; telling all the englijh he 
met, that he was afraid of being murder- 
ed, or put into the inquifition. He was 
ading the fame farce at Paris, till Mr. 
Prior (who was then fecretary to the am- 
bafly) quite difconcerted the dodor, by 
malicioufly difcovering the fecret, and of- 
fering to engage body for body, that not 
a creature would hurt him, or had ever 
heard of him or his pamphlet. 

♦ See Ah account of the phrenzy ^ John Dennis. 

A cham- 
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A chamber-maid to a lady of my. ac- 
quaintance, thirty miles from London^ had 
the very fame turn of thought, when talk- 
ing with one of her fellow-fervants, fhe 
faid ; " I hear it is all over London already, 
" that I am going to leave rny lady : '* 
and fo had a footman, who being newly 
married, defired his comrade to tell him 
freely what the town faid of it. 

When fomebody was telling a certain 
great minifter, that people were difcon- 
tented; " Poh, faid he, half a dozen fools 
" are prating in a coffee-houfe, and pre- 
" fently think their own noife about their 
** ears is made by the world." 

The death of a private man is generally 
of fo little importance to the world, that 
it cannot be a thing of great importance in 
itfelf ; and yet I do not obferve from the 
practice of mankind, that either philofo- 
phy or nature have fufficicntly armed us 
againft the fears which attend it. Neither 
do I find any thing able to reconcile us to 
it, but extreme pain, Ihame, or defpair ; 
for poverty, imprifonment, ill fortune, 
grief, ficknefs, and old age, do generally 
fail. 

Whence 
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Whence comes the cuftom of bidding 
a woman look upon her apron-ftrings to 
find an excufe ? Was it not irom the apron 
of fig-leaves worn by Eve^ when fhe co- 
vered herfelf, and was the firft of her fex 
who made a bad excufe for eating the for- 
bidden fruit? 

I never wonder to fee men wicked, 
but I often wonder to fee them not a- 
fhamed. 

Do not we fee how eafily we pardon 
our own a<9:ions and padlons, and the very 
infirmities of our bodies; why ftiould it 
be wonderful to find us pardon our own 
dullnefs? 

Dignity and flation, or great riches, are 
in Ibmc fort neceflary to old men, in or-' 
cjer to keep the younger at a diftance, who 
axe otherwife apt to infult them upon the 
Icore of their age. 

There is no vice or folly that requires 
fo much nicety and fkill to manage, as 
vanity j nor any which by ill management 
makes fo contemptible a figure. 

Obfervgtion is an old man's memory. 
Politicks are nothing but corrupti- 
ons, and are confequently of no uf? to a 

good 
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good king or a good miniftry ; for which 
reafbn all courts are (o full of politicks. 

Eloquence fmooth and cutting, is like 
a razor whetted with oil. 

Imaginary evils fooh become real ones 
by induing oui; reflections on them ; as 
he, who in a melancholy fancy fees fome- 
thing like a face on the wall or the wain- 
Icot, can by two or three touches with a 
lead pencil make it look v^ble and agree- 
ing with what he fancied. 

Men of great jwts are often unfortunate 
in the management of publick bufinels, 
becaufe they are apt to go out of the com- 
mon road; by the quicluiefs of their ima- 
gination. This I once faid to my lord Bo- 
lingbrokey and defired he would obfervc, 
that the clerks in his office ufed a fort of 
ivory knife with a blunt edge to divide a 
iheet of paper, which never failed to cut 
it even, only requiring a ftrong hand, 
whereas if they fhould inake ufe of a fharp 
pen-knife, the {harpnefs would make it 
go often out of the creaie, and disfigure 
the paper. 

He who does not provide for his awn houfe, 
.St. Paui&ysyis worfe than an infidel. And 

I think. 
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I think, he who provides only for his own 
houfe, js juft equal with an infidel. 

Jealoufy like fire may fhrivel up horns, 
but it makes them fHnk. 

A footman's hat fhould fly off to every 
body; and therefore Mercury y who was 
Jupiter s footman, had wings fattened to 
his cap. 

When a man pretends love, but courts 
for money, he is like a juggler, who con- 
jures away your fhilling, and conveys fome- 
thing very undecent under the hat. 

All panegyricks are mingled with an 
infufion of poppy. 

I have known men happy enough at 
ridicule, who upon grave fubjeds were 
perfectly fhjpid; of which Dr. Echardoi 
Cambridge, who writ The contempt of the 
clergy , was a great inflance. 

One top of Pamajfus was facred to 
Bacchus-, the other to Apollo. 

Matrimony hath many children; Re- 
pentance, Difcord, Poverty, Jealoufy, 
Sicknefs, Spleen, Loathing, etc. 

Vifion is the art of feeing things invi- 
fible. 

The 
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The two maxims of any great man at 
court are, always to keep his coimtenanc^ 
and never to keep his word. 

I afked a poor man how he did ? He 
iaid, he was Uke a wafhl^, always in de- 
cay. 

Hippocrates, Aph. 32. S^. 6. obfeires, 
that fluttering people are always ilibjed to 
a loofenefs. I wifh phyfidans had power 
to remove the profufion of words in many 
people to the inferior parts. 

A man dreamt he was acuckold ; a friend 
told him it was a bad fign, becaule when 
a dream is true, Virgil lays it pafles through 
the homed gate. 

Love is a flame, and therefore we iay, 
beauty is attradive; becaufephyficiansob- 
ferve that fire is a great drawer. 

Cw^j, the moft honourable name among 
the Romans ; a citizen, a word of contdtnpt 
among us. 

A lady who had gallantries and feveral 
children, told her hufband he was like the 
auftere man, who reaped where he did not 
fow. 

We read that an afs's head was fold for 
eighty pieces of filver; they have been 

Y lately 
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}fde\y ibid ten thoufand times dearer, and 
yet they were never jHore plentiful. 

I muft complain the cards are ill fliuf- 
flfed, till I have a good hand. 
. Very few men do properly live at prefent, 
but are providing to live another time. 

When I am reading a book, whether 
wife or filly, it feems to me to be alive and 
talking to me. 

Whoever liye at a different end of the 
town from me, I look upon as perfons out 
^ the wof Id, and only myfelf and the fcene 
^bout me to be in it. 

When I was young, I thought ^U the 
world as well as myfelf was wholly taken 
yip in diicourfing upon the kft new pky. 
. My lord Cromarty, after fourfcore, went 
to his country-houfe in Scotland, with ^ 
refelution to ftay fix years there and Kve 
thriftily, in order to iave up mcaiey, that 
he might fpend in London. 
; It is faid of the horfes in the vifion, that 
their power was in their mouths and in 
thdr tails. What is faid of horfes in the 
vifion, in reality may be faid of women. 
- Elephants are always drawn fmaller than 
the life, but a flea always larger. 

When 

* 
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Whdi old folks tell us of manypafE^s 
in their- youth betWeai them and their 
company, we are apt to think how much 
happier thofe times were than the prefent. 

Why does the elder fifter dance bare-foot 
when the yoimger is married before ho* ? is 
it notthatfhe may appear fliorter,andceMife- 
quoidy be thoughtyoungerthan the bride? 

No man will take counfeJ, but evwy 
man will take money ; therefore money is 
better than counfel. 

I never yet knew a wag (as die term is) 
who was not a dunce. 

A perfon reading to me a dull poem of 
his own making, I prevailed on him to 
fcratch out fix lines together ; in turning 
over the leaf, the ink being wet, it marked 
as many lines on the other fide ; whereof 
the poet complaining, I bid him be caly, for 
it would be better it thofe were out too. 
' At Windfor I was obferving to my lord 
Bolingbrokey that the tower where die maids 
of honour lodged (who at that tune were 
not voy handfome) was much frequented 
with crows. My lord faid, it was becaufe 
they finelt carricm. 

y 2 Bont 
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Bom Mots dc Stella. 

A Lady of my intimate acquaintance 
both in England and Ireland^ in 
lyhich laft kingdom fhe lived from the 
eighteenth year of her age, twenty-fix 
years, had the mod and fined accomplifii- 
ments of any.perfon I ever knew of either 
fex. It was obferved by all her acquaint- 
ance, that file never failed in company to 
fey the beft thing that was faid, whoever 
was by ; yet her companions were ufually 
perfons of die beft underftanding in the 
kingdom. Some of us, who were her near- 
eft friends, lamented that we never wrote 
down her remarks, and what the French 
call Bom Mots. I will recoiled as many as 
I can remember. 

We were diverting ourfelves at a play 
Called What is it likef One perfon is to 
think, aftd the reft, without knowing the 
thing, to fey what it is like. The thing 
thought on was the Ipleen; flie had faid 
it was like an oyfter, and gave her reaibn 
inmiediately, becaufe it is removed by tak- 
ing fleel inwardly. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Sheridan^ who fquandered more than 
he could afFord, took out his purfe as he 
At by the fire, and found it \m& very hot ; 
ihe faid, the reafon was, that his money 
burnt in his pocket. 

She called to his fervants to know what 
ill fmell was in the kitchen ? they anfwer- 
ed, they were making matches : Well, laid 
ihe, I have heard matches were made in 
heaven, but by the brimftone, one would 
think they were made in hell. 

, After fhe had been eating ibme Iweet 
thing, a little of it happened to ftick on 
her lips; a gentleman told her of it, and 
offered to lick it pffj Ihe faid. No fir, I 
th*nk yovi.i I have a tongue of my own. 

In the late king'3 time, a gentleman 
sSk<hd Jervas the painter, where he lived 
in London f he anAvered, next door to the 
king (fcM- his houfe was near St. 'James s)» 
The other wondering how that could be; 
fhe faid. You miftake Mr, Jervas^ for 
he only means next door tp the fign of z. 
king, . 

A gendeman who had been very filly 
and pert in her company, at laft began to 
grieve at remembering the lofs of a child 

Y 3 lately 
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ktely dead. A biftiop fitting by comfoTted 
him; that he fliould be esjy, becaufe the 
child was gone to heaven. No, my lord, 
iays (he, that is it which moil grieves him, 
becaufe he is fure never to fee his chilci 
there. 

Having fcen fome letters wtk by a king 
in a very large hand, and fome perfona 
Wondering at them, fhe faid it confirmed 
the old faying, 7})at kings hadlong hands. 

Dr. Sheridan famous for punning, in- 
tending to fell a bargain, laid, he had 
made a very good pun. Some body a(ked, 
what it was? He anfwered, my a — The 
other taking offence, fhe infilled the dodor 
was in the right, for every body knew that 
J)unning was his blind fide. 

When fhe was extremely ill, her -phy-: 
ficians faid. Madam, you are near the 
bottom of the hill, but we will endeavour 
to get you up again. She anfwered. Doc- 
tor, I fear I fhall be out of breath before I 
get up to the top. 

A dull parfon talking of a very (mart 
thing faid to another parfon as he came 
out of the pulpit, he was hammering a 
long time, but could not remember th? 
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jeft; fhe being impatient faid, I remember 
it very well, for I was there, and the 
words were thefe: Sir, you have been 
blundering at a ftory this half hour, and 
can neither make head nor tail of it. 

A very dirty, clergyman of her ac- 
quaintance who aiFeded fmartnefs and re- 
partee, was afked by fome of the company 
how his nails came to be fo dirty? He 
was at a lofs, but Ih? folved the difficulty, 
by faying, the dodor's nails grew dirty by 
fcratching himfelf. 
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Ixion impiousy lewd, profane^ 
Bright Juno woody but ixmdin vain. 
Long had he languifDd for the danuy 
'Itll Jove at length to quench hisflamey 
Some fay for fear^ fomefay for pityy 
Sent him a cloudy like Juno pretty y 
As like as if^twere drawn hy painters y 
On which he got a race ^Centaurs, 
/ibite^ qupth Venus. 
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SE EI NG it is of late become a faidiion 
in town in writing to all the world, 
to addrefs to you, our focietj oi femah 
fr^ mafmi has alfo du^n you for out 
printer \ and fo, without preface, art, or 
embellifhment (for trudi and a fhort paper 
needs ncaie of them) omt fimaie lodge has 
the whole rayftery as well as any hidge %a, 
Europe^ with properinfiru£tionsin writing; 
and, what will fcem more ftrangc to you-^ 
without the leaft trnit o( petyury. By tl\i« 
time any reader who is a ftu^^ will, I 
know, laugh, and not without indignation^ 
But that matters not much, our fex has 
long owed yours this good turn : you re- 
fufed to admit queen EBzahethy and even 
^minamfs queen of Bcdylon, though each 
of ^em (without punmngj had a great 
deal of male fiejb upon their bodies ; bui: 
^t laft you will be rorced to own we have 
it; and thus it was we came by it. 

A gendeman, who is a great friend to 
^ our ^]len3^^ who has iince in(lru(9td. 

>nd 
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and formed us into a kdge^ and who we 
therefore call our guardian^ fell in lately 
with a lodge of free mafons at Omagh in 
XJlfier. They preffed him hard to come 
into their fociety, ind at length prevailed. 
They wanted an Old Tejla?nent to fwear 
him by. The innkeeper s Bible having both 
Old and New bound up together, would 
not do : for the free mafon^ oath being of 
much older date dian the New Teflament^ 
that is from the building oiSolomms tem- 
ple (for till dien it was but a proteftation 
well larded over with cnrfes and execrations) 
they are always fworn on the OldTefla-^ 
men f, only. Thty offer to buy the fellow's 
Bi^kf he confents; but finding they were 
to cut away the New Tefiament from the 
Old^ concluded them at once a pack of 
prophane wretches, and very pioufly re- 
fcued his Bible, This cuftom of fwearing 
on the Old Tejlament only is what has 
given birth to the vulgar error, That^r^^ 
mafons renounce the New Teflament^ So 
they proceed €m the reft of the ceremony, 
deferring the oath till next morning, one 
of them having an Old Xefiament for the 
purpofe at his houfeJiard by« This, it J5 

true. 
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true, was a heinous blunder againft the 
canons oi free mafonry. But the gentle- 
men were far gone in punch and whijky. 
In fhort, our friend and prefent guardian 
is made a free but unfwom mafon^ and \<^s 
three hours gone on his joumejr next morn- 
ing, before the vasxrj free mafons awoke 
to fend for their OldTeftamenf, and, what 
was worfe, they had taught him the form 
of the oath, againft he was to (wear in the 
morning. 

Now, as to the fecret words and fignals 
ufed among^r^^ mafons^ it is to be obferv- 
ed, that in the bebrew alphabet (as our 
guardian has informed our lodge in writ- 
ing) diere are four pair of letters, of which 
each pair is fo Uke, that at firft view, they 
feem to be the fame, Beth and Caph, Gi- 
me/ and Nun^ Cheth and Thau, Daleih and 
Refch, and on thefe depend all their fignals 
and grips. 

Gheth and Thau are fhaped like two 
{landing gallowfes, of two legs each ; when 
two mafons accofl: each other, one cries 
Cheth, the other anfwers iTjau, fignifying 
that they would fooner b^ hanged on the 
gallows, than divulge ^^ fecret. 

Then 
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Then again, Befb and Capb are each 
like a gallows lying on one of the fidc- 
pofts, and, when ufed as above, imply this 
pious prayer : May all who reoeal the fccret, 
bang upon the gaUows till it falls.dmm* 
Thtt is their fmjier fecrety generally called 
the great word. 

Daletb and Refch are like two half gal- 
lowfes, or a gallows cut in two, at the 
crofs flick on top, by which, when pro- 
nounced, they intimate to each other, that 
they would rather be half hanged, than 
name either word or Jignal before any but 
z.irrothery fb as to be underftood. 

When one feys Gimely the other an- 
fwers Nun ; then the firfl s^ain joining 
both letters together, repeats three times, 
dmeUNuriy Gimd-Nufty Gimel-Nuny by 
which they mean diat they are united as 
9n6 in interefts, fecrecy, and aiiedHonr 
This lafl word has in time been depraved 
in the pronunciation frotn Gimel-Nun to 
Gimelumy and at laft to Gibluny and fome- 
times G/^//«; which word being by fome 
accident difcovered, they now a^days 
pretend it is but a mock word. 

Another 
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Andther of their words has beeti maim* 
ed in the pronunciation by the illiterate, 
that is the ktter Lamech^ which was the 
hujh word, for, when-fpoke by any brother. 
in a hdgty it was a warning to<l^ reft to 
have a care of liftenei?. It is now corrupt-, 
ly pronounced Lan^ but the mafins pre- 
tend this alio k a tfvxk wordy for the fame 
rea^n as GihUn : this {^ay with the be^ew 
alphabet is very andendy called Mana« 

BOLETH. 

• When one brother orders another to 
walk hke a mafm^ he niuft walk four fteps 
backwards ; four, becauie of the four pair 
of letters already mentioned, and back-> 
wards because the hebrew is writ and read 
backwards. 

. As to their, tw/Jkrious grips, they are zs, 
follows : if they be in company, where 
they cannot with &fety {peak the above 
words, they take each other by die hand» 
one draws one of the letters of the Mana* 
boleth with his finger on the other's hand, 
which he retums as in fpeaking. 

It is worth obferving, that a certain lodge 
in town publifhed fome time ago a flieet 
full of mock mafomy, purely to puzzle and 

banter 
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banter the town, with feveral falfe figns 
and words, as Mada or Adam^ writ back- 
wards, BoaSy Nimrody Jahins^ PeSioraly 
Gutturaly etc, but not one word of the 
real ones, as you fee by what has been faid 
of the Manaboleth. 

After king James the lixth's acceffion 
to the throne of England^ he revived ma- 
fmry-i of which he was grafidmafler both 
in Scotland 200.6. England : it had been en- 
tirely fuppreffed by queen Elizabeth^ be- 
caufe fhe could not get into the fecret. 
All perfons of quality, after the example 
of the king, got themfelves admitted /r^« 
fnafons\ but they made a kind of Mana- 
boleth in EngUJhy in imitation of the true 
and ancient onej as I. O. U. H. a gold key ; 
/ (me you each a gold hey\ H. CCCC his 
ruin. Each forefees his ruin. I. C. U. B. 
YY. for me, I fee you he too wife for me. 
And a great deal more of the fame foolifli 
ftuff, which took its rife from a filly fun 
upon the word Bee'^ for you muft know, 

that; 

-A bee has in all ages and nations. 



been the grand hieroglyphick of mafonry, 
becaufe it excels all other living creatures 

in 
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in the contrivance and comnKxlioufhefs of 
its habitation or cofr^', as, among many 
other authors, doctor Mc. Gregor^ now 
profeflbr of mathematicks in Cambridge 
(as our guardian informs us) hath learn- 
edly demonftrated; nay, mafonry or buUd- 
ing fecms to be the very eflcnce or nature 
of the bee^ for her building not the ordi- 
nary way of all other living creatures is 
the generative caufe, which produces the 
young ones (you know, I fiippofe, that 
dee5 2ffQ c^ neither Jex). 

For this reaibn the kings o{ France^ both 
pagans and chrijiians^ always eminent ^^ 
mafonsy carried three bees for their arms. 
But to avoid the imputation of the egyp- 
tian idolatry of worihipping a bee^ dodo- 
vaus their firft chriftian king called them 
lilies ox fiower-de-luces^ in which, riotwith- 
ftanding thd fmall change made for dif- 
guife fake, there is ftill the exa<9: figure of 
a bee. You have perhaps read of a great 
number of golden bees found in the coffin 
of a pagan king of France near Bruffeh 
many ages after GfiRisT, which he had 
ordered fhould be buried with him in 
token of his having been a majon. 

Z " The; 
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The egy prions^ always excellent and an- 
QVZ.TiX.fr eemafmsy paid divine worfliip to a 
bee under the outward fhape of a bully the 
better to conceal the myftery, which bull, 
by them called Apis^ is the latin word for a 
bee\ the aemgma reprefenting the bee by a 
bull confifts in this ; that, according to the 
dodline of the Pythagorean lodge oifree ma- 
fonsy the fouls of all the coruo-kind tranfmi- 
grate into bees, as one Virgil a poet, much 
in favour with the emperor Auguftus be- 
caufe of his profound ikill in inafonry^ has 
defcribed j and Mr. Dry den has t]m%Jhffwed, 

, Arijlteus 
Four altars raifes, from his herd he culls 
Forflaughter four the faireft of his bulls y 
Four heifers from his female ftore he took, 
All fair, and all unknowing of the yoke; 
Nine mornings thence, with facrifice and 

prayrs 
The gods invok'd, he to the grove repairs^ 
Behold a prodigy ! for from within 
The broken bowels and the bloated ikin 
A buzzing npife oibees. his ears alarms j 
Straight iffue through the fides aflembling 

fwarms, etc. 

What 

' Digitized by Google 




'GRAND MISTRESS, etc. ^^ 

What modern mafons call a lodgCy was 
fbr the above reafons, by antiquity called 
a. Hive oifree mafonsi And for the iame 
reafons When a diilention happens in a 
lodge^ the going off and forming another 
lodgiB is to this day called Swarming. 

Our guardian is of opinidn, that the 
prcfent mafonry is fo tarnifhed by the igno- 
rance of the working, and fome other il- 
literate mafonsy that very many, even whole 
hdgesy fall under the cenfure of the vene- 
rable chinefe Brachman, whole hiftory of 
the rife, progrels, and decay of free ma" 
Jmryy writ in the chinefe tongue, is lately 
tranflated into a certain european language. 
This c^«^ fage fays, the greateft part of 
current mafons judge of the myfteries and 
ufe of that facred art, juft as a man per- 
ledly illiterate judges of an excellent book, 
in which, when opened to him, he finds 
no other beauties than the regular unifor- 
mity in every page, the exadnefs of the 
lines in length, and equidiftance, and 
blacknefs of the inky and whitenefs of the 
paper, or, as the famous britifhfree mafon 
Merlin lays of the ftars in the firmament, 
when viewed by a child y etc. But I fhall 

Z 2 not 



Digitized by 



Goosle 



34oA LETTER FROM THE 

not trouble you with the length of the 
quotation at prcfent, becaufe Merlin and 
friar Bacon on free tnafinry are foon to be 
drefled up in modem englijh^ and fold by 
Dur printer Mr. Faulkn^^ if duly encou- 
raged by fubfcribers ; and alfo a key to 
RaymuTtdus hullius^ without whofe help, 
our guardian fays, it is impofUble to come 
at the quinteflence oifree mafmry. 

But fome will perhaps objed, how come 
your unfwom guardian by this refined and 
uncommon knowledge in the great art F 
To which I anfwer that, 

The branch of the lodge of Solomon i 
temple, afterwards c^alled me lodge of St. 
John oi yerufalem^ on which our guardian 
rortunately hit, is, as I can eafily prove, 
the ancienteft and pureft now on earth \, 
from whence came the famous Mfcomjh 
lodge of Kdlwimn, of which all the kings 
of Scotland have been from time to time 
grand mafters without interruption down 
frcwn the days of Fergusy who reigned^ 
there more than 2000 years ago, long 
before the knights of St. Jolm i^Jerufa- 
lenty or the knights of Malta, to whidi. 
two l(xlges I muft neverthelefs allow the 

honour 
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honour of having adorned the ancient 
jewijh and pagan mafmry with many re- 
ligious and chrUtian rules. 

i*J?r^«j being eldeft fon to the chief king 
oi Ireland) was carefully inflxuded in all 
the arts and fciences, especially in the 
natural piagick, and the cabaliflical phi- 
lofophy (afterwards called the Rojkruciam) 
by xh& pagan druids of Ireland 2x16. Mona, 
the only true cahalijls then extant in the 
weftem world. (For they had it immedi- 
ately from xhi^ Phoenicians y chaldatans^ and 
egyptianS) which I, though but a woman, 
can prove.) The egyptians probably had it 
immediately from Abraham^ as the fcrip- 
ture plainly hints in the life of that patri- 
arch; and it is allowed, I am told, by men 
of leammg, that the occult as well as »/(?- 
r<?/philofophy of all the pagans was well 
befprinkled and enriched from the cabal- 
liftical fchool of the patriarchs, and after- 
wards by the talmudijis and other inferior 
rabinnsy though the prevailing idolatry of 
thofe days much depraved ana vitiated it. 

Fergus, before his defcent upon thcpiBs 
in Scotland, raifed that famous ftru6burc, 
called to this day Carrick Fergus after his 
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name, the moft myfterious piece of archi- 
tedure now on earth (not excepting the 
pyramids of the egyptian mafons, and their 
hieroglyphich or free mafons figns) as any 
fkilful free mafon may eafily perceive by 
examining it according to the rules of the 
art, He built it as a lodge for his college 
oi free mafonsy in thofe days called druidsy 
which word, our guardian afllires us, fig- 
nifies an oak in the. greek language, becaufe 
oak is one of the beft timber trees; for 
building, of which (elpecially the marine 
architedure) the druids were the only ma- 
fters, though your modern term of inafon 
implies no more than a worker in ftonej 
erroneoufly enough indeed, or at leaft far 
Ihort of the true and ancient term of 
druidy finee the marine architedure, the 
moft ufeful branch of the facred art, corr- 
refponds naturally, and perfectly, with the 
word druidy or worker in oaky and hath 
nothing at all to do with ftones of any 
kind, 'till Jaforty a famous druid or free 
mafoHy ufed the hadfhney when he went in 
queft of the golden fleece y as it is called in 
the enigmatical terms oi free mafonryy or, 
more properly fpeaking, of the cabala^ as. 

mafonry 
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mafonryvf2& called in thofe days. The ufe- 
of the hadjlom was then,, and long after, 
kept as fecret as any of the other myfteries 
of the art, till, by the unanimous confent 
of all the great lodges^ the ufe of it was 
made publick for' the common benefit of 
mankind. Jafons artificial yrog- had it fix- 
ed in his mouth ; and having a free Iwing 
in an oaken bowl, half filled with water, 
always faced the north pole, which gaye 
rife to the poetical fable, that Jafons frog 
was a little familiar ov fea demon prefiding 
over the navigation like any other angel 
guardian; iov free mafons in all ages, as 
well as now, have been looked upon tx) 
deal with fprites or demons ; and hence 
came that imputation which they have in 
many nations lain under, of being conjur- 
ersy or magicians, witnefs Merlin and friar 
Bacon. 

It is perhaps fiirther worth remaking, 
that yafon took one of the two facred vo- 
cal oaks of the grove of Dodona to make 
the keel of the Argos, for fo his fhip was 
called, myfterioufly joining together arcU- 
teSiure or mafonry, and the druidical 
priefthood or power of explaining the 

Z 4 oracles. 
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oracles. For our guardian will have it fd, 
that the pagan priefthood was always in 
the druids or mafms^ and that there was a 
perceivable elimmering of ^htjewijh rites 
in it, though much corrupted, as I faid ; 
tiiat the pagan worfhip was chiefly in 
groves of oaky that they always looked 
upon the oak^ as facred to Jupiter y which 
notion is countenanced (making allow- 
ance for the paganifm) by the patriarchs \ 
for you fee in Genefisy that Abraham fa- 
crificed under the oaks of Mamre. Jofhua 
indeed took a great ftone, and put it up 
under the oaky emblematically joining the 
two great elements of mafonry to raife an 
altar for the LORD. 

Our guardian alfo fays, that Caefars 
defcription of the druids o{ Gatdy is as 
. exa^t a piifture of a hdge oifree mafins as 
can poflibly be drawn. 

His reafons for the Manaboleth are the 
better worth difcovering, for that I believe 
there are even fome mafonsy who know 
nothing of it, viz. that it hath been an 
ancient pratoe among the cabaliflkh phi^ 
lofophers to make every hehrew letter a 
Ueroglyfhicky myfterious in its figure above 

all 
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all other letters, as being thus fhaped, and 
formed by the immediate diredions of the 
Almighty^ whereas all other LETTERS 
are of human itwention. 

Secondly, that the Manaholeth has a very 
clofe and unconftrained analogy with ma- 
fonrj/y or archtteEiure, for that every letter 
of the behreo) alphabet, as alfo of the fy^ 
riaCy chaldaic, and irijb alphabets, derived 
from it, have their names from timber treesy 
except fome few who have their names 
irovci Jiones', and I think it is pretty plain, 
that timber zxAJhne are as much the ele- 
ments of mdfonry^ as the alphabet is of 
books, which is a near relation enough be- 
tween arcbiteBure and karfmgoi.?^ kinds, 
and naturally (hews why the druidsy who 
took their title from a tree, kept learning 
2iisAarcUteEiure jointly within themfelves. ' 

Next week fliall be publiflied xhtfree 
mafms oath, with the remarks upon at of 
a young clergyman^ who has petitioned to 
be admitted cbaplaim to. our lodge, which 
is to be kept at Mrs, Praters female coA 
fee-houfe every Tue/day from nine in the 
morning to twelve, and the tenth day of 
every month in the year 5 where all ladies 

of 
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of true hearts and found morals ihall be 
admitted without fwearing. 

I think it proper to infert xhtfree ma- 
fons SONG commonly fung at their 
meetings, thoi^h, by the by, it is of as 
little fignification as the reft of their fecrets. 
It was writ by one Anderfon^ as our guar- 
dian informs me, juft to put a good glofs 
on the myftery, as you may fee by the 
words : 

SONG. 

I. 

Co M E let us prepare 
We brothers that are 
Aflembled on merry occafion ; 
Let's drink, laugh and fing, 
Our wine has a ipring ; 
Here's a health to an accepted MASON. 

II, 

The wOTld is in pain 
Our fecrets to gain, 
And ftill let them wonder and gaze. on,. 

They 
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They ne'er can divine 
The word or the fign 
Of a free and an accepted MASON. 

III. 

'Tis this, and 'tis that, 

They cannot tell what, 
Why {o many great men of the nation 

Shou'd aprons put on, 

To make themfelves one 
With a free and an accepted MASON. 

IV. 

Great kings, dukes, and lords. 

Have laid by their fwords 
Our myft'ry to put a good grace on. 

And ne'er been afham'd 

To hear theinfelves nam'd 
With a free and an accepted MASON. 

. V, 

Antiquity's pride 

We have on our fide, 
And it maketh men juft in their ftation j 

There's nought but what's good 

Tobeunderftood 
By a free and m accepted MASON. 

Then 
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Then join hand in hand, 

To each other firm ftand ; • 
Let*s be merry and put a bright face on. 

What mortal can boaft 

So noble a tc^, 
As a free and an accepted MA SO N? 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Mr.FAULKNER, 

OU R hdge unanimoufly defire you will 
.^ve theii: fincere refpeds to your 
ingenious D RAPE R, to whofe pen we, 
as well as the reft of the nation, own our- 
felves obliged. If he be not already ?ifree 
mafmy he fhall be welcome to be our 
deputy guardian. 

Your bumble fervaniy 

THALESTRIS. 

, Tfrif eht Tfugiia Nilbud. 



The 
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Use following piece was puUiJhed in the year 
1733; andy as it may be ufeful upon a 
like occajion-f we think proper to infer t it 
h^re. 

AD V \CE to the freemen of the city of 
Dublin, in the choice of a member to re- 
prefent them in Parliament. 

THOSE few writers, who, Imce the 
death of alderman Burtotiy have cm- 
ployed their pens in giving advice to our 
citizens, how they fhould proceed in eloS:- 
ing a new reprefentative for the next fef- 
iions, having laid afide their pens ; I hare 
reaibn to hope, that all true lovers of their 
country in general, and particularly thofe- 
who have any reggrdfbr thepiivikgesiand 
liberties of this great and ancient city, 
will think a lecond, and a. third time, be* 
fore they come to a final determination, 
upon vvhat perfon they refolve to fix their 
choice. 

I am told, there are only two pedbos, 
who fet up for candidates; one is the pre- 
fent lord mayor *, and the other f , a ^en- 

• Humphry Funch, f J'hn Matttrall. 

tleman 
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deman of good efteem, an alderman oi 
the city, a merchant of reputation, and 
pofleiled of a confiderable office* under 
the crown. The queftion is, which of 
thefe two perfbns it will be moft for the 
advantage of the city to eled? I have 
but little acquaintance with either, fb that 
my enquiries will be very impartial, and 
drawn only from the general charader and 
fituationofboth. 

In order to this, I muft oflfer my coim- 
trymen and fellow citizens fome reafons 
why I think they ought to be more than 
ordinarily careful at this jundure, upon 
whom they beftow their votes. 

-To perform this with more cleamefs, it 
may be proper to give you a fhort ftate of 
our unfortunate country. 

We confift of two paries, I do not mean 
popifliand proteftant, high andlow church, 
epifcopal aid fedarians, whig and tory ; 
hut of thofe-of engtijh who happen to be 
bom in this kingdom, (whofe anceftors re- 
duced the whole nation under the obe- 
dience of the engliflf crown) and the gen- 

* Regifter to the barracks. 

tlemeix 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



FREEMEN OF DUBLIN. 3^.1 

tlemeri fent from t'other fide to pof&fs 
moft of the chief employments here : this 
latter party is very much enlarged and 
ftrengthened by the whole power in the 
church, the law, the army, the revenue, 
and the civil adminiftration dtpofited in 
their hands: although for political ends, 
and to fave appearances, fome employ- 
ments are Aill depofited (yet gradually in 
a fmaller number) to perfons born here: 
this proceeding, fortified with good words 
and many promifes, is fufficient to flatter 
and feed the hopes of hundreds, who will 
never be one farthing the better, as they 
might eafily be convinced, if they were 
qualified to think at all. 

Civil employments of all kinds ha^e 
been for feveral years pad with great pru- 
dence made precarious, arid during plea- 
fiire; by which means the pofleflTors are, 
and muft inevitably be, for ever dfependant: 
yet thofe very few of any confequence, 
which being dealt with fo Iparing a hand 
to perfons born among Us, are enough, .to 
keep hope alive in great numbers, who 
defire to mend their condition by the far 
vour of thofe in power. .;, 

Now, 
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Now, my dear fellow-citizens, how is 
it poffible you can conceive, that any per- 
fbn, who nolds an office of fbme hundred 
pounds a year, which may be taken from 
him vdiencvcr power fliall think fit, wiU, 
if he fhould be choien a member for any 
city, do the Icaft thing when he fits in the 
houfe, that he knows OT fears may be dif- 
pleafing to thofe who gave him, or con- 
tinue him in that office? Believe mc, thefe 
arc no times to exped fuch an exalted de- 
gree of virtue from mortal men. Blazing 
fiars are much more frequentfy feen than 
iuchheroical worthies. And I could fooner 
hope to find ten thoufand pounds by fig- 
ging in my garden, than fuch a fhoenix 
by fearching among the prefent face of 
mankind. 

1. cannot fbrb^r thinking it a very er- 
roneous as well as modern maxim or po- 
liticks in the engHJb nation, to take every 
oj^ortunity of depreffirtgir^//»/af, whereof 
an hundred inftances may be produced in 
pointsof the higheft importance, hadwithin 
the memory of every middle-aged man : 
although HKiny of the greateft perfons a- 
mong that party which now j^tvails, have 

formerly. 
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formerly, upon that article, mudi di£&ied 
in their opinion from their prdlent {nc- 
ceflbrs. 

But fb the fad ilands at present. It is 
plain, that the court and country party 
here (I mean in the houle of commons) 
very feldom agree in any thing but their 
loyalty to his prefent majefty, their refo- 
lutions to make him and his viceroy eaiy 
in the government, to the utmofl of their 
power, under the prefent conditicm of the 
kingdcxn. But the perfons fent from Ef^- 
Umd^ who (to a trifle) are poflefled of the 
fole executive power in all its branch«» 
with their few adherents in pof&fHpn who 
were bom here, and hundreds of expec- 
tants, hopers, and promiflees, put on quite 
contrary notions with regard to Ireland* 
They count upon a univo^l fubmiflion 
to whatever fl^l be demanded ; wherein 
they adt fafely, becaufe none of themfelves, 
except the candidates, feel the leaft of our 
preflures. 

I remember a perfon of diftindion fbme 
days ago affirmed in a good deal of mixed 
company, and of both parties. That the 
gentry feom England^ who now enjoy our 

A a higheft 
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higheft employments of all kinds, can 
never be poflibly lofers of one farthing by 
the greateft calamities that can befal this . 
kingdom, except a plague that would 
fweep away a million of our hewers of 
wocdi and drawers of water ; or an invafion . 
that would fright our grandees out of the 
kingdom. For this perfon argued, that 
while there was a penny left in the trea- 
fury, the civil and military lift muft be 
paid; and that the epifcopal revenues, 
which are ufually farmed out at fix times 
below the real value, could hardly fail. 
He infifted farther, that, as money dimi-. 
nifhed, the price of all neceflaries for Hfe 
muft of confequence do fo too, which 
would be for the advantage of all perfons 
in employment, as well as of my lords the? 
bifhops, and to the ruin of every body elfe. 
Among the company there wanted not 
men in office, befides one or two expec- 
tants : yet I did not obferve any of tiiem 
dilpofed to return an anfwer : but the con- 
fequences drawn were thefe: That the 
great npien in power fent hither from the 
other fide were by no means upon the 
fame foot with his majefty's other fubjeds 

of 
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ai Ireland. They had no common ligament 
to bind them with us ; they fufFered not 
with our fufFerings, and if it were poffible 
for us to have any caufe of rejoicing, they 
could not rejoice with us. 

Suppofc a perfon, born in this kingdom, 
fhall happen by his fervices for the englijb 
intereft to have an employment conferred 
on him worth four hundred pounds a year; 
and that he hath likewife an eftate in land 
worth four hundred pounds a year more : 
fuppofe him to fit in parliament: then, 
fuppofe a land tax tb be brought in of five 
fhillings a pound for ten years j I tell you 
how this gendeman will compute. He 
hath four hundred pounds a year in land : 
the tax he muft pay yearly is one hundred 
pounds ; by which, in ten years, he will 
pay only a thoufand pounds. But if he 
gives his vote againft this tax, he will lofe 
four thoufand pounds by being turned 
out of his employment, together with the 
power and influence he hath, by virtue or 
colour of his employment ; and thus the 
balance will be againft him three thoufand 
{X}unds. 

A a 2 I defiiQ 
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I defire, my fellow-citizens, you will 
pleafe to call to mind how many peribns 
you can vouch for among your acquaint- 
ance, who have fo much virtue and felf- 
denial, as to lofe four hundred pounds a 
year for life, together with the fmiles and 
favour of power, and the hopes of higher 
advancement, merely out of a generous 
love of his country. 

The contentions of parties in England 
are very different from thofe among us. 
The battle there is fought for power -and 
riches ; and fo it is indeed among us : but, 
whether a great employment be given to 
T^om or to Peter, they wore both bom in 
England, the profits are to be Ipent there. 
All employments (except a very few) are 
beftowed on the natives : they do not fend 
to Germany, Holland, Sweden, or Denmarky 
much lefs to Ireland, for chancellors, bi- 
ihops,,3^^g^» °^ other officers. Their la- 
laries, whether well or ill got, are em- 
ployed at home : and whatever their mo- 
rals or pditicks be, the nation is not the 
poorer. 

The houfe of commons in England have 
frequendy endeavoured to limit the number 

of 
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of members, who fliould be allowed to 
have employments under the crown. Se- 
veral ads have been made to that purpofc, 
which many wife men think are not yet 
dfedhial enough, and many of them are 
rendered inefFedual by leaving the power 
of re-eledion. Our houfe of commons 
confifts, I think, of about three hundred 
members ; if one hundred of thefe fhould 
happen to be made up of perfons already 
provided for, joined with expeders, com- 
pliers, eafy to be perfuaded, fuch as will 
give a vote for a friend who is in hopes to 
getfomething; if they be merry compa- 
nions, without fufpicion, of a natural 
baflifulfiefs, not apt or able to look for- 
wards ; if good words, fmiles, and carefles, 
have any power over them, the lai^ part 
of a fecond hundred may be very eafily . 
brought in at a moft reafonable rate. 

There is an englijhman * of no long 
{landing among us, but in an employment 
of great truft, power, and profit. This ex- 
cellent perfon did lately publifli, at his 
own expence, a pamphlet printed in Eng- 

* Edward Tbompfm^ efq; York^ and a commiffioner of 
member of parliament for the revenue of Ireland, 
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land by authority, to juftify the bill foi: a 
generaJ excifcy or inland duty, in order to 
introduce that bleffed fcheme among us. 
What a tender care muft fuch an englijh 
patriot for Ireland have of our intereft, if 
he fhould condefcend to fit in our parlia- 
ment? I will bridle my indignation. How- 
ever, methinks I long to fee that mortal, 
who would with pleafure blow us up all 
at a blaft : but, he duly receives his thou- 
fand pounds a year ; makes his progrefs 
like a king ; is received in pomp at every 
town * and village where he travels, and 
fhines in the englijh news-papers. 

I will now apply what I have faid to 
you, my brethren, and fellow-citizens. 
Count upon it, as a truth next to your 
creed, that no one perfon in office, of 
which he is not mafter for life, whether 
born here or in England^ will ever hazard 
that office for the good of this country. 
One of your candidates is of this kind, and 
I believe him to be an honeft gentleman, 
as the word honeft is generally underftood. 
But, he loves his employment better than 

* Mr. Thompfm was prcfcnted with hjs freedom of fcveral 
corporations in Jrtlmd, 

he 
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he doth you, or his country, or all the 
countries upon earth. Will you contribute 
or give him city fecurity to pay him the 
value of his employment, if it fhould be 
taken from him, during his life, for voting 
on all occafions vt^ith the honeft country 
party in the houfe? although I mUch que- 
flion, whether he would do it, even upon 
that condition. 

Wherefore, fince there are but two can- 
didates, I intreat you will fix on the pre- 
fent lord-mayor. He. hath Ihewn more 
virtue, more activity, more fkill, in one 
year's government of the city, than an 
hundred years can equal. He hath endea- 
voured with great fuccefs to banifli frauds, 
corruptions, and all other abufes from a- 
inongft you. 

A dozen fuch men in power would be 
able to reform a kingdom. He hath no 
employment under the crown ; nor is likely 
to get or folicit for any ; his education 
having not turned him that way. I will 
affure for no man's future condu<9:; but 
he who hath hitherto pradifed the rules 
of virtue with fo much difficulty, in fo 
great and bufy a ftation, deferves your 

A a 4 thanks. 
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thanks, and the beft return you can make 
him; and you, my brethren, have no 
other to give him, than that of reprcfent- 
ing you in parliament. Tell me not of 
your engagements and promifes to another. 
Your promifes were fins of inconfidera- 
tion, at beft J and you are bound to re- 
pent and annul them. That gentleman, 
although with good reputation, is already 
eng^ed on the other fide. He hath four 
hundred pounds a year under the crown, 
which he is too wife to part with, by fa- 
crificing fo good an eftablifliment to the 
empty names of virtue, and love of his 
country. I can afliire you, the Drapier is 
in the interefts of the prefent lord-mayor, 
whatever you may be told to the contrary, 
I have lately heard him declare £b in pub' 
lick company, and offer fome of thefe 
very rcafons in defence of his opinion; 
although he hath a regard and efteem for 
the other gentleman, but would not an^ 
fwer the good of the city and the kingdom 
for a compliment. 

The lord-mayor's feverity to fpme un- 
fair dealers ihould not turn the honeft 
men among them againft him, Whatever 

he 
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he did, was for the advantage of thofe 
very traders whofe d^honefl members he 
puniflied. He hath hitherto been above 
temptation to ad wrtmg ; and therefore, 
as mankind goes, he is the moft Hkely to 
a£t right as a reprefentative of your dty, 
as he conftantly did in the government 
of it. 



Upon 
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Upon the death of Mr, Stoyte, recorder of 
the city ^Dublin, in the year 1733, y^- 
veral gentlemen declared themfehes can- 
didates to fucceed him ; upon which the 
Dean wrote the following paper y and 
Eaton Stannard, efq\ (a gentleman 
of great worth and honour ^ and very 
knowing in his profeffion) was eleSied, 

Some Q)NsiDERATioNS humbly offered to 
the right honourable the lord-mayor, the 
court of THiAsxTosa. /zW common-council 
of the hon. city of Dubliu, in the choice 
of a recorder, 

TH E office of recorder to this city 
being vacant by the death of a very 
worthy gentleman ; it is faid, that five or 
fix perfons are foliciting to fucceed him in 
the employment. I am a ftranger to all 
their perfons, and to moft of their cha- 
raders ; which latter, I hope, will at this 
time be canvafled with more decency, than 
it fometimes happeneth upon the like oc- 
cafions. Therefore, as I am wholly im- 
partial, I can with more freedom deliver 
my thoughts, how the feveral perfons and 

parties 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



CHOICE OF A RECORDER. 363 

parties concerned ought to proceed in 
eleding a recorder for this great and an- 
cient city. 

Andfirft, as itjs a very natural, fo I 
can by no means think it an unreafonable 
opinion, that the fons or near relations of 
aldermen, and other deferving citizens, 
fhould be duly regarded, as proper com- 
petitors for an employment in the city's 
difpofal : provided they be equally qudi- 
fied with other candidates ; and, provided 
that fuch employments require no more 
than common abilities and common ho- 
nefly. But, in the choice of a recorder, 
the cafe is intirely different. He ought to 
be a perfon of good abilities in his calling; 
of an unfpotted charader; an able prac- 
titioner ; one who hath occafionally me- 
rited of this city before : he ought to be 
of fome maturity in years ; a member of 
parliament, and likely to continue fo ; 
regular in his life ; firm in his loyalty to 
the Hanover fucceflion ; indulgent to ten- 
der confciences ; but, at the fame time, a 
firm adherer to the eflabliihed church. If 
he be fuch a one, who hath already fat in 
parliament, it ought to be enquired of what 

weight- 
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weight he was there ; whether he voted 
on all occafions for the good of his coun- 
try; and particularly for advancing the 
trade and freedom of this city : whether 
he be engaged in any fa<3:ion, either na- 
tional or religious : and laftly, whether 
he be a man of courage ; not to be drawn 
from his duty by the frown or menaces of 
power, nor capable to be corrupted by 
allurements or bribes. — Thefe and many 
other particulars are of infinitely more 
confequence than that fingle circumftance 
of being defcended by a dired: or collate- 
ral line from any alderman, or diftinguifh- 
ed citizen, dead or alive. 

There is not a dealer or fhop-keeper in 
this city of any fubftance, whofe thriving, 
lefs or more, may not depend upon the 
good or ill condu<5fc of a recorder. He is 
to watch every motion in parliament, that 
may the leaft affed the freedom, trade, «: 
welfare of it. 

In this approaching election, the com- 
mons, as they are a numerous body, fo 
they feem to be moft concerned in point 
of intereft ; and their intereft ought to be 
moft regarded, becaufe it altogether de- 

pendeth 
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pendeth upon the true intereft of the city. 
They have no private views; and giving 
their votes, as I am informed, by ballot- 
ting, they lie under no awe, or fear of 
difobliging competitors. It is therefore 
hoped, that they will duly confider, which 
of the candidates is moft likely to advance 
the trade of themfelves and their brother 
citizens; to defend their liberties, both in 
and out of parliament, againft all attempts 
of encroachment or oppreffion. And fo 
God dired them in the choice of a re- 
corder, who may for many years fupply 
that important office with fkill, diligence, 
courage, and fidelity. And let all the peo- 
ple lay, Amen, 
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THE 

LAST WILL 

OF 

Dr. S W I F T, 

Dean of St. Patrick's in 

DUBLIN. 

INthenameofGoD,y^/w». I Jonathan 
Swift, dodor in divinity, and dean of 
the cathedral church of St. Patrick Dublin^ 
being at this prefent of found mind, al- 
though weak in body, do here make my 
laft will and teftament, hereby revoking 
all my former wills. ^ 

Imprimis, I bequeath my foul to God, 
(in humble hopes of his mercy through 
yefus Chrifi) and my body to the earth. 
And, I delire that my body may be buried 
in the great ifle of the faid cathedral, on 
the fouth fide, under the pillar next to 
the monument oi^mosiX&NarciffusMarjhy 
three days after my deceafe, as privately as 

poflible. 
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pofllbk, and at twelve o*clock at night : 
and that a black marble of feet 

fquare, and feven feet from the ground, 
fixed to the wall, may be ereded, with 
the following inlcription in large letters, 
deeply cut, and ftrongly gilded : 

HIC DEPOSITVM EST CORPVS . 

JONATHAN SWIFT, S. T, P. 

HVIVS ECCLESIAE CATHEDRALIS 

DECANI, 

VBI SAEVA INDIGNATIO 

VLTERIVS COR LACERARE NEQJ^IT. 

A B I, V I A T O R, 

ET I MIT ARE, SI POTERIS, 

STRENVVM PRO VIRILI LIBER- 

TATIS VINDICEM. 

OBIIT ANNO [mDCCXLV.] 

MENSIS [OCTOBRIS] DIE [iQ.] 

AETATIS ANNO [l XXVII I.] 

Item : I give and bequeath to my exe- 
cutors all my worldly fubftance, of what 
nature or kind foever (excepting fuch part 
thereof as is herein after particularly de- 
vifed) for the following ufes and purpofes, 
that is to fay, to the intent that they, or 
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the furvivors orfurvivor of them, his exe- 
cutors, or adminiftrators, as Toon as con- 
veniently may be after my death, (hall 
turn it all into ready money, and lay out 
the &me in purchafing lands of inherit- 
ance in fee-fimple, fituate in any province 
of Ireland, except Connaugbt^ but as near 
to the city oi Dublin, as conveniently can 
be found, and not incumbered with, or 
fobjed to any leafes for lives renewable, or 
any terms for years longer than thirty-one. 
And I defire that a yearly annuity of 
twenty pounds ^^//«^, out of the annual 
profits of luch kndswhai purchafed, and 
out of the yearly income of my faid for- 
tune, devifed to my executors as aforefaid, 
until fuch purchafe fhall be made, fhall 
be paid to Rebecca Dingley of the city of 
JMlin, Ipinfter, during her life, by two 
equal half-yearly payments, on the feafts 
of All-faints, *and St. Philip and St. Jacoby 
the firft payment to be made on fuch of 
. the faid feafts as fhall happen next after 
my death. And that the refidue of the 
yearly profits of the faid lands when pur- 
chafed, and, until fuch purchafe be made, 
thd refidue of the yearly income, and in- 

tereil 

• Digitized by V3OOQIC 



OF DEAN SWIFT. 369 

tereft of my faid fortune devifed as afore- 
faid to my executors, fliall be laid out in 
purchaling a piece of land, fituate near 
Dr. Stevens hofpital, or, if it cannot be 
there had, fomewhere in or near the city 
of Dubliny large enough for the purpofes 
herein after mentioned, and in building 
thereon an hofpital large enough for the 
reception of as many idiots and lunaticks 
as the annual income of the faid lands and 
worldly fubftance fhall be fufEcient to 
maintain: and I defire that the faid hof- 
pital may be called St. Patrick's. Hos- 
pital, and may be built in fuch a man- 
ner, that another building may be added 
unto it, in cafe the endowment thereof 
fhould be enlarged ; fo that the additional 
building may make the whole edifice re- 
gular and complete. And my further will 
and defire is, that, when the faid hofpital 
ihall be built, the whole yearly income of 
the faid lands and eflate fhall for ever 
after be laid out in providing viduals, 
cloathing, medicines, attendance, and all 
other neceflaries for fuch idiots and luna- 
ticks, as fhall be received into the fame : 
and in repairing and enlarging the build- 
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ing from time to time as there may bc 
occafion. And, if a fufficient number of 
idiots and lunaticks cannot readily be 
found, I defire that incurables may be 
taken into the faid hofpital to fupply fuch 
deficiency ; but that no perfon fhall be 
admitted into it, that labours under any 
infectious difeafe: and that all fuch idiots, 
lundticks, and incurables as fhall be re- 
ceived into the faid hofpital, fhall con- 
-flandy live and refide therein, as well in 
the night as in the day ; and that the fa- 
laries of agents, receivers, officers, fervants, 
and attendants, to be employed in the 
bufinefs of the faid hofpital, fhall not in 
the vi'hole exceed one fifth part of the 
dear yearly income, or revenue thereof. 
And, I further defire that my executors, 
the furvivors or furvivor of them, or the 
heirs of fuch, fhall not have power to de- 
mife any part of the faid lands, fo to be 
purchafed as aforefaid, but with confent 
of the lord primate, the lord high chan- 
cellor, the lord archbifhop oi Dublin^ the 
dean oi Chriji-church^ the dean of St. Pa- 
tricKsy the phyfician to the flate, and the 
furgeon-general, all for the time being, or 
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the greater part of tKem, under their hands - 
in writing ; and that no leafes of any part 
of the faid lands fhall ever be made other 
than leafes for years not exceeding thirty- 
one, in pofleflion, and not in reverfion or 
remainder, and not difpunifhableof wafte, 
whereon fhall be referved the beft and 
• moft improved rents that can reafbnably 
a|id moderately without racking the te- 
iiants be gotten for the fame, without fine. 
Provided always^ and it is my will and 
earnefl defire, that no leale of any part of 
the faid lands fb to be purchafed asafore- 
faid fhall ever be made to, or in trufl for 
any perfon any way concerned in the exe- 
cution of this truft, or to, or in trufl for 
any perfon any way related or allied, either 
by confanguinity or affinity, to any of the 
perfons who fhall at that time be concemr 
ed in the execution of this trufl : and, that 
if any leafes fhall happen to be made con- 
trary to my intention above exprefled, the 
fame fhall be utterly void and of no efFed. 
And I further defire, until the charter 
herein after mentioned be obtained, my 
executors, or the furvivors or furvivor of 
them, his heirs, executors, or adminiflra- 
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•tors, (hall not ad in the execution of this 
tnift, but with the confent and approba- 
tion of the faid feven additional traftees, 
or the greater part of them, under their 
hands in writing, and fhaJl with fuch con- 
^t and approbation as aforefaid, have 
power from time to time to make rules, 
orders, and regulations for the govern- 
ment and diredion of the faid hofpital. 
And I make it my requeft to my laid 
executors, that they may in convenient 
time apply to his majefty for a charter to 
incorporate them, or luch of them as fhall 
be then living, and the laid additional 
truftees, for the better management and 
condud of this charity, with a power to 
purchafe lands ; and to fupply by eledicMi 
fuch vacancies happening in the corpora- 
tion, as fhall not be fupplied by lucceflion, 
and fuch other powers as may be thought 
expedient for the due execution of 3iis 
truft, according to my intention herdn 
before exprelTed. And when luch charter 
fhall be obtained, I defire that my execu- 
tors, or the furvivors or furvivor of them, 
or the heirs of fuch furvivor, may convey 
to the ufe of fuch corporation in fee-fimple' 
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for the purpofes aforefaidall fuch lands 
and tenements, as. fhall be purchafed in 
manner above mentioned. Provided al- 
ways, and it is my will and intention, that 
my executcws, until the faid charter, and 
afterwards the corporation to be hereby 
incorporated, fhall out of the yearly profits 
of the faid lands, when purchafed, and out 
of the yearly income of my faid fortune 
devifed to my executors as aforefaid, until 
fuch purchafe be made, have power to re- 
imburfe themfelves for all fuch fums (^ 
their own money, as they fhall neceflarily 
expend in the execution of this trult. And 
that, until the faid charter be obtained, all 
ads which fhall at any time be done in 
execution of this truft by the greater part 
of my executors then living, with the ccm- 
fent of the greater part of the faid addi- 
tional truftees under their hands in writing, 
fhall be as valid and efFedual, as if all my 
executors had concurred in the fame. 

hem : Whereas I purchafed the inherit- 
ance of the tythes of the parjih oiEffer- 
Tiock near Trin in the county oi Meathi for 
two hundred and fixty pounds Jierling', I 
bequeath the faid tythes to the vicars of 
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Laracor for the time being, that is to Iky, 
fo long as the prefent epifcopal reHgion 
{hall continue to be the national eftabliflied 
faith and profeflion in this kingdom : but 
whenever any other form of chriftian re- 
ligion (hall become the eftabliflied faith in 
this kingdom, I leave the faid tythes of 
Bffernock to be beftowed, as the profits 
come in, to the poor of the faid parifli of 
Laracor^ by a weekly proportion, and by 
fuch officers as may then have the power 
of diftributing charities to the poor of the 
faid parifli, while chriftianity under any 
Ihapc fliall be tolerated among us, ftill ex- 
cepting profefledykev, atheifts and infidels. 
■ Item: Whereas I have fome leafes of 
pertain houfes in Kevin s-ftreet^ near the 
deanry-houle, builtupon the dean's ground, 
and one other Ijoufe now inhabited by 
Henry Land* ^ in Deanry-lane, alias Mitre- 
alley ^ fome of which leaies are let for forty- 
one years, or forty at leaft, and not yet 
half expired, I bequeath to Mrs. Martha 
Whiteway my leafe or leafes of the faid 
Jioufes. I alfo bequeath to the faid Martha^ 

* Sextpn of St. Patrick's cathedral. 
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my leafe of forty years of Goodmarts Hold- 
ings for which I receive ten pounds far 
annum 'y which are two houfes, or more, 
lately built. I bequeath alfo to the feid 
Martha^ the fum of three hundred pounds 
fterling, to be paid her by my executors 
out of my ready money, or bank bills, im.- 
mediately after my death, as loon as the 
executors meet. I leave, moreover, to the 
faid Martha my repeating gold watch, 
my yellow torttMfefhell fiiuiF-box, and her 
choice of four gold rings, out of feven 
which I now poflefs. 

Item : I bequeath to Mrs. Mary Swifty 
alias HarrifoHy daughter of the faid Martha, 
my plain gold watch made by ^are, to 
whom alfo I give my Japan writing defk, 
beftowed to me by my lady Worfeley^ my 
iquare tortoife fliell IhufF-box, riclily Hned 
and inlaid with gold, given to me by the 
right honourable Henrietta now countefs 
of Oxford^ and the feal with a Pegafus, 
given to me by the countefs oiGrawuille^ 

Item : I bequeath to Mr. Ffolliot White- 
way ^ eldeft fon of the aforelaid Martha^ 
who is bred to be an attorney, the fum of 
fijrtY pounds, as alfo five pounds to be laid 
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out in die purchafe o( fuch law books, as 
the honourable Mr. jufticc Lyndfay^ Mr. 
Stannard*y or Mr. M*'Aullay\ fhall judge 
proper for him. 

Item: I bequeath to Mr. JolmWlnte'- 
way^ youngeft fou of the (aid Martha^ who 
is to be brought up a furgeon, the film of 
one hundred pounds, in order to qualify 
him for a fiirgeon, but under the diredHon 
of his mpther ; which &id fum of one 
hundred pounds is to be paid to Mrs. 
Wbitevoay^ in behalf of her faid fon yohfiy 
out of the arrears which fhall be due to me 
from my church livings (except tliofe of 
the deanry tythes, which are now let to 
the reverend dodor Wilfon) as fbon as the 
faid arrears can be paid to my executors. 
I alfo leave the faid yohn five pounds, to 
be laid out in buying fuch phyfical and 
chirurgical books as dodor Grattan, and 
Mr. Nichols % fliall think fit for him. 

Item : I bequeath to Mrs. j^ne Ridge- 
way §, now in my family, the profits of the 

• Eaton Stannard, cfq; re- % Jthn Nichebi efq; fur- 

corder of the city of Dublin. geon-general. 

f Alexander M-Aullay, efq; § Daughter to Mrs. BrenU 

counfellor at law, and made and who for many years bad 

judge of the confiftorial court, been his faithful, domeflickj 

Nov. 1745. friend. 
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Icafe oF the two houfes let to John C(mnly^ 
for forty years, of which only eight or 
nine are expired, for which the laid Ccwnly 
payeth me nine pounds fterling, for rent 
yearly. I alfo bequeath to the faid Anm 
the fum of one hundred pounds fterling, 
to be paid her. by my executors in fix 
weeks after my dec^ie, out of whatever 
money or bank bills I may poflefs when I 
die : as alio three gdd rings the remainder 
of the feven above mentioned, after Mx%. 
Winteway hath made her choice of four ; 
and all my fmall pieces of plate, not ex- 
ceeding in weight one ounce and one third 
part of an ounce. 

Item : I bequeath to my deareft friend 
Alexander Pope^ of Tmttenhamy efq; my 
pidure in miniature, drawn by Zincky of 
Robert y late earl of Oxford, 

Item 7 I leave to Edwardy now earl of 
Oxfordy my feal oS.'Jultm Ctefary as alfo 
another feal, ftippofed to be a young Her^ 
cuksy both very choice antiques, and fet in 
gold : both which I chufe to beftow to the 
feid earl., becaufe they belonged to her late 
moft excellent majefty queen Anmy of 
ever glorious, immortkl and truly pious 
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memory, the real nurfing mother of all- 
her kingdoms. 

Item: I leave to the reverend Mr. James 
Stopfordy vicar oi Finglafs, my pidure of 
king Charles the firft, drawn by Vandikey 
which was given to me by the faid James ; 
as alfo my large pidlure of birds, which was 
given to me by TTyomas earl of Pembroke. 

Item : I bequeath to the reverend Mr. 
Robert Grattariy prebendary oiSt. Audeonsy 
my gold bottle-fcrew, which he gave me, 
and my ftrong box, on condition of his 
giving the fole ufe of the faid box to his 
brother Dr. James Grattatiy during the 
life of the faid dodor, who hath mcM-e oc- 
cafion for it, and the fecond beft beaver 
hat I (hall die poflefled of. 

Item : I bequeath to Mr. John Grattatty 
Y^^ty&M^'&xy oi Clonmethariy my filver box, 
in which the freedom of the city of Cork 
was prefented to me; in which I defire 
the faid John to keep the tobacco he ufu- 
ally cheweth, called pigtail. 

Item : I bequeath all my horfes and 
mares to the reverend Mr. John Jackfony 
vicar of -Sb^^^ry, together with all my horfe 
furniture ; lamenting that I had jiot credit 

enough 
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(Baough with any chief governor (fince the 
change of times) to get forhe additional 
church preferment for fo virtuous and 
worthy a gentleman. I alfo leave him my 
ibir^ beft beaver hat, 

Item : I bequeath to the reverend dpc- 
tor Francis ff^i/fcm, the works of Plato in 
three folio volumes, the earl o( Clarendon s 
hiftory in three folio volumes, and my 
beft bible; together with thirteen fmall 
perfian pidures in the drawing room, and 
the fmall filver tankard given to me by the 
contribution of fome friends whofe names 
are engr^jved at the bottom of the faid 
tankard, 

Item : I bequeath to the earl o£ Orrery 
the enamelled filver plates to diftinguifh 
bottles of wine by, given to me by his ex- 
cellent lady, and the half-length pidure 
pf the late countefs of Orkney in the draw- 
ing room. 

• Item : I bequeath to Alexander M^Aul-r 
lay-i efq; the ^d box, in which the free- 
dom of the city of Dublin was prefented 
to ine, as a teftimony of the efteem and 
love I haye for hipi on account of his 
great learning, fine natural parts, unaffeded 
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piety and benevolence, and his truly hon* 
ourable zeal in defence of the legal rights 
of the clergy ^ oppofition to all their 
unprovoked oppreflbrs. 

Item : .1 bequeath to Deane Swift^ efq; 
my lar^ fllver ftandifh, confiding of a 
large filver plate, an ink pot, a fand box, 
and bell of the fame metal. 

Item : I bequeath to Mrs. Mary Barber 
the medal of queen yhtne and prince George^ 
which fhe formerly gave me. 

Item : I leave to the reverend Mr. jfohn 
Worral* my beft beaver hat. 

Item: I bequeath to the reverend doc- 
tor Patrick Delany my medal of queen 
j^ne in filver, and on the reverfe the 
bifhops of England kneeling before her 
mofl facred majefty. 

Item : I bequeath to the reverend Mr. 
James Kingy prebendary of Tipper, my 
large gilded medal of king Charles the 
firfl, and on the reverfe a crown of mar- 
tyrdom with other devices. My ^^vill ne- 
verthelefs is, that if any erf" the above- 
named legatees fhould die before me, tliat 

* Vicar to the dean of Chrj^-cburcb, and mafter of both 
choirs. 
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then, and in that cafe, the refpe<Stive lega- 
cies to them bequeathed fhall revert to 
myfelf, and become again fubjed to my 
difpo^. 

Item: Whereas I have the leafe of a 
field in truft for me, commonly called the 
Vimyard^ let to the revo-end dodor J^r^«- 
cis Corbet^ and the truft declared by the 
faid dodor ; the faid field, with fome land 
on this fide of the road, making in all 
about three acres, for which I pay y^- 
ly to the dean and chapter of St. Pa- 
tricKs *^* 

Whereas I have built a ftrong wall 
round the laid piece of ground, eight or 
nine feet high, faced to the fouth afpedt 
with brick, which coft me above fix hun- 
dred ^MTid&Jierting ; and likewife another 
piece of ground as aforeiaid of half an 
acre, adjoining to the burial place called 
the Cabbage- garden^ now tenanted by 
William White, gardener: my will is, that 
the groimd enclol^ by the great wall 
may be fold for the remainder of the leafe, 
at the higheft price my executors can get 
for it, in belief and hopes, that the faid 
price will exceed three hundred pounds at 

the 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



382 THE LAST WILL 

the loweft value. For which my fucceflbi* 
in the deanry {hall have the firft refufal ; 
and it, is my eamefl defire^ that the fuc-^ 
ceeding deans and chapters may preferve 
the faid vineyard and piece of land adjoin- 
ing, where the faid ^hite now liveth, fo 
as to be always in the hands of the fuc-* 
ceeding deans during their office, by each 
dean leflening one fourth of the purchafe 
money to each fucceeding dean, and for 
no more than the prefent rent. 

And I appoint the honourable Robert 
Lindfayy one of the judges of the court of 
common-phss'y Henry Smgieton, efq; prime 
ferjeant to his majefty ; the reverend doc- 
tor Patrick Delanyy chancellor of St. Pa-- 
tricKs ; the reverend Dr. Francis Wilfony 
prebehdary of Kilmacktohsoay ; Eaton Stan- 
nardy efq; recorder of the city of Dublin^ 
the reverend Mr. Robert Grattan, preben- 
dary of St, Audeons ; the reverend Mr. 
'John Grattan, pxehendary of C/onmethan^ 
the reverend Mr. James Stopfer d vicar of 
Finglafs'y the reverend Mr. James Kingy 
prebendary of 'Tipper % and Alexander 
M'-AuUayy efq; my executors. 

In 
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In witnefs whereof, I have hereunto fet 
my hand and feal, and publiflied and de- 
clared this as my laft will and teftament, 
^m third day of May, 1740. 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 

Signed, fealed and publijhed hy 
the above-named Jonathan 
Swift, in the prefence of usy 
who have fubfcribed our 
names in Us prefence, 

Jo. Wynne. 
Jo. Rochfort. 
William Dunkin, 



FINIS. 
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